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Open Church means that the Church is open for private prayer, refreshments are available at all sessions except Thursdays at Bulphan. 

SERVICES – January 2025  HORNDON ORSETT BULPHAN 
Thursday 2nd January    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 3rd    No Oasis Café or Edward Bear  

Saturday 4th   Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments   

Sunday 5th January 
Epiphany 

10am All Together  
Holy Communion Service   

Monday 6th          Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 7th  Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Thursday 9th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 10th    
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 11th  Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Sunday 12th January 1st 
Sunday of Epiphany  8.45am Holy Communion Service 

10am Family Service  

Monday 13th     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 14th   
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments   

2pm Holy Communion Service, at the Whitecroft 

Thursday 16th     Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 17th    
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 18th   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Sunday 19th January 
2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

 
 8.45am CW Holy Communion Service 

10am Holy Communion Service 4pm Refresh Service 

Monday 20th     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 21st   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Thursday 23rd    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 24th    
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 25th   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Sunday 26th January   
3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

8.45am BCP Holy Communion Service 
10am Family Service   

Monday 27th     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 28th   
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments   
12noon Holy Communion Service 

Thursday 30th     Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 31st    
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 1st February  
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments   
4pm Forest Church 

Sunday 2nd February 
Candlemas   10am All Together  

Holy Communion Service   

Monday 3rd     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 4th    Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   



Happy New Year to you all! 

Thank you to everyone who worked hard during December to ensure that all our Christmas services and 

events ran smoothly. And thank you to those of you who came and shared in worship. It was lovely to 

see you. Please do remember that you are always welcome at any church service at any time of the 

year. 

We were, of course, privileged to be able to celebrate Christmas without fear for our lives. Ironically, 

and sadly, for many of our brothers and sisters living in the Holy Land, this would not have been the 

case. 

You may have noticed that the carol ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ was  omitted from our services this 

year.  Out of respect for our brothers and sisters in the Holy Land, many of whom are living in fear, it just 

felt insensitive to sing ‘O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie…’ when that is currently far 

from being the reality. 

I have, for the past two years considered including, in one of our services, an alternative version of ‘O 

Little Town’ which was shared with me on a clergy training day, the lyrics of which reflect the current 

situation. I decided against this, recognising that people do want to come to church to celebrate the joy 

and glory of the birth of Jesus at this time. 

However, I would like to share those words with you now and ask that you might use it as a prayer for 

those living in fear in the Holy Land, as we move forwards into 2025. 

1.O sad and troubled Bethlehem, 

we hear your longing cry 

for peace and justice to be born 

and cruel oppression die. 

How deep your need for that great gift 

of love in human form. 

Let Christ in you be seen again 

and hearts by hope made warm. 

3.Amazingly and lovingly 

Jesus the child has come 

and, brought to birth through human pain, 

makes broken hearts his home. 

He comes to comfort all who weep, 

to challenge every wrong 

and, living with the weak and poor, 

Becomes their hope, their song. 
Words by Wendy Ross-Barker 

2.While morning stars and evening stars 

shine out in your dark sky, 

despair now stalks your troubled streets 

where innocents still die. 

And Jesus, born of Mary, 

whose love will never cease, 

feels even now your pain and fear, 

longs with you for your peace. 

 

 

I will continue to pray for peace in our world as we journey forward into another year and I wish you all 

a peaceful and joyous 2025. May God bless you all. 

Sue  



 

RECTOR Reverend Sue Mann    email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk            01375 891 254 
 

PTO*  Reverend Max Blake    email: max@hobnob.org.uk          07716 969 772 

*(permission to officiate) 

 
 

 

PARISH CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS        

Churchwardens Alastair Macrae, Beverley Macrae, Christine Mortimer, 

David Mortimer,  Sonia Ward, Frank Woollard. 

  Treasurer      Lynn Bennett 

  Secretary     Beverley Macrae     

  Parish Administrator    Lynda Robertson. 

