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Open Church means that the Church is open for private prayer, refreshments are available at all sessions except Thursdays at Bulphan. 

SERVICES – September 2024  HORNDON ORSETT BULPHAN 
Sunday 1st September 

14th Sunday after Trinity 
10am All Together 

Holy Communion Service    

Monday 2nd     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 3rd   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Thursday 5th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 6th    
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 7th  Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Sunday 8th September 
15th Sunday after Trinity  8.45am CW Holy Communion Service 

10am Family Service  

Monday 9th     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 10th   
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments   

2pm Holy Communion Service at The Whitecroft Care Home 

Thursday 12th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 13th   
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 14th  Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Sunday 15th September 
16th Sunday after Trinity 

 
4pm Refresh Service  8.45am CW Holy Communion Service 

10am Holy Communion Service 

Monday 16th   11am Horndon School Harvest Service  Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 17th   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Thursday 19th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 20th    

9-11.30am Oasis Café  
Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  

Orsett Churches Centre 
9.30am Bulphan School Harvest Service 

1.30pm Orsett School Harvest Service  

Saturday 21st  Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments   

Sunday 22nd September 
17th Sunday after Trinity 
Harvest Festival Service 

8.45am BCP Holy Communion Service 
10am Family Service   

Monday 23rd     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 24th  
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments   
12noon Holy Communion service 

Thursday 26h    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 27th    
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 28th  Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Sunday 29th September  
18th Sunday after Trinity  10am Holy Communion Service  

Monday 30th     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 1st October   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Thursday 3rd     Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 4th    
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 5th   
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments   
4pm Forest Church 



 

RECTOR Reverend Sue Mann    email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk            01375 891 254 
 
PTO*  Reverend Max Blake    email: max@hobnob.org.uk          01375 360 522 
*(permission to officiate) 
 
  

 

 
 

PARISH CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS        
Churchwardens Alastair Macrae, Beverley Macrae, Christine Mortimer, 

David Mortimer,  Sonia Ward, Frank Woollard. 
  Treasurer      Lynn Bennett 
  Secretary     Beverley Macrae     
  Parish Administrator    Lynda Robertson. 

Deanery Synod Representatives   Karen Collier, Alastair Macrae, Janet Wilkins,  
Frank Woollard 

  Lay Representatives    Jane Barry, Sandra Billinger, Felicity Tarbard,  
Samantha Pankhurst, Ron Porter 

 
CHURCH OFFICERS AND CONTACT DETAILS 

St Peter & St Paul Horndon-on-the-Hill 
 Churchwardens     Sonia Ward            01375 674212 
       Beverley Macrae            01375 673 327 
 Deputy Churchwarden    Felicity Tarbard            01375 677581  
 Sacristans     Jane Barry. Judy Rood. Beverley Macrae 
 Verger      Peter Belsham. 
 
St Giles & All Saints Orsett 
 Churchwardens     Christine Mortimer           01375 641 485 
       David Mortimer            01375 641 485 
 Vergers     George Wood            01375 891 744 
       Jo Metcalf 
       Libby Seggons 
 Mothers’ Union contact    Lucy Bubb            07970 728 673 
 Edward Bear Toddler Group   Karen Collier                     01375 370 441 
 Tower Captain     Judith Church            01375 891 556 
 Oasis Café     Sandra Billinger            01375 891 040 
 Churches’ Centre Bookings   Gary Jones           bookings@orsettchurches.co.uk  
 
St Mary-the-Virgin Bulphan 
 Churchwardens     Frank Woollard            01375 891 034 
       Alastair Macrae            01375 673 327 
 Verger      Ron Porter            01375 891 697 
 Parish Room Bookings    Traudi Porter            01375 891 697  
 
Parish Administrator 
 Lynda Robertson: l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk             07974 803 471 
 
Parish Baptism Co-ordinator 
 Christine Mortimer: c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk                                01375 641 485 
 
Musicians 
 Jane Barry                   07552 199 697 
 Janet McCheyne                   07752 836 902   
 

 

To arrange Weddings, please contact Rev. Sue Mann on 01375 891 254 or email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 
 

 

THE PARISH OF 
HORNDON, ORSETT AND BULPHAN 

www.hobnob.org.uk Facebook: @HOBNOBchurches 

mailto:rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk
mailto:bookings@orsettchurches.co.uk
mailto:l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk
mailto:c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk
http://www.hobnob.org.uk/


I am sure that many of us have been horrified by the recent rio5ng in many ci5es around the country. 

On one of the Sundays when the rio5ng was at its height, I preached the following words, which one of the people present at the 

service asked me to share. 

Our former Bishop of Bradwell posted on his Facebook page that his daughter had phoned him from  abroad to say, ‘Dad, when 

you go out, remember you are Asian.’ 

What a sad indictment of the society in which we live. 

As many of us know, Bishop John is now the Bishop of Liverpool, where there have been terrible racist riots. And this is just one of 

many places where these have been happening. 

In contrast, in our Bible readings, we have had an extract from Paul’s leHer to the Ephesians, a book which can be divided into two 

main secJons: The first part, Chapters 1 -3 are about Christ reconciling all creaJon to himself and to God. The second part, Chapters 

4-6, stress the importance of living according to God’s will and challenge us to live in unity. And the following verses are key as to 

how to do that. 

We are told in Verse 29. ‘Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up. Put away from you all 

biHerness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice and be kind to one another… be imitators of 

God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us.’ 

In contrast to the horrendous rioJng, we have recently seen posiJve examples of people from around the world living together in 

unity both at the Olympics in Paris and, more locally, at the Essex Scout and Guide Jamboree near Chelmsford. 

When I saw the scale of the rioJng in the media, I said to my husband, Phil, ‘Where on earth have all these people come from?’ 

And, actually, it all started because of an angry and inaccurate post on social media. It made me think about how careful we need 

to be with our tongues whether that be with our spoken word or wriHen word because one slanderous word of gossip can grow 

and have huge repercussions. 

