
 

HOBNOB 
On-line 

The parish magazine for 
St. Peter and St. Paul. Horndon-on-the-Hill 

St. Giles and All Saints. Orsett 
St. Mary-the-Virgin. Bulphan 

 

 

July 2024 



 

RECTOR Reverend Sue Mann    email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk            01375 891 254 
 

PTO*  Reverend Max Blake    email: max@hobnob.org.uk          01375 360 522 

*(permission to officiate) 

 
 

 

PARISH CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS        

Churchwardens Alastair Macrae, Beverley Macrae, Christine Mortimer, 

David Mortimer,  Sonia Ward, Frank Woollard. 

  Treasurer      Lynn Bennett 

  Secretary     Beverley Macrae     

  Parish Administrator    Lynda Robertson. 

Deanery Synod Representatives   Karen Collier, Alastair Macrae, Janet Wilkins,  

Frank Woollard 

  Lay Representatives    Sandra Billinger, Brian Flavell, Felicity Tarbard,  

Jane Barry, Ron Porter 

 

CHURCH OFFICERS AND CONTACT DETAILS 

St Peter & St Paul Horndon-on-the-Hill 

 Churchwardens     Sonia Ward            01375 674212 

       Beverley Macrae            01375 673 327 

 Deputy Churchwarden    Felicity Tarbard            01375 677581  

 Sacristans     Jane Barry. Judy Rood. Beverley Macrae 

 Verger      Peter Belsham. 

 

St Giles & All Saints Orsett 

 Churchwardens     Christine Mortimer           01375 641 485 

       David Mortimer            01375 641 485 

 Vergers     George Wood            01375 891 744 

       Jo Metcalf 

       Libby Seggons 

 Mothers’ Union contact    Lucy Bubb            07970 728 673 

 Edward Bear Toddler Group   Karen Collier                     01375 370 441 

 Tower Captain     Judith Church            01375 891 556 

 Oasis Café     Sandra Billinger            01375 891 040 

 Churches’ Centre Bookings   Gary Jones           bookings@orsettchurches.co.uk  

 

St Mary-the-Virgin Bulphan 

 Churchwardens     Frank Woollard            01375 891 034 

       Alastair Macrae            01375 673 327 

 Verger      Ron Porter            01375 891 697 

 Parish Room Bookings    Traudi Porter            01375 891 697  

 

Parish Administrator 

 Lynda Robertson: l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk             07974 803 471 

 

Parish Baptism Co-ordinator 

 Christine Mortimer: c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk                                01375 641 485 

 

Musicians 

 Jane Barry                   07552 199 697 

 Janet McCheyne                   07752 836 902   

 

 

To arrange Weddings, please contact Rev. Sue Mann on 01375 891 254 or email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 

 

 

THE PARISH OF 

HORNDON, ORSETT AND BULPHAN 
www.hobnob.org.uk Facebook: @HOBNOBchurches 

mailto:rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk
mailto:bookings@orsettchurches.co.uk
mailto:l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk
mailto:c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk
http://www.hobnob.org.uk/


Open Church means that the Church is open for private prayer, refreshments are available at all sessions except Thursdays at Bulphan.  

SERVICES – July 2024
HORNDON ORSETT BULPHAN 

Monday 1st July 
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 2nd  
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Thursday 4th Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 5th 

9-11.30am Oasis Café and 

9.30-11am Edward Bear Toddler Group 

at the Orsett Churches Centre 

Saturday 6th 

Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

4pm Forest Church 

Sunday 7th July 

6th Sunday after Trinity 

10am All Together 

Holy Communion Service 

Monday 8th  
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 9th   

Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

2pm Holy Communion Service at The Whitecroft Care Home 

Thursday 11th Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 12th  

9-11.30am Oasis Café and 

9.30-11am Edward Bear Toddler Group 

at the Orsett Churches Centre 

Saturday 13th 
Open Church 10am-noon 

 with refreshments 

Sunday 14th July 

7th Sunday after Trinity 

Sea Sunday 

8.45am CW Holy Communion Service 

10am Family Service 

Monday 15th  
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 16th  
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
9.30am Orsett School Leavers’ Service 1.30pm Bulphan School Leavers’ Service

Thursday 18th 9.30am Horndon School Leavers’ Service Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 19th  

9-11.30am Oasis Café and 

9.30-11am Edward Bear Toddler Group 

at the Orsett Churches Centre 

Saturday 20th 
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Sunday 21st July 

8th Sunday after Trinity 

8.45am BCP Holy Communion Service 

10am Holy Communion Service 

4pm Refresh Service 

Monday 22nd  
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 23rd  

Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

12noon Holy Communion Service 

Thursday 25th Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 26th  
9-11.30am Oasis Café 

at Orsett Church 

Saturday 27th 
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Sunday 28th July 

9th Sunday after Trinity 

8.45am CW Holy Communion Service 

10am Family Service 

Monday 29th  
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 30th  
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Thursday 1st August Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 2nd  
9-11.30am Oasis Café 

at Orsett Church 

Saturday 3rd 
Open Church 10am-noon 

 with refreshments 
4pm Forest Church 

Sunday 4th August 

10th Sunday after Trinity 

10am All Together 

Holy Communion Service 



 

Do you have or are you part of a club or 

group doing things in the parish? 