 

We are all called to be kind. To look for the good in one another whatever race, religion or sexuality. The list goes on. 

I think I have shared before, the words on a postcard which I have up in my study. It says, ‘Love your neighbour, who doesn’t look 

like you, think like you, love like you, speak like you, pray like you, vote like you. Love your neighbour: No excepJons.’ 

 

It sound lovely doesn’t it, but the reality is that it is someJmes hard, because we gravitate towards people who are like us because 

that’s o\en where we feel most comfortable. It is a challenge for us as individuals, as a Parish and as the Church as a whole. 

 

So, going back to the violence witnessed in our streets, where has Jesus been I wonder?  

Well, I certainly don’t think he has been in the hearts of the rioters. They have clearly shut him out. 

But I do think he has been in the hearts of those who, in the ‘Hope against Hate’ marches have stood bravely against the fascism 

and racism promoted at the riots.  

Thankfully, most of us haven’t been involved in any of the public displays of aggression. But I think the rioJng has highlighted what 

damage an ill thought word, email, or post on social media can cause. 

We are all members of one another. And when we let our guard down and succumb to that nasty word, we are making room for 

the devil. Rather, we are called to use words to build each other up whether or not someone is like us, and to give grace to one 

another. And that also means walking away from others who say a nasty word. 

Perhaps, before any of us loosen our tongues, let’s ask ourselves not just, ‘What would Jesus do? But, also, ‘What would Jesus say?’’ 

Take care and God bless, 

Sue  



 

St Mary’s Church Bulphan is in the fortunate position of 
having had the main church completely refurbished in 1998 
and The Parish Room built in 1999 as a Millenium Project. 
Over the past 25 years a dedicated group of supporters 

have maintained the church, mainly in house, so that today it is in an overall good 
condition for a grade one listed building.  

The only major problem that the church suGers from is the sound system, since it was 
replaced in 1998 it has performed well but it is now showing its age like most 
equipment this old. We need a new sound system; the new system needs to provide 
sound to the tower area and the chancel and have the latest microphones that can 
pick up sound easily. At present when we have special services or weddings people 
sitting in the tower cannot hear. When we have school services the microphones need 
constantly adjusting and unless the child speaks directly into the microphone they 
cannot be heard. Disappointing for child and parent. 

Orsett Church has installed a new system which is very successful, and we have 
received a quotation from the same company who are highly recommended by the 
Diocese. We have received approval to remove the old system and install the new one. 

The only problem as with all things is that we do not have all the finances. The 
quotation for the new system from DM Music Ltd means that we need to raise £8,634 
plus vat. We know that in the past people have said they wished to support a new 
sound system. If you are able to help in any way towards the cost this will be greatly 
appreciated. 

The church continues with all the usual services plus we have had a wedding and a 
visit from the U3A and of course the church is open on Monday and Thursday 
mornings. 

We are still working on having a regular visit from the Community Payback Team and 
in the meantime, we can only thank again all the many volunteers from Bulphan in 
Bloom who are maintaining the churchyard to such a high standard.  

 

Frank Woollard 

Bulphan Churchwarden’s Report 



 

Chelmsford Plumbing & Heating 

 

Trustworthy family run business 
 

All calls answered personally 
 

Confirmed bookings given 
 

*Boiler services, breakdowns, repairs 
 

*New boilers and heating systems 
 

*Plumbing repairs 
 

*Gas, Oil, LPG and Electrical work 
 

No job too small 
 

Work covered by 12-month guarantee 
 

01245 478588 
 

Email: sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk 
www.chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk 



 

ORSETT 

CHURCHWARDENS’ 

REPORT 
 

 

 

 

Churchwardens’ duties are varied, pleasurable and sometimes frustrating. Most of our time is spent 

cleaning and maintaining our wonderful church building together with getting it ready for Sunday 

services. 

 

However, this summer we have spent nearly all our time and efforts on trying to tidy up the 

churchyard. Due to a combination of the wet and sunny weather the grass had grown to an 

unmanageable height, which together with the sit on mower having to go in for yet another repair 

and Bronc, our devoted gardener needing a new heart valve, meant we had to look around for 

extra help.  

 

That help came in the form of a dad of an Orsett Year 6 pupil following the leavers’ service. We are 

extremely grateful to Andrew and his team of volunteers who attacked the long grass with gusto 

and eventually disposed of over 60 bags of cuttings. We also held a working party on the first 

Saturday in August and would like to thank all those church members who came along to help. 

 

In the hope that this situation doesn’t arise again we are in the process of engaging the Community 

Payback Workers to come along once a month to work in the church grounds. 

 

Our efforts have been compounded by people cutting the grass around their relative’s graves and 

then just piling it up for us to get rid of and by neighbours depositing their household waste in our 

bins leaving no room for our own rubbish. We realise this has been an exceptionally difficult time 

but would ask that if you cut back any of the areas around the churchyard that you either deposit 

the cuttings in the brown bin or, if this is full, bag them up and take them home. All of our bins have 

labels on them indicating what is to go in each one. 

 

Not wishing to end on a sour note, it is with very happy hearts that we welcome Bronc back to light 

gardening duties following his successful operation. It has been good to see him driving around the 

churchyard in command of the mower. Long may it continue. 

 

 

God Bless 

 

Christine and David Mortimer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HORNDON ON THE HILL CHURCHWARDENS’ REPORT 
 

 

Tomorrow, (12th August), apparently, is going to be the hottest day of 2024 so far (34 degrees 

centigrade is forecast).  For some this is great news but for others (me included) it is anything 

but ! 

 

This year, the weather has given rise to a very quick growing season and both our graveyard 

and cemetery have needed rapid grass mowing.  Unfortunately, we have only been able to 

obtain the help of the Community Pay- Back team once throughout the season and have relied 

on the fabulous Steve Smith and Tony Ward to keep both grounds in order; massive thanks 

to you both.  Our lime trees are sprouting mini branches that require removal to ensure their 

health.  If anyone has a spare hour or so and some secateurs please speak to either me or 

Sonia or one of the gardeners who will be able to point you in the right direction. 

 

Our Open Church is going from strength to strength with upwards of 50 people attending on 

a Tuesday morning.  A massive thankyou to Paul who so kindly donates his scrummy home-

made cakes.  We are so fortunate that all the cakes, refreshments and bacon rolls are donated 

and therefore, monies collected can go directly to church funds. 

 

On Saturday 5th October, at Open church, we will be holding an Autumn Book Fayre.  There 

will be plenty of books to purchase at very reasonable prices, plus lots of homemade cakes, 

maybe a raffle and of course bacon rolls and refreshments.  Why not come along and pick up 

some bargains to read throughout the autumnal nights. 

 

And finally, on Friday 9th August a short service took place on the pontoon adjacent to 

Tilbury’s Cruise terminal, when the ashes of Jimmy Murphy our rough sleeper were 

committed to the Thames.  Ruth Campbell, the Port Chaplain oversaw the ceremony. It was 

previously decided that, as Jimmy was formally a merchant seaman casting his ashes into the 

Thames would be a fitting tribute. 

 

Take care 

 

Bev Macrae 



 

BULPHAN VILLAGE SHOP 

      Bulphan Village Hall, Church Road, Bulphan RM14 3RU 

 

                                     Free delivery to local customers: call 07429 295505 

 

With a wide variety of groceries, fresh vegetables, fresh meat, fresh-baked bread, off licence, greetings cards and all household 

essentials, you can also make bill payments for water, electricity and gas with key and card top ups, replacement gas/electricity 

keys and cards, mobile phone top ups, the Health Lottery and National Lottery and a hot drinks machine.  

 

 

LOTS OF FREE PARKING 

 

Stamps are always available for sale at the till and there are main Post Office services at the 

hall next door on Thursday and Friday afternoons, 1.30 – 4.30pm 

 

IT'S ONLY A LITTLE SHOP, BUT IT CERTAINLY OFFERS A LOT. 

 

 

 

 

 

Orsett Village Dental Surgery  

is a long established family 

practice offering all dental 

treatments, including 

intravenous sedation for the 

nervous patient, laser 

surgery for most dental 

procedures, 

hygienist/therapist services 

and dental implants all 

carried out by highly trained 

practitioners. 

 
website: www.ssdental.co.uk 

email: sunnysidedentist@btconnect.com 

Dental treatment delivered 

by conscientious, experienced 

and very caring staff 

55 High Road Orsett RM16 

3HB 



 

 

 

 

 

 

      THE PARISH REGISTERS
 

 

 

Weddings 

10th August   Emma Gordon and James Allen Waddell  (B) 

 

Interment of ashes 

12th August   Celia Winship      (O) 

12th August   Coleen Kerry Tina Nye     (O) 

 

      

 

 

Wedding Enquiries 

If you would like to enquire about booking a wedding at:  
Horndon, Orsett or Bulphan churches,  

please contact: Revd Sue Mann: 01375 891254 

rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 
 

 

 

Baptism Enquiries 
To arrange a baptism you will need to attend a Baptism 

Preparation Meeting, where we will discuss the meaning of 

Baptism, the responsibilities of parents and Godparents, go 

through the Baptism service and give you the opportunity to ask 
questions. At the end of the meeting we can check the diary and 

you will be able to book your Baptism. 

 
Forthcoming Baptism Preparation Dates: 

Sat 14th September - 12 noon at Horndon Church 

Mon 14th October - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 
Sat 9th November - 12 noon at Horndon Church 

Mon 9th December - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 

 

 

For more information, please contact:  
Christine Mortimer: 01375 641485  

c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk 

 

mailto:rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk


 

PRAYER DIARY    
Some thoughts to include in your daily prayers 

 

 

 

 

 

September 1st  For those living on Oxford Road, Horndon 

September 2nd  For those starting at new schools 

September 3rd  For those living on Brentwood Road, Bulphan 

September 4th  For those living on Fen Lane, Orsett 

September 5th  For our Clergy and Churchwardens 

September 6th  For those living on Pump Street, Horndon 

September 7th  For those living on Welling Road, Orsett 

September 8th  For those living on Medbree Court, Orsett 

September 9th  For the Deanery of Thurrock 

September 10th  For the Church of England schools in our villages 

September 11th  For those living on Hillcrest Road, Horndon 

September 12th  For those living on Lower Dunton Road 

September 13th  For those living on Parkers Farm Road, Orsett 

September 14th  For those living on Heath Road, Orsett Heath 

September 15th  For the lonely 

September 16th  For those living on Conway Road, Orsett 

September 17th  For those living on Fen Lane, Bulphan 

September 18th  For those living on Bonham Drive, Orsett 

September 19th  For those in hospital 

September 20th  For those living on Wingfield Drive, Orsett 

September 21st  For our own prayer lives 

September 22d  For members of our congregations who live outside the Parish 

September 23d  For those living on Rowley Road, Orsett 

September 24th  For all those dealing with major transitions in their lives 

September 25th  For those living on The Parkway, Orsett 

September 26th  For those who mourn 

September 27th  For those living on Fordham's Row, Orsett 

September 28th  For our Methodist and Congregational brothers & sisters 

September 29th  For those living on Herga Hyll, Orsett 

September 30th  For our Rural Dean, David Rollins 

 

 

 

Alone with none but thee, my God, 

I journey on my way. 

What need I fear, when thou art near 

O king of night and day? 
 

More safe am I within thy hand 

Than if a host did round me stand. 

 

St  Columba 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Hall Mission, Bulphan 
Interdenominational 

Church Road, Bulphan 
 

https://zhm100.wixsite.com/zionhallmission 
 

We enjoy meeting every Sunday evening and extend a warm welcome to all to our services. Through 
August we were pleased to have had newcomer visits from the Parish and from a church that was 
not meeting over summer in the evening. 