People often ask for the hymn ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful,’ at both wedding and 
funeral services. It is a popular hymn, probably because we all appreciate the beauty 
of the created world generously given to us by God.  And, of course, we are now in that 
time of year when everything is growing, and it is lovely to see flowers in our gardens. 

We are also blessed with three lovely churchyards which are usually a haven of peace 
and tranquillity, enabling people to go and spend time with God and to remember loved 
ones who may have been buried there or have had their ashes interred there. 

We have a very small band of volunteers who work tirelessly throughout the year to 
maintain the churchyards and keep them looking so good, and for all their hard work 
we are extremely grateful. 

Of course, things occasionally go wrong. And, unfortunately, this is what has happened 
recently at two of our churchyards. At Horndon, the Tuesday Gardening Gang of 3 
volunteers have been faced with repeated rain which has meant they have been 
unable to mow in the New Cemetery in Mill Lane. And, at Orsett, a broken lawnmower 
coupled with volunteer illness, has meant that the grass has become very long. 

The fact that this grass has grown so quickly over a short period of time has highlighted 
to me just how hard these volunteers work throughout the year to keep these 
churchyards looking so good. We are often quick to complain when things go wrong, 
but not so quick to express our gratitude for ongoing hard work. 

Please be assured that we are all doing our best to rectify this, and thank you, so much, 
to the people who, recognising that there is a problem, have stepped up to help.  

I would like to take this opportunity to give a big thank you to the gardening volunteers 
at all three churchyards who do a great job. And please can I ask for your patience, as 
these people work hard to rectify this problem at Horndon and Orsett. If you have a 
lawnmower or strimmer and would be willing to give an hour or two to help us to get 
this under control again, or to volunteer at any of the churches on a more regular basis, 
the Churchwardens or I would love to hear from you.  

Finally, please can I also ask that you help us by not depositing your household waste 
and dog poo in the church bins.  

Take care and God bless, 

Sue  



 

 

 

 

 

 

      THE PARISH REGISTERS
 

 

 

Weddings 

22nd June   Fiona Mary Del Pino & Stephen Oake   (H) 

 

 

       

 

Wedding Enquiries 

If you would like to enquire about booking a wedding at:  
Horndon, Orsett or Bulphan churches,  

please contact: Revd Sue Mann: 01375 891254 

rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

Baptism Enquiries 
If you would like to enquire about booking a baptism at: 

  

Any of our churches in the parish, please contact: 
Christine Mortimer: 01375 641485  

c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

Baptism Preparation 

If you would like to have your child baptised  

in one of the churches in the parish,  

the preparation session in July  
will be at 12 noon on Saturday 13th 

in Horndon Church. 
 

No booking is required. 

 

mailto:rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HORNDON ON THE HILL CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT 
 

I have been browsing through old copies of Hobnobs, notably, the July editions from 2008,09 

and 10 in the hope that within one of the editions I would find something that may spark an 

idea for this report which would not include reference to the weather or the state of the 

churchyard. It’s been quite an eye-opener to see just how collaborative our parish has 

become. In 2008, Ron wrote in his Bulphan Churchwarden Report: 

 

 ‘ I was encouraged to receive a telephone call from Christine Mortimer ….. she leads 

Young Church in Horndon and was upset that Bulphan had again been unable to find anyone 

to lead their Young church sessions.  Christine offered to help resurrect the disbanded group 

and invited interested persons to go and see how things are done at Horndon’ 

 

Fast forwards to 2024 and Young Church, or Sunday School in a Tin as it is now known forms 

part of our Children, Young People and Families parish wide Action Group who have a team 

of Sunday school helpers with a rota in place that spans all 3 churches. 

Ron’s report of the same year also included reference to our then incumbent Ed Hanson who 

was in the midst of his pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela.  And again, roll forward to 2024 

and Rev Sue has just completed her second Camino walk.  I don’t think that it is written in the 

job description that our Rectors need to be able to complete a pilgrimage... 

 

By the time Hobnob has been published the Feast and Fayre will have finished.   The flower 

festival in the church has the theme of 50 years of flower festivals. The displays are always 

fragrant, wonderful and very clever.  Massive thank you to every single person who helped 

with the Feast and Fayre.  The gardeners who made sure the grounds were mown (despite 

the weeks of rain leading up to it), all who organised or volunteered or supported.  

 

And finally, Godwin Swift mused in his 2008 Churchwarden Report for the Hobnob: 

‘ Can anyone think of a collective noun for Churchwardens?...........’   answers on a postcard!! 