 

The services for September are as follows: 
 

 1st  September        6:30 pm Revd Brenda Gutberlet  

 8th  September    6:30 pm David Raj 

15th September         6:30 pm Andrew Dickinson 

22nd September 6:30 pm Revd Pholani Ncube 

29th September 6:30 pm Lee Woodward 
 

As an advance notice we will be holding our traditional Harvest Service at 6:30pm on Sunday 6th 
October. The Harvest Service has proved to be popular over the years and we extend a particular 
invitation to all to come to share in our time of thanksgiving and celebration. 
 

Further to our item in last month’s HOBNOB if anyone is interested in obtaining our redundant 
Hammond L100 organ please let us know. Please be assured our services are accompanied by a 
modern electronic keyboard. 
 

If you live locally and would like to come along to a service but need transport, or for any other 
information on our Church or our services please contact the Secretary:  
Ian Blackburn on 01375 891522, 07880 235140 or at zionhallmission@outlook.com 

https://zhm100.wixsite.com/zionhallmission
https://zhm100.wixsite.com/zionhallmission
https://zhm100.wixsite.com/zionhallmission
mailto:zionhallmission@outlook.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community

In the 
Orsett Churches' Centre

 
Every Friday during term time

9.00-11.30am
 

Everyone is welcome
 

The perfect place to go after
the school run!

 

 

Edward Bear
Toddler Group

 
Edward Bear welcomes his little friends 
and their accompanying adults in the 

Orsett Churches' Centre Chapel
 

There is no charge for this Toddler Group
 

Every Friday during term time
9.30-11.00am

 
 

        For further details 
           please contact
         Karen Collier on 
            01375 370441

 

The dates of Edward Bear and Oasis Cafe are on our website www.hobnob.org.uk, on the 'What's on' page

 

 

Every Friday during term time 

9.30 am – 11.00 am 

 



 
The God-Man Jesus 

 

Matthew 8:27 says:- 
"What kind of man is this?" 
 
Most people stand quietly as funeral processions pass. Mouths closed. Hands 
folded. Reverently silent. Not Jesus. Not that day in Nain. He approached the 
mother of the dead boy and whispered something in her ear that made her turn 
and look at her son. She started to object but didn't. Signalling the pallbearers, 
Jesus instructed, "Wait." 
 
He walked toward the boy. Eye level with the corpse, he spoke. Not over it, as 
a prayer, but to it, as a command, "Young man, I say to you, arise!" (Luke 7:14) 
 
With the tone of a teacher telling students to sit or the authority of a mum telling 
her children to get out of the rain, Jesus commanded the dead boy not to be 
dead. And the boy obeyed. Cold skin warmed. Stiff limbs moved. White cheeks 
flushed. The men lowered the coffin, and the boy jumped up and into his 
mother's arms. Jesus "gave him back to his mother" (Luke 7:15). 
 
An hour later Jesus and his disciples were eating the evening meal. He laughed 
at a joke and asked for seconds on bread, and the irony of it all jolted Peter. 
Who are you? he wondered so softly that no one but God could hear. You just 
awakened the dead! Should you not be encased in light or encircled by angels 
or enthroned higher than a thousand Caesars? Yet, look at you - laughing at 
jokes I tell and eating the food we all eat. Just who are you? 
 
He was, at once man and God. Don't we need a God-man Saviour? A just-God 
Jesus could make us but not understand us. A just-man Jesus could love us but 
never save us. But a God-man Jesus? Near enough to touch. Strong enough to 
trust. A next-door Saviour. 
 
Do you know this GOD-man Jesus as your Saviour?  
 
 

                   Gerald Toop 



 



  

Bulphan  

Community  

Café  and Post Office 

A warm welcome to all. 
Comprehensive Post Office services; 

hot and cold drinks; 
licensed bar; 

cakes(including gluten free), 
crisps and biscuits 

free Wi-Fi 
Thursdays & Fridays from 1.30 - 4.30pm 

Local councillors Barry and Dave visit 

regularly. A social worker visits on the 

2nd & 4th Friday of the month from 2-4pm 

for adult care and support drop-in sessions. 

Regular visits from the Community Police. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month for anyone 

who would like a cuppa and a chat. Everyone is welcomed! 
 

Bring & Buy and Raffle 
 

All proceeds go to the J’s Hospice in Essex,  

providing hospice and  respite  care  for  young  adults  

with  life threatening and life limiting conditions 
 

 
For further details contact  

Beverley on 01375 671 474 

 
 

 

 

‘Forget-Me-Not’ 
Coffee morning 

 

In Horndon Woolmarket 
from 10.00 am  - 12.00 pm 

 

 

The Games Café  
at 

Horndon on the Hill Village Hall 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 

7.30pm to 9.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

We are all ‘have a go’ amateurs  

who welcome and encourage all new-comers. 

We have 2 Short Mat Bowls carpets 

so up to 12 people in teams of         

2 or 3 can play together. 

No previous experience 

needed. 

We play cards and board games: 

SkyJo, Sequence, Dobble, Trominoes, 

Bananagrams and many others. 

Guest games always welcome! 

Please text or call Allison for more information 07773539345 

£5 per week.  Just drop-in.   

No need to book. 

Come alone or  

with friend or partner. 

Please note: There is a £10 joining fee payable on your third visit, to cover set up costs, 

replacement games and low attendance weeks.  Thank you. 

 

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month for anyone 

who would like a cuppa and a chat. Everyone is welcomed! 
 

Bring & Buy and Raffle 
 

All proceeds go to the Havens Hospices in Essex. 

Havens Hospices provide specialist care and support for  people of 

all ages, and their families, who are living with incurable conditions  
 

 



 
 
 
3rd September 1752 to 13th September 1752 - 11 days lost 
 

The Gregorian calendar : The Gregorian calendar is the most used now, it is named after 
Pope Gregory XIII who introduced it in 1582. There is a leap year every 4 years (or more 
precisely, 97 every 400 years). This means that the year corresponds closely with the 
astronomical year, 365.24 days, so that it is just one day out every 3,300 years.  
 

The Julian calendar : Until 1752, in Britain we used the Julian Calendar. It was based on 
the solar year, the time it takes for the Earth to rotate around the Sun, and was less 
accurate than the Gregorian Calendar. The Julian Calendar was 365.25 days long, which 
was fractionally too long, and over time the calendar fell out of line with the seasons.  
 

All change : In 1752 Britain decided to correct this by using the Gregorian calendar. In 
doing so, September 3rd instantly became September 14th 
- as a result, nothing happened in British history between 
September 3rd and 13th 1752. Many believed their lives 
would be shortened and protested, demanding, ‘give us 
back our 11 days!’ 
 

Michaelmas – A day in September of many faces 
 

Michaelmas Day is the feast of St Michael the Archangel, celebrated on September 29th. 
St Michael is the patron saint of the sea and maritime lands, of ships and boatmen, of 
horses and horsemen. He was the Angel who hurled Lucifer (the devil) down from Heaven 
for his treachery.  
Michaelmas Day is traditionally the last day of the harvest season, today we have harvest 
festivals at the end of the season near Michaelmas Day.  
 

Quarter Day 
Michaelmas Day is a Quarter Day, when rents were due and bills had to be paid. Tenants 
seeking delay of payment at Michaelmas traditionally bought a goose as a present for 
their landlord to help seek his indulgence. 
 

Curfew 
Michaelmas used to be a popular start for the winter night curfew to begin - the first hint 
that winter was on the way. Curfew took the form of a tolling of the church bell, usually 
one strike for each day of the month that had passed in the current year and generally 
rung at 9pm, every night, apart from Sunday, until Shrove Tuesday..  
The word curfew may derive from the French word couvre feu, meaning 'cover fire'.  
 

Labourers for hire 
On the day after Michaelmas, agricultural labourers presented themselves, along with 
their tools, at the nearest market town. There they offered themselves for hire for the 
coming year. A fair followed the hirings and this was called Mop or Hiring Fair.  Contracts 
between employer and employee, were done by handshake but were binding and a 
Labourer couldn’t resign or be sacked without good cause; breaking a contract could ruin 
either man's reputation for the following year. The nature of such hirings meant that 
agricultural labourers could move around looking for better wages and conditions 
especially for those with families, wherever they were offered.  This mobility in search 
of a better life was a feature for farm labourers well into the 20th century. 



   

    

 

  Bulphan WI 
‘In August some members and friends went on a trip to DSI London 

in Croydon.  The company make dance costumes for all ages, 

including for dance competitions and the television shows Strictly 

Come Dancing and Dancing on Ice.  We learnt that the costumes for 

Strictly are hired from the company, and following a tour of the 

fabric store and workroom, there was an opportunity to try some 

on.  The picture shows some of the group admiring one of the 

dresses on display in reception. 
 

At our ‘hot August night’ meeting, we listened intently to the tales told by Richard Pusey of the 

links Essex based medical folk have had during history, to important discoveries such as 

inoculation and obstetrics.  His illustrated talk referenced places such as Ingatestone and 

Maldon, and his supposition that the wreck of Charles Darwin’s ship ‘The Beagle’ is to be found 

off Paglesham.  
 

Film club have been to see ‘It Ends With Us’ this month, and reported that it was an enjoyable 

film, though difficult in parts to watch, and they are 

looking forward to the sequel. The darts team are re-

starting weekly practice in September ready for the 

start of the heats. 
 

The members are organising the 11th September 

meeting, and so the details are a closely guarded 

secret!  If you would like to join us from 7.30 pm you 

would be most welcome, the first visit is free, though a 

refreshment donation is always welcome.’ 

Leslie Crisp 



 

http://www.wellhousegallery.co.uk/


 

 

ORSETT STORES 

YOUR LOCAL AND FRIENDLY VILLAGE STORE 
41 High Road Orsett, Essex Telephone: 01375891242 

Open from 6.30am until 9.30pm Monday-Saturday 7.00am until 9.30pm Sundays 

Suppliers of Groceries, Fresh Bread, Milk, Fruit, Vegetables, Chilled and Frozen Foods, Fresh Meat,  

Off Licence, Tobacco, Cards and Stationery, Confectionery,  

Fresh Flowers and Plants, Daily Newspapers and magazines. 

 

Free local home delivery on 

Tuesdays & Fridays,  

please call to place your order. 
 

Services: 

Dry Cleaning, Photocopying,  

National Lottery Outlet,  

Newspaper delivery. 
 

Post Office Local In-Store   

Open from 8.30am until 1.00pm  

Monday-Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The churches in this Parish are committed to 
the safeguarding, care and nurture of 

everyone within the church community; 
especially children, young people and 

vulnerable adults. 
 

The Parish Safeguarding Representative is 
Janet McCheyne, who can be contacted on: 

0775 283 6902 
or 

janetmcc101@gmail.com 
 

The Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be 
contacted on: 
01245 294 444 

or 
safeguarding@chelmsford.anglican.org 



Ecology & Social Jus/ce Ac/on Group 

It was frightening to see such anger, hate and violence erupt, recently, so suddenly, across so many communi8es in the 

UK.  Ordinary people appear to have got s8rred up and reacted, perhaps out of character, in response to what they 

saw or heard or read, without it would seem pausing to ques8on its accuracy or reliability or truth.  

I am sure we have all at 8mes fallen into that trap: overhead a snippet of conversa8on and taken it out of context, read 

a headline without reading the detailed report, accepted an opinion without considering the differing view. But we 

must ALL pause and be cri8cal thinkers. 