 

 

God bless 

Bev Macrae 

 

 



 

 

On Saturday 1st June we took part in “Count on Nature” 

this is an annual event where parishes are asked to survey 

their church grounds and report back with the variety of 

flora and fauna found. This year, although only a few of us 

were available to take part the weather was much more 

favourable to us and the wildlife. 

Whereas over the last few years the heat and dry limited the amount of insect (and 

other minibeast life) we were able to find. The wetter conditions this year have 

encouraged plant growth and increased the variety of insects we were able to record. 

Armed with our nets, pots, identification books and magnifiers we were able to record 

over thirty species of plants and insects/spiders etc. at Bulphan. We’ll give you plenty 

of notice when we are taking part in this activity next year, the more participants the 

merrier! 

Although some standing deadwood is a great habitat, it can also be dangerous. To 

avoid damage to the buildings or people a number of dead trees in the Church grounds 

are scheduled to be taken down so don’t be concerned if you see trees being felled. 

I cannot mention the church grounds and the growth of plants without thanking the 

Bulphan in Bloom team and all who help to keep our Church grounds looking so 

wonderful all year round. We rely on a range of volunteers to maintain the grounds 

and would like to make sure our appreciation for their hard work is expressed. 

I’m sure that all who attended the Bulphan in Bloom cream tea and flower sale on 9th 

June enjoyed themselves as much as I did. The food and company was as enjoyable 

as ever.  

We look forward to seeing you enjoying the Church grounds or taking part in a service 

in Church soon. 

 

 

 

God Bless 

 

Alastair 

 

Bulphan Churchwarden’s Report 



 

D All calls are answered personally
D Confirmed bookings given
D No job too small!

chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk  |  sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk

01245 478588
A trustworthy family run business specialising in Gas, 

Oil, LPG, Electrical & Plumbing services

Boiler Installs, Servicing & Repairs

New Heating Systems

Plumbing Repairs

Electrical Services

CHELMSFORD
P L U M B I N G  &  H E A T I N G



 
 

 

ORSETT  

CHURCHWARDENS’ 

REPORT 
 

 

 

 

 

As we come towards the end of another school year and look forward, hopefully, to a warm 

and dry summer, we would like to praise all the staff and pupils from our three church schools 

for making them a safe, secure and happy place to study. We especially thank those in Year 6 

who are moving on to secondary schools around the borough and beyond. Each of the schools 

will be holding end of year services this month where Year 6 pupils will each receive a Sunrise 

Good News Bible. We would like to thank the Lord Wharton Bible Trust, Orsett Charities, 

Wellcome Church, Methodist Church and Zion Chapel for their very generous donations which 

have enabled this to happen. We wish good luck to all those moving on to new schools and 

urge them to remember ‘This is not the end but a glorious new beginning’. 

 

Last year we moved the Oasis Café into the church for the summer break and we will be 

repeating this venture again this year. The ladies who normally run this take on grandparent 

duties during the summer and deserve a well-earned break. Although if our grandchildren are 

anything to go by they will still be supplying endless drinks and snacks! The Oasis Café will be 

in the church from 26th July to 30th August. Please do come and join us for a cup of tea, a bun 

and a chat, you will be made very welcome. 

 

The church is always evolving and trying to move with the times, albeit a little slower than most 

people. To this end, in November, we purchased a contactless machine for those who wished 

to donate during services but no longer carried cash. This has been an unqualified success and 

as such we now have a machine for each of our churches. This will mean we no longer have to 

carry the machine from church to church and it can be used for other events such as Open 

Church, Oasis Café and various fundraising ventures. 

 

We wish everyone a relaxing and restful summer. 

 

God Bless 

 

Christine and David Mortimer 



 

PRAYER DIARY    
Some thoughts to include in your daily prayers 

 

 

July 1st   For those who will marry this month 

July 2nd  For those living on Hornsby Lane, Orsett 

July 3rd  For people we have not yet met 

July 4th  For the homeless and hungry 

July 5th  For those living on Horndon Road, Horndon 

July 6th  For those living on Nelson Road, Orsett 

July 7th  For family and friends overseas 

July 8th  For the leaders of nations 

July 9th  For those who must travel by land, sea or air 

July 10th  For local charities struggling financially at this time 

July 11th  For those living on North Hill, Horndon 

July 12th  For our patrons, the Dean & Chapter of St Paul's,  

July 13th  For those living on The Paddocks, Orsett 

July 14th  For our twin dioceses in Romania, Sweden, and Kenya  

July 15th  For those living on Annabell Avenue, Orsett 

July 16th  For those living on Pound Lane, Orsett 

July 17th  For  children in our Parish 

July 18th  For those living on Fen Close, Bulphan 

July 19th  For those living on Ridgwell Avenue, Orsett 

July 20th  For those living on South Hill, Horndon 

July 21st  For those living on Robinson Road, Horndon 

July 22nd  For those suffering with financial problems 

July 23rd  For those living on Sandown Road, Orsett 

July 24th  For St Luke’s and all hospices throughout the land 

July 25th  For those who will not be able to take a summer holiday  

July 26th  For those living on Randall Drive, Orsett 

July 27th  For those living on Saffron Close, Horndon 

July 28th  For those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

July 29th  For those living on Southview Cottages, Orsett 

July 30th  For those living on Vincent Avenue, Horndon 

July 31st  For the church musicians 

 

 

People are often unreasonable and self-centred.  Forgive them anyway. 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives.  Be kind anyway. 