There seems to be a growing trend to marginalize groups of people that are different to us, whether it’s due to their 

sexuality, race, religion, country of origin, etc.  As Chris8ans we have a duty to resist such ac8on.  We are called 

Chris8ans as we are (supposed to be) Christ-like, and Jesus accepted all, especially the marginalized. 

The Church Times reported that Archbishop Welby, wri8ng in a newspaper in response to the rio8ng that spread 

through the UK, stated that far-right groups are “unChris8an”. Their misuse of Chris8an imagery is an offence to the 

faith, and Chris8ans should not associate with them. The riots were led by far-right groups and individuals spreading 

false rumours online about the man charged with the murders [of three Southport children]. Muslims and asylum-

seekers were targeted; mosques and hotels in which refugees and asylum-seekers are being housed were among the 

buildings damaged. “It is racist. It targets ethnic minori8es. It is an8-Muslim, an8-refugee, and an8-asylum-seeker.” 

The Archbishop stated “Disagreeing is healthy, and being disagreed with can be strengthening, unless it is underpinned 

by hatred and violence” and he argued “free speech, freedom of worship, and the right to peaceful protest must be 

protected.” But ignorance was not an excuse, he said. “And to remove any doubt, the Chris8an iconography that has 

been exploited by the far right is an offence to our faith, and all that Jesus was and is. Let me say clearly now to 

Chris8ans that they should not be associated with any far-right group - because those groups are unChris8an.” 

“The most powerful scenes from the past week were ones of conversa8on, support, and community, the Archbishop 

related: an imam in Liverpool bringing food to a small group of far-right rioters; bricklayers helping to rebuild a mosque 

that had been vandalised; a CofE chaplain working with interna8onal students to clear away debris aXer an evening 

shielding Sunderland Minster from damage. “We must develop and cherish these examples of civic virtue that have 

been counter-messages to those of the mob.”  It required “real intent together … rooted in the common good and in 

solidarity. That means no preferences except on the basis of need. It means good housing, health, and educa8on for 

marginalised communi8es in our urban centres and former mill towns, as well as on the coasts and in the outer 

estates.”” 

Source: The Church Times 12.08.24 (h6ps://www.church:mes.co.uk/ar:cles/2024/16-august/news/uk/chris:ans-have-no-place-in-far-right-groups-archbishop-

welby-warns) following Archbishop Welby’s ar:cle in The Guardian 12.08.24. 

We see in the USA the promo8on of Chris8an Na8onalism, which many argue is also unChris8an as it seeks to 

marginalize groups of people. A brief summary of this argument by Chris8an, Texas State Representa8ve, James Talarico 

(@jamestalarico on X.com) worth seeing is here:    

h_ps://x.com/CalltoAc8vism/status/1820586272894894340?t=tajxL5Dct55EQFXD1avsQg&s=03 

Philip Mann  

Ecology & Social Jus/ce Ac/on Group          

                                          

 Fairtrade Fortnight 

Mon 9 Sept – Sun 22 Sept 2024 

Why not buy your Fairtrade ingredients now ready to make your Fairtrade 
Christmas cake and pudding 

Buy online or from your supermarket – Co-op do a good range of Fairtrade items  

https://x.com/CalltoActivism/status/1820586272894894340?t=tajxL5Dct55EQFXD1avsQg&s=03


 

mailto:thurrockcommunitypolicingteam@essex.police.uk
mailto:james.mcmurdock.mp@parliament.uk


FAMOUS PERSON IN SEPTEMBER 

Mungo Park 
September 1771 - January 1806 

 

Mungo Park was born in Fowlshiels, Selkirk, Scotland and 
died near Bussa on the Niger River [now in Nigeria] 

Educated as a surgeon at the University of Edinburgh, 
Park was appointed a medical officer in 1792 on a vessel 
engaged in the East Indies trade. His subsequent studies 
of the plant and animal life of Sumatra won for him the 
backing of the African Association to explore the true 
course of the Niger River. Beginning his exploration at the 
mouth of the Gambia River on June 21, 1795, Park 
ascended that river for 200 miles to Pisania (now Karantaba, The Gambia), a British 
trading station. Hampered by fever and formidable hardships, he crossed the unknown 
territory of the upper Sénégal River basin. He was imprisoned by an Arab chief for four 
months but escaped on July 1, 1796, to continue his journey with little more than a 
horse and a compass. On July 20 he reached Ségou (now in Mali) on the Niger, which 
he followed downstream for 80 miles (130 km) to Silla. Finally forced to turn back for 
lack of supplies, Park, traveling on foot, took a more southerly route on his return. 
After traversing mountainous country, he arrived at Kamalia in Mandingo country, 
where he lay dangerously ill with fever for seven months. With the assistance of a slave 
trader, he reached Pisania on June 10, 1797. He returned to Britain to write an account 
of his adventures, Travels in the Interior Districts of Africa (1797), which became a 
popular success and made him famous. 

Two years later Park married and practiced medicine in Peebles in Scotland until asked 
by the government to head a second expedition to the Niger. Commissioned a captain, 
he led a party of 40 Europeans to Pisania and, on Aug. 19, 1805, with only 11 survivors, 
reached Bamako (now in Mali) on the Niger. Resuming the journey by canoe, he and his 
companions reached Ségou, where the local ruler gave him permission to continue 
his voyage down the unexplored river. Hoping to reach the coast at the end of January 
1806, he set sail with eight companions from Sansanding, a little below Ségou, on Nov. 
19, 1805. Reports that the expedition had met with disaster soon reached the 
settlements on the Gambia. In 1812 it was learned that when the explorers reached the 
rapids at Bussa, about 1,000 miles below Sansanding, they were attacked by local 
inhabitants, and Park was drowned. 
 



 

OCTOBER  

BOOK FAYRE 

OCTOBER 5TH 

10am - 12noon 



 

HORNDON-ON-THE-HILL 
 

We meet at the Welcome Club 
1, Victoria Road, Stanford-le-Hope 
At 8.00pm on the last Tuesday  
each month except in December. 
 