If you are honest, people may cheat you.  Be honest anyway. 

If you find happiness, people may be jealous.  Be happy anyway. 

The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow.  Do good anyway. 

Give the world the best you have and it may never be enough.  Give your best 

anyway. 

For you see, in the end, it is between you and God. 

It was never between you and them anyway. 

Mother Teresa 

 



 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Hall Mission, Bulphan 

Interdenominational 
Church Road, Bulphan 

 

https://zhm100.wixsite.com/zionhallmission 
 

We enjoy meeting every Sunday evening and extend a warm welcome to all to any of 

our services. Please feel free to drop in and join us for worship and fellowship.  
 

We have been pleased to welcome newcomers from the village recently and encourage 

anyone that is looking for a Sunday evening service to come along and join us  
 

The services for July are as follows: 
 

 7th  July        No service        - 

16th July    6:30 pm David Raj 

21st July         6:30 pm Rev Pholani Ncube 

28th July 6:30 pm Maureen Mc Pherson 
 

We have handwashing facilities and sanitising units readily available  
 

If you live locally and would like to come along to a service but need transport, or for 
any other information on our Church or our services please contact the Secretary:  

Ian Blackburn on 01375 891522 or at zionhallmission@outlook.com 

4, High Road, Horndon-on-the-Hill 

https://www.southessexmethodist.org.uk 

Minister: Reverend Fiona Smith 

Senior Steward: Mr Graham Hodgson 

graham.hodgson122@btinternet.com 
 

     Sunday 10:30am Worship 

Services July 2024 
 

 7th  July Mrs Suzanne Stubbs  

14th July Mr Ian Brown  

21st July Mrs Maureen McPherson  

28th July Revd Fiona Smith Holy Communion 

 
We are pleased that our coffee mornings have been well supported since we started 

at the end of May and these continue to be held every Thursday between 10:00 – 

12:00 noon in the Methodist Church Hall. All are welcome. 

https://zhm100.wixsite.com/zionhallmission
https://zhm100.wixsite.com/zionhallmission
https://zhm100.wixsite.com/zionhallmission
mailto:zionhallmission@outlook.com
https://www.southessexmethodist.org.uk/
mailto:graham.hodgson122@btinternet.com


 

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community

The dates of Edward Bear and Oasis Cafe are on our website www.hobnob.org.uk, 
on the 'What's on' page

During the School Summer holidays 
the Oasis Café is being held

 in Orsett Church.

On each Friday from
26th July to 30th August

9.00-11.30am

Everyone is welcome

Strawberry Cream Tea
S T  M A R Y ' S  C H U R C H ,  B U L P H A N

S A T U R D A Y  1 3 T H  J U L Y   -   2  T O  4 P M

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community  

P L E A S E  C O M E  A L O N G  A N D  E N J O Y
A  S C O N E  A N D  S T R A W B E R R I E S  O R

A  S L I C E  O F  C A K E  
W I T H  T E A  O R  C O F F E E  

E V E R Y O N E  I S  W E L C O M E



 

 

ORSETT STORES 

YOUR LOCAL AND FRIENDLY VILLAGE STORE 
41 High Road Orsett, Essex Telephone: 01375891242 

Open from 6.30am until 9.30pm Monday-Saturday 7.00am until 9.30pm Sundays 

Suppliers of Groceries, Fresh Bread, Milk, Fruit, Vegetables, Chilled and Frozen Foods, Fresh Meat,  

Off Licence, Tobacco, Cards and Stationery, Confectionery,  

Fresh Flowers and Plants, Daily Newspapers and magazines. 

 

Free local home delivery on 

Tuesdays & Fridays,  

please call to place your order. 
 

Services: 

Dry Cleaning, Photocopying,  

National Lottery Outlet,  

Newspaper delivery. 
 

Post Office Local In-Store   

Open from 8.30am until 1.00pm  

Monday-Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The churches in this Parish are committed to 
the safeguarding, care and nurture of 

everyone within the church community; 
especially children, young people and 

vulnerable adults. 
 

The Parish Safeguarding Representative is 
Janet McCheyne, who can be contacted on: 

0775 283 6902 
or 

janetmcc101@gmail.com 
 

The Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be 
contacted on: 
01245 294 444 

or 
safeguarding@chelmsford.anglican.org 



   

 

 

 Horndon on the Hill Church of England Primary School                       
Head of School Mrs. D. Bradley 

 Address Hillcrest Road, Horndon on the Hill, Essex.  SS17 8LR   Telephone 01375 673260 

Email admin.hps@osborne.coop     Website www.horndononthehill.org.uk 

We are all part of God’s family.  Through trying our best in all that we do, we find a sense of belonging. 

             1 Corinthians 12:27 ‘All of you together are Christ’s body and each of you is a part of it’. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dear All, 
 

We are having a busy summer term at Horndon school.  
 

Year 2 Leeds Castle  
 

         

Year 2 visited Leeds castle and learnt all about the life of Henry VIII and the Field of Cloth of Gold, we even 

acted out this event with costumes! We loved travelling on the land train. We also had a guided tour of the 

castle which included visiting the cellar and Lady Baillie's boudoir.      

 

Year 3 Colchester Castle  

 

I think it’s crazy how many artifacts they had about the Romans because it 
was so long ago and I really enjoyed it. I think Boudica shouldn’t have burnt 
down Colchester and its town. - Eleanor  

We got to go underground and the lady told us lots of stories, and said that 
they didn’t know if Boudica poisoned herself or was poisoned by someone. - 
Rivah  
At the end we got to build the iron age round house, and some got to build a 

posh Roman house. - Jimmy  

  

Year 4 Hornchurch Country Park   
 

Year 4 had a lovely day at Hornchurch Country Park last week. They spent the 
morning measuring the depth and flow of the River Ingrebourne and also had a 
go at pond-dipping. The fact that they were able to catch so many freshwater 
shrimps shows that the water there has very few pollutants in which is good to 

hear.    

 

 

Warmest wishes 

 

Mrs D Bradley - Headteacher             

http://www.horndononthehill.org.uk/


 

 

 

This page is for everyone to redistribute 

unwanted items for no charge. Just email 

details of any items you wish to give away 

to the address below, together with your 

telephone number and these will be 

published in the next issue of the Hobnob. 

All items must be fit for purpose.  

To advertise here telephone 01375 

674212 

Or email 

sonia51anne@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

COMMUNITY RECYCLING 

Mirror: 800mm x 1175mm Mirror: 600mm x 1175mm Glass trolley: 540mm high 

      600mm x 450mm 

Contact Mick Lavers micklavers@gmail.com 

mailto:sonia51anne@yahoo.co.uk


 

HORNDON-ON-THE-HILL 
 

We meet at the Welcome Club 
1, Victoria Road, Stanford-le-Hope 
At 8.00pm on the last Tuesday  
each month except in December. 
 
New members welcome 
Enquiries to the Secretary 
Sec.hothrbl@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

BULPHAN SHORT MAT BOWLS 

 Meetings are in Bulphan Village Hall every 
 Tuesday from 1.45 - 4.15pm and 
 Fridays from 7.00 - 9.00pm 
 New members are welcome and no experience is necessary 
 as friendly advice and tuition can be given 
 

 For further information telephone Lesley on 07766 505 755 

 

 

 

Horndon-on-the-Hill 

BRIDGE CLUB 

In Horndon Village Hall  

Every Friday from 1.30 - 4.30pm  

Admission £2.00 (includes tea/coffee biscuits) 

Very friendly atmosphere 

Intermediate standard basic ACOL played 

For details telephone: Stuart Cameron 01375 673 237 
 

 

 

 
ADVERTISING POLICY 

 

If space is available, new HOBNOB adverts 

are reserved for local 

contractors/organisations within a 15m 

radius of the Parish, excluding the area 

South of the Thames…… 
 

And it is expected that any advertiser 

upholds 

ethical working practices and is in 

sympathy 

with the ethos of the church. Ultimately 

the decision will rest with the PCC.’ 



 

 



  Bulphan WI 
 

Our President Janet introduced the speaker for our June meeting.  It 

was not Ashwells as previously advised, instead we listened as Kay 

Beighton told us about 'The Road to Kathmandu'.  Kay spoke, and 

showed slides about, her seven and a half month's trip overland across 

Europe, with her husband, to Kathmandu in 1997.  She told us of the 

many adventures they had on the way, including their engine blowing 

up, in Pakistan, and her husband being marched away at gunpoint by 

the army.  Many of the places she had visited, such as in Syria, no 

longer exist because of the armed conflicts in the region.  She answered several questions from 

members. 

 

Our flowerbed in front of the Village Hall, looked after by member Sally, is looking delightful at 

the moment. 

 

Next month we are having a 'pudding club' meeting.  Hopefully our talented members will 

prepare a marvellous range of signature cakes or desserts for their fellow members and our 

guests to savour.  We also hope to venture outside to work off some calories, but with the 

current summer in its blazing and sunny glory, who knows?  If you would like to join us for 

pudding, the meeting starts at 7.30pm on Wednesday 10th July. 