New members welcome 
Enquiries to the Secretary 
Sec.hothrbl@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

BULPHAN SHORT MAT BOWLS 

 Meetings are in Bulphan Village Hall every 
 Tuesday from 1.45 - 4.15pm and 
 Fridays from 7.00 - 9.00pm 
 New members are welcome and no experience is necessary 
 as friendly advice and tuition can be given 
 

 For further information telephone Lesley on 07766 505 755 

 

 

 

Horndon-on-the-Hill 

BRIDGE CLUB 

In Horndon Village Hall  

Every Friday from 1.30 - 4.30pm  

Admission £2.00 (includes tea/coffee biscuits) 

Very friendly atmosphere 

Intermediate standard basic ACOL played 

For details telephone: Stuart Cameron 01375 673 237 
 

 

 

 
ADVERTISING POLICY 

 

If space is available, new HOBNOB adverts 

are reserved for local 

contractors/organisations within a 15m 

radius of the Parish, excluding the area 

South of the Thames…… 
 

And it is expected that any advertiser 

upholds 

ethical working practices and is in 

sympathy 

with the ethos of the church. Ultimately 

the decision will rest with the PCC.’ 



 

 

The Orsett Show has its roots in the mid 19th century with the first meeting of  

the Orsett Agricultural Society on Tuesday 12th October 1841.  A number of 

agricultural societies were formed from the late 18th century to promote farming 

and husbandry in a competitive setting. 

The first one in Orsett constituted a ploughing match in a field belonging to Mr 

Hunt.  The top prizes for the ploughing match went to Mr J Hawkins (men’s) and W 

Knowles (under 20s) who received £1 

10s and £1 respectively with second 

and third places getting smaller 

amounts.  There were also a series of 

cash prizes for farming servants (men) 

and home servants (women), who had 

been doing the same job or in the 

employ of the same master/mistress 

the longest without a break (except 

illness).  The top male prize of £1 went 

to J. Doank for 42 years and the top 

female prize went to A. Bennett who 

received 15s for 6 years.  There were also prizes for the married couple, widower 

or widow who had raised the most children without or the least parochial assistance 

the top prize of £1 went to H. Allard for raising 12 children with no assistance.  

In 1846 prizes were awarded for vegetables for the first time, with potatoes and  

onions.   

In 1851, ten years after the first, the number of prizes awarded for farming / 

husbandry had increased with ploughing being joined by jobs such as shepherding, 

seed drilling, dibbing and dropping, stacking and thatching.  The long service and 

family awards expanded to boys and girls performing well in their first jobs. Those 

who saved for their future, presumably to encourage others so they wouldn’t be 

beholding to the parish in later life, were also given cash prizes. The rewarding of 

long/good service at the show continued into the 20th century.  There were awards 

for keeping gardens tidy as well as growing a wide range of fruit and veg.   

This set the tone for years to come as the categories increased, with categories 

for other home produced food and goods, that feature in the modern show. 

The death in March 1880 of the Lord of the Manor, Richard Baker-Wingfield Baker 

caused the demise of the Orsett Agricultural Society in its 39th year.  That September 

saw the last of the first Orsett Shows.  He was described as the society’s greatest 

supporter, which suggests his immediate successor didn’t have the same level of 

enthusiasm or interest. 

The Society and show was revived in 1895 by the Lord of the Manor, Captain 

Thomas Whitmore who granted the use of the grounds of Orsett Hall for the show, 

where it continued when Captain Whitmore’s son, Francis (later Colonel Sir Francis 

Whitmore) took over as President in the late 1890s.  It remained at Orsett Hall until 

after Sir John Whitmore (Sir Francis’ son) disposed of the Orsett estate in 1968.  In 

the 1970s it moved from the grounds of Orsett Hall to the showground in Rectory 

Road, where it has been held ever since. 

The original shows were held midweek weather and harvest dependent from early 

September to late October.  In 1949 it moved to its now a regular fixture on the 

first Saturday in September.   



 

The Season of Creation, between 1 September and 4 October, is a 

time to renew our relationship with our Creator and all creation.

Join us on Wednesday 2 October 

at Chelmsford Cathedral to  

celebrate and re-commit to 

hoping and acting with creation 

Reflective Retreat “Hope in a time of climate crisis”

Register and for more details

Evening Prayer
Cathedral Chapter House Chelmsford Cathedral

Led by Rev. Sandra Eldridge, Diocesan Environmental O!cer. 

To register for the retreat scan the QR code below.

For more details about these events and other events taking 

place in Chelmsford Diocese during the Season of Creation, 

as well as resources for your church, visit:  

www.chelmsford.anglican.org/season-of-creation-2024  

or scan this QR code.

Contact: seldridge@chelmsford.anglican.org 

Refreshments and stalls from Love Your Chelmsford, Green Christian, 

Christian Aid and about the Net Zero Carbon work in the diocese.

Evening prayer with input from young people.

Panel Q&A “How do we hope and act with creation?”   

Panel members include Mark Smith from Love Your  

Chelmsford and Steven Green, Organic Farmer, sensitive  

to the Environment,  Essex.

4pm - 5pm

5.15pm - 6.15pm 

6.30pm - 7.45pm 

1.30pm - 3.45pm



 



 

 

 

Chelmsford Diocese Mothers’ Union (CDMU):  

In Chelmsford Diocese, we celebrated Mary Sumner Day on 9 August in the Chapter House, 

near Chelmsford Cathedral. It was a wonderful time of fellowship together with worship and prayerful reflection. It 

was also interesting to see photos on Facebook throughout the day showing how other Mothers’ Union members 

celebrated. This included numerous photos from across Myanmar. We are thankful that they were able to celebrate 

safely. 

News hot off the press: The new triennial theme for 2025 – 2027 will be Join Us and Join IN! 

Annual Review 2023 

If you’re interested in reading about the work of Mothers’ Union across the world, 

why don’t you have a read of the Mothers’ Union Annual review for 2023, which is 

now available to download at https://www.mothersunion.org/annualreview2023 - 

it makes for amazing reading! 