 

Lesley Crisp 



 

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community

Sat 13th January - 12 noon at Horndon Church
Mon 12th February - 7.30pm at Orsett Church
Sat 9th March - 12 noon at Horndon Church
Mon 8th April - 7.30pm at Orsett Church
Sat 11th May - 12 noon at Horndon Church
Mon 10th June - 7.30pm at Orsett Church
Sat 13th July - 12 noon at Horndon Church
Mon 12th August - 7.30pm at Orsett Church
Sat 14th September - 12 noon at Horndon Church
Mon 14th October - 7.30pm at Orsett Church
Sat 9th November - 12 noon at Horndon Church
Mon 9th December - 7.30pm at Orsett Church

Baptism Preparation Meetings - 2024
To arrange a baptism you will be asked to attend a Baptism preparation meeting and at that 
evening, we discuss the meaning of baptism and things like the responsibility of parents and

Godparents, the Baptism service and give you the opportunity to ask questions. 
At the end of the meeting we can check the diary and you will be able to book your Baptism.



Ecology & Social Jus/ce Ac/on Group 

This ar(cle is taken from Riverford Organic Farmers’ Newsle;er / Wicked Leeks Blog: 

“Where have all the [Bri.sh] flowers gone? 

Up un&l the 1950s most flowers we encountered in the UK were grown in the UK. Then, huge investment 

from the Dutch government saw the first airfreighted blooms arrive, followed by the arrival of the ‘Flying 

Dutchman’ flower lorries in the 1980s. Market dominance was set and today 86 per cent of all UK cut flowers 

are imported. This is a huge change from the dedicated flower trains from Cornwall to London, filled with 

narcissi and violets. It seems almost inconceivable that the violet nosegays of the early 20th century, so 

delicate they lasted just a few days, could s&ll be so appreciated for their perfume and beauty. 

Flowers grown to be exported must be sturdy enough to survive transit. Many of them arrive in the UK via 

The Netherlands from places as far flung as Ecuador and Ethiopia. To allow for this, flowers are deliberately 

bred to have ruler-straight stems (something you don’t find in nature) and be fragrance-free; the biological 

effort required to smell sweet, using up energy that could otherwise prolong vase life. And so, a system’s 

been created where forced flowers are regularly grown as monocultures, in places where pes&cide use and 

workers’ rights are less regulated, and corpora&ons con&nue to priori&se economics over ethics or the 

environment. 

The £1.4 billion UK floristry industry is 

dominated by the supermarkets (29 per cent of 

people buy their blooms at Tesco) and Bri&sh 

growers aren’t helped by the fact that there’s 

presently no legal requirement to label the 

country of origin. Not to men&on the fact that 

according to HMRC, the work I do as an 

agroecological flower grower is yet to exist. But 

this lack of governmental ‘support for hort’ gives 

individuals even more cause to champion the 

resurgence of Bri&sh flower farms, many of 

which are listed at flowersfromthefarm.co.uk. 

For me, witnessing a bud burst open is a medita&on modern life provides less and less room for. Flowers are 

scien&fically proven to bring happiness and reduce stress. I know, because I co-founded charitable enterprise, 

Bread & Roses, pioneering the use of floriculture therapy based on the research, and 

I have the anecdotal evidence to support it (wearebreadandroses.com). Naysayers may sniff at my nosegays, 

but I believe in the power of flowers. 

Olivia Wilson is a florist, grower and founder of British flower studio, Wetherly (wetherly.co.uk)” 

How can we help this situa0on:  

1. Buy Fairtrade flowers 

2. Buy UK flowers 

3. Support local growers (there are some as close as Horndon-on-the-Hill and Leigh on Sea 

Search here flowersfromthefarm.co.uk 

Philip Mann  

Ecology & Social Jus0ce Ac0on Group                                                   

             

http://www.flowersfromthefarm.co.uk/
http://www.wearebreadandroses.com/
http://www.wetherly.co.uk/
http://www.flowersfromthefarm.co.uk/


Anyone for tennis? 
Wimbledon trivia 

 
 Wimbledon is held at the All-England Club in Wimbledon, London. It is the oldest tennis tournament 

in the world, the inaugural tournament held on 9th July 1877 on the lawns of the All-England Croquet 
and Lawn Tennis Club. 
 

 When Wimbledon first started, Dr Henty Jones made up some of the formal rules for the tournament 
which later became part of the general tennis protocol and remain to this day. This includes setting 
up six games per set, basing scoring on the clock face and allowing servers to have one fault. 
 

 The final of the inaugural competition was watched by over 200 people who paid an entry fee of one 
pound, one shilling c.£125. They watched W. Spencer Gore win the tournament and win the grand 
prize of 25 guineas c.£3100. 
 

 Wimbledon is the only major tournament still played on grass, which is kept at 8mm. This particular 
feature demands specific skills and strategies from competitors, adding to the tournament's allure 
 

 Wimbledon is known for its strict all-white dress code for players, which has been in place since the 
early 20th century. It’s also known for having royal patronage, with members of the British royal 
family often in attendance 
 

 The 2023 Wimbledon Championships, scheduled from 3rd to 16th July 2023, hold special significance 
as this is King Charles III’s first Wimbledon event, following the passing of, Queen Elizabeth II, in 
2022 
 

 The tournament has its own unique scoring system, with games being counted as 15, 30, 40, and 
game points, rather than the traditional 0, 15, 30, 40. 
 

 Traditionally at Wimbledon, the "Men's" and "Women's" competitions are called the "Gentlemen's" 
and "Ladies'" competitions, while the junior events are known as the "Boys'" and "Girls'" competitions. 
 

 Historically, female players were addressed as "Miss" or "Mrs" on scoreboards, and married players 
were identified by their husbands’ names on the Champions Board until 2019. However, the 
scoreboards now display both their first and last names. 
 

 While the title "Mr" is not used for professional male players on scoreboards, it is still used for 
amateurs. However, chair umpires refer to players as "Mr" when they utilise the replay challenge. 
 

 The longest match in Wimbledon history took place in 2010, lasting 11 hours and five minutes 
between John Isner and Nicolas Mahut. 
 

 Wimbledon uses 54,250 Dunlop Slazenger Ultra Vis Hydroguard tennis balls each year, specially 
designed for grass courts, replaced every seven to nine games, stored in refrigerated containers and 
sold to spectators for charity, with the switch from white to yellow balls occurring in 1986. 
 

 Strawberries and cream are traditional Wimbledon food. It’s estimated that around 28 tons of 
strawberries and 10,000 litres of cream are consumed during the tournament! 
 

 The qualifying matches for Wimbledon are held at the Bank of England Sports Ground in Roehampton, 
located 3½ miles away from the All-England Club. 
 

 Approximately 250 ball boys and girls (BBGs) are hired by Wimbledon organisers, with 700 applicants 
aged 14-18 from nearby schools competing for these positions. After a rigorous selection process 
based on tests of coordination, throwing skills and endurance, the chosen BBGs undergo months of 
training to fulfil their role of keeping track of all those fast-moving tennis balls. 
 

 Rufus the Harris hawk was trained by a professional falconer to patrol the skies, and he has been 
keeping Wimbledon bird-free since 2000, scaring away pigeons. He has his own All-England Club ID 
Card and has been charming the audience with his own social media following. 

 



FAMOUS PERSON IN JULY 
 

THOMAS BARNARDO  

4th July 1845 - 19th September 1905 
 
 

Thomas Barnardo was the founder of Dr Barnardo’s Homes. Originally set up 
to care for destitute children in London’s East End in the late 19th century, the 
organisation continues to this day as Barnardo’s, one of Britain's foremost 
children’s charities. Number 32 Bow Road was Thomas Barnardo’s home for 
five years in the 1870s, and a number of his charitable projects were located 
nearby. 

BOW ROAD AND THE EAST END 

When Thomas Barnardo travelled from his native Dublin to London’s East End 
in April 1866, it was with the intention of joining the China Inland Mission. But 
his plans for overseas missionary work were abandoned when he realised the 
poverty of his own neighbourhood. At this period the East End was suffering 
from massive unemployment, low wages, high rents, insanitary living conditions 
and terrible overcrowding – all exacerbated by the cholera outbreak of 1866. 

In 1868 Barnardo set up his own East End Juvenile Mission in Stepney and by 1870 he had opened a 
home in Stepney for about 60 working and destitute boys. He had enormous energy and set up ever 
more schemes and projects, preaching in the streets and teaching in a ‘ragged’ school –  a school which 
offered free basic education for the poor. The Ragged School Museum is now housed in a former free 
school set up by Barnardo in 1877 in Copperfield Road, Mile End, about a mile away from 32 Bow Road.  
Barnardo moved into 32 Bow Road in 1875 and lived there for four years. After he left he renamed the 
premises Sturge House and used it as a training home for girls over 14. In the early 1900 the Salvation 
Army took over Sturge House (now comprising 32–36 Bow Road) as a Home for 50 ‘lads’ aged 14 to 
18. 

BARNARDO’S HOMES AND EMIGRATION 

In 1872 he bought a great gin palace, the Edinburgh Castle in Limehouse, which he converted into a 
temperance coffee palace and mission. He subsequently transformed Mossford Lodge in Barkingside, 
Essex, into a Girls’ Village Home, with accommodation arranged in ‘family’ cottages. 
Throughout the 1870s and into the 1880s the Homes increased in number, size and type. The slogan 
‘no destitute child ever refused’ became an article of faith but put great financial strain on the organisation. 
One solution was emigration, primarily to Canada.  
Barnardo argued that it was a cost-effective way of helping children, removing them from the corrupting 
influences of their existing environment and offering them a new, healthy life, with prospects. The scheme 
started in earnest in 1882 and by 1900 Barnardo was sending about a thousand children a year. 
A ‘boarding-out’ scheme was implemented soon afterwards; children were fostered out with respectable, 
religious, working people in the British countryside, before returning to the Homes, often in preparation 
for emigration.  