 

Celebrating life of Bishop Timothy Dudley-Smith 

Bishop Timothy Dudley-Smith, who died on 12 August 2024 aged 97 years and whose 

remarkable life spanned nearly a century, was a man of deep faith, unwavering 

dedication, and a beloved supporter of the Mothers' Union. Born in 1926, the same 

year that Mary Sumner House (Mothers' Union headquarter) opened its doors, 

Bishop Dudley-Smith’s life and work became intertwined with the values and mission of the Mothers' Union. He is 

perhaps best known for his contributions to the post-war hymn explosion in Britain a movement that transformed 

modern worship. His hymns, such as "Tell Out My Soul" (1962) and "Lord, For the Years" (1967), have become 

cherished favourites within the Mothers' Union, embodying the spirit of worship and commitment to family and 

community that defines the organisation. Bishop Dudley-Smith's support for the Mothers' Union extended far beyond 

his hymns. His deep understanding of the challenges and triumphs faced by families across the world fuelled his 

commitment to the Mothers' Union's mission of nurturing faith, strengthening families, and advocating for 

justice. His words, filled with grace and wisdom, provided comfort and guidance, becoming anthems of hope and 

encouragement. May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 

Prayer Diary 2024: September 

The theme for September in our MU Prayer Diary 2024 is ‘Seasons’, and we have the following 

reflection and prayer:  

For everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under heaven. Ecclesiastes 3:1 Is 

this a time to emphasise the Fifth Mark of Mission of the Anglican Communion? A time for the 

leaves of the trees to become the healing of the nations. Mothers’ Union has always engaged 

in the first four Marks of Mission. The 5th is less well known: To strive to safeguard the integrity 

of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth. What can we each do to treasure and safeguard God’s gift of 

creation for future generations and families? 

Monthly Prayer 

As the tides of time wash over the shores of my life, bless me with the joy of living. As I sift through the shifting sands 

of my years, bless me with understanding. As the seasons of budding and fruiting come and go, bless me with a 

thankful spirit. Amen 

Creative Prayer 

Collect twelve leaves of different shapes and shades of green or fallen autumn leaves in their brilliant colours. Arrange 

them in a circle like a clock. Touch the leaf which best reflects how you feel today. Thank God for the changing cycles 

and seasons of life. 

Lucy Bubb, Mothers’ Union contact.  



Saint Giles 
 
Feast day – September 1st  
 
Born c. 650 : Athens, Achaea, Eastern Roman Empire 
Died c. 710 : Septimania, Kingdom of the Visigoths (Languedoc, Southern France) 
 
Saint Giles, also known as Giles the Hermit, was a hermit or monk active in the lower 
Rhône most likely in the 7th Century. Revered as a saint, his cult became widely diffused 
but his biography is mostly legendary. A town that bears his name grew up around the 
monastery he supposedly founded, which became a pilgrimage centre and a stop on the 
Way of Saint James.  
 
Giles is the subject of an elaborate and largely anonymous Latin legend first attested in 
the 10th Century. He was a Greek, and, according to legend, he was the son of King 
Theodore and Queen Pelagia of Athens. 
 
Although born in Athens, Giles lived in retreats 
near the mouth of the Rhône and by the River 
Gard in Septimania in the Visigothic Kingdom. He 
is linked with Arles, but finally he withdrew deep 
into the forest near Nîmes, where in the greatest 
solitude he spent many years, his sole 
companion being his beloved deer, or red deer, 
who in some stories sustained him on her milk. 
Giles ate a Christian vegetarian diet.  
This retreat was finally discovered by the king's 
hunters, who had pursued the hind to its place of 
refuge. An arrow shot at the deer wounded the 
saint instead, who afterwards became a patron 
of the physically disabled. The king, by legend, 
was Wamba, who held the hermit in high esteem 
for his humility in rejecting all honours save 
having some disciples. Wamba built him a 
monastery in his valley, Saint Gilles du Gard, 
which Giles placed under the Benedictine rule. He 
died there in the early part of the 8th century, with the highest repute for sanctity and 
miracles. 
 
Saint Giles is the patron saint of people with disabilities and is also invoked as a saint 
for childhood fears, convulsions, depression, particularly in Normandy. In medieval art, 
he is depicted with his symbol, the hind.  His emblem is also an arrow. Giles is one of 
the Fourteen Holy Helpers, and the only non-martyr, initially invoked as protection 
against the Black Death.  
 



 



 

Monday 
10-12 noon

Weekly

St Mary the Virgin
Church,  Bulphan

Open Church
Visit the Church, enjoy a tea or coffee
in the Parish Room, behind the church

St Peter & St Paul
Church, 

Horndon on the Hill

Methodist Church
Horndon on the hill

Woolmarket
Horndon on the hill

Tuesday
10-12 noon

Weekly

Open Church
Visit the Church and enjoy a tea or

coffee and cake or bacon butty

2nd Tuesday of
the month 
10-12 noon

Friday 
9-11.30am
Term time

Saturday
10-12 noon

Weekly

 Village Hall
Bulphan

Community Café
 Cafe/Bar and Post Office both sessions.

Regular visits from councillors, social
services & police.

Thursday/ Friday 
1.30-4.30pm

Weekly

St Peter & St Paul
Church, 

Horndon on the hill

Oasis Café
Join us for tea, coffee, toast, 
crumpets, biscuits and a chat.

      Forget-me-not coffee morning
Come for a coffee and chat.  

All profit goes to Havens Hospice

Thursday
10-12 noon

Weekly

 Orsett Churches
Centre, 

High Road, Orsett

Community Chat and Cuppa
Join us for tea, coffee, cake and

conversation

Open Church
Visit the Church and enjoy a tea or

coffee and cake or bacon butty

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan
Where all are welcome to meet

for a chat and a cuppa

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community