CONTROVERSY 

Barnardo was publicly challenged in the 1870s by rival evangelists and the Charity Organisation Society 
over his financial and moral virtue and, although he was exonerated, he was brought to court again for 
failing to return a number of children at the request of their parents. He argued that in extreme cases 
‘philanthropic abduction’ was morally justifiable. His case contributed to the Custody of Children Act, 
1891, which legalised the work of the private emigration societies.  
In 2010 the British government issued a public apology for the child emigration programmes, which 
continued into the 1960s. While many of Thomas Barnardo’s practices would not be acceptable now, 
he is recognised for highlighting and attempting to meet the needs of destitute children at a time when 
there was little or no help from the state. 

http://www.barnardos.org.uk/


 

WOOLMARKET MUSIC 

 
 

Pianist Matthew McCombie gave us a very entertaining evening at our meeting in June. 
 
The first half of the programme comprised music by Chopin – a Scherzo,  Nocturne and a Sonata.   
The second half comprised:  Tchaikovsky’s waltz from The Sleeping Beauty, Frank Bridge’s A Fairy 

Tale and Chopin for a brilliant finale of the Andante Spianato and Grande Polonaise Brillante, Op. 22. 

We are always amazed at Matthew’s virtuosity and versatility and are so very lucky to be able to enjoy 
world class entertainment at Horndon’s Woolmarket Music.   

 

Our July meeting is the last for this season as we do not meet in August  
 

Wednesday, July 10th 7.30pm in Horndon Church   
(note the change of time and venue from the programme)  

when we will be entertained by various young people.   
Do come along and support our up and coming musicians. 

 

You can raise FREE donations for The Parish Of Horndon, Orsett And Bulphan 
EVERY time you shop online. 

 

Just letting you know that The Parish Of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan are now registered
with easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE donations for us every time you

shop online.

Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at
no extra cost to yourself! These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us,

so we’d really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s
completely FREE and only takes a moment. 

Enter www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then go to ‘find a cause’ and search 
for ‘The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan’. 

How to sign up should be very straightforward.

Thank you so much! Your support would be much appreciated.

    You can also get to our 
page by using this QR code

 



The funnier side of church life courtesy of Dave Walker 



  

Bulphan  

Community  

Café  

and Post Office 
A warm welcome to all. 

Comprehensive Post Office services; 
hot and cold drinks; 

licensed bar; 
cakes(including gluten free), 

crisps and biscuits 
free Wi-Fi 

Thursdays & Fridays from 1.30 - 4.30pm 
Local councillors Sue and Barry,  

and Local Area Co-ordinator Pauline  
are frequent visitors 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month for anyone 
who would like a cuppa and a chat. Everyone is welcomed! 

 

Bring & Buy and Raffle 
 

All proceeds go to the J’s Hospice in Essex,  
providing hospice and  respite  care  for  young  adults  

with  life threatening and life limiting conditions 
 

 
For further details contact  

Beverley on 01375 671 474 
 

 
 

 

‘Forget-Me-Not’ 
Coffee morning 

 

In Horndon Woolmarket 
from 10.00 am  - 12.00 pm 

 
 

 

The Games Café  
at 

Horndon on the Hill Village Hall 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 

7.30pm to 9.30pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

We are all ‘have a go’ amateurs  

who welcome and encourage all new-comers. 

We have 2 Short Mat Bowls carpets 
so up to 12 people in teams of         

2 or 3 can play together. 

No previous experience 
needed. 

We play cards and board games: 
SkyJo, Sequence, Dobble, Trominoes, 

Bananagrams and many others. 

Guest games always welcome! 

Please text or call Allison for more information 07773539345 

£5 per week.  Just drop-in.   

No need to book. 

Come alone or  

with friend or partner. 

Please note: There is a £10 joining fee payable on your third visit, to cover set up costs, 
replacement games and low attendance weeks.  Thank you. 



 

BULPHAN VILLAGE SHOP 

      Bulphan Village Hall, Church Road, Bulphan RM14 3RU 

 

                                     Free delivery to local customers: call 07429 295505 

 

With a wide variety of groceries, fresh vegetables, fresh meat, fresh-baked bread, off licence, greetings cards and all household 

essentials, you can also make bill payments for water, electricity and gas with key and card top ups, replacement gas/electricity 

keys and cards, mobile phone top ups, the Health Lottery and National Lottery and a hot drinks machine.  

 

 

LOTS OF FREE PARKING 

 

Stamps are always available for sale at the till and there are main Post Office services at the 

hall next door on Thursday and Friday afternoons, 1.30 – 4.30pm 

 

IT'S ONLY A LITTLE SHOP, BUT IT CERTAINLY OFFERS A LOT. 

 

 

 

 

 

Orsett Village Dental Surgery  

is a long established family 

practice offering all dental 

treatments, including 

intravenous sedation for the 

nervous patient, laser 

surgery for most dental 

procedures, 

hygienist/therapist services 

and dental implants all 

carried out by highly trained 

practitioners. 

 
website: www.ssdental.co.uk 

email: sunnysidedentist@btconnect.com 

Dental treatment delivered 

by conscientious, experienced 

and very caring staff 

55 High Road Orsett RM16 

3HB 