Deanery Synod Representatives   Karen Collier, Alastair Macrae, Janet Wilkins,  

Frank Woollard 

  Lay Representatives    Jane Barry, Sandra Billinger, Felicity Tarbard,  

Samantha Pankhurst, Ron Porter 

 

CHURCH OFFICERS AND CONTACT DETAILS 

St Peter & St Paul Horndon-on-the-Hill 

 Churchwardens     Sonia Ward            01375 674212 

       Beverley Macrae            01375 673 327 

 Deputy Churchwarden    Felicity Tarbard            01375 677581  

 Sacristans     Jane Barry. Judy Rood. Beverley Macrae  

     

St Giles & All Saints Orsett 

 Churchwardens     Christine Mortimer           01375 641 485 

       David Mortimer            01375 641 485 

 Sacristan     Janet Wilkins 

 Vergers     Jo Metcalf 

       Libby Seggons 

 Mothers’ Union contact    Lucy Bubb            07970 728 673 

 Edward Bear Toddler Group   Karen Collier                     01375 370 441 

 Tower Captain     Judith Church            01375 891 556 

 Oasis Café     Sandra Billinger            01375 891 040 

 Churches’ Centre Bookings   Gary Jones           bookings@orsettchurches.co.uk  

 

St Mary-the-Virgin Bulphan 

 Churchwardens     Frank Woollard            01375 891 034 

       Alastair Macrae            01375 673 327 

 Verger      Ron Porter            01375 891 697 

 Parish Room Bookings    Traudi Porter            01375 891 697  

 

Parish Administrator 

 Lynda Robertson: l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk             07974 803 471 

 

Parish Baptism Co-ordinator 

 Christine Mortimer: c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk                                01375 641 485 

 

Musicians 

 Jane Barry                   07552 199 697 

 Janet McCheyne                   07752 836 902   

 

 

To arrange Weddings, please contact Rev. Sue Mann on 01375 891 254 or email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 

 

 

THE PARISH OF 

HORNDON, ORSETT AND BULPHAN 
www.hobnob.org.uk Facebook: @HOBNOBchurches 



 

 

 

 

 

 

      THE PARISH REGISTERS
 

 

Weddings  

21st December  Rebecca Maria Dee Martin & Lee Mark Burton (H) 

Baptisms 

22nd December  Isabella Samantha Frost    (O) 

22nd December  Samantha Day      (O) 

Funerals  

16th December  Doris Stoddart (82)                 (H) 

19th December  Renate Walburga Bashford            (SLH)

  

 

 

Wedding Enquiries 

If you would like to enquire about booking a wedding at:  
Horndon, Orsett or Bulphan churches,  

please contact: Revd Sue Mann: 01375 891254 

rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 
 

 

 

Baptism Enquiries 
To arrange a baptism you will need to attend a Baptism 

Preparation Meeting, where we will discuss the meaning of 

Baptism, the responsibilities of parents and Godparents, go 

through the Baptism service and give you the opportunity to ask 
questions. At the end of the meeting we can check the diary and 

you will be able to book your Baptism. 

 
Forthcoming Baptism Preparation Dates: 

 

Sat 11th January - 12 noon at Horndon Church 
Mon 10th February - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 

Sat 8th March - 12 noon at Horndon Church 
Mon 7th April - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 

Sat 10th May - 12 noon at Horndon Church 

Mon 9th June - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 
Sat 12th July - 12 noon at Horndon Church 

Mon 11th August - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 

Sat 13th September - 12 noon at Horndon Church 
Mon 13th October - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 

Sat 8th November - 12 noon at Horndon Church 

Monday 8th December - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 
 

For more information, please contact:  
Christine Mortimer: 01375 641485  

c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk 

 

mailto:rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk


 

 

The earth rotates once a day on its axis and the earth travels 

around the sun once every 365 days whether we like it or not 

we are trapped in this clockwork type action. 

In the same way the Church’s calendar moves forward, and 

we found ourselves in Advent. A time of watching and waiting for the celebration that sees 

the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Despite all the commercial marketing, still a 

wonderful and joyous time. 

For me, as I was in hospital from mid-December 2023 to mid-January 2024 – this 

Christmas was a wonderful time. Last Christmas there were no decorations in our house 

and this time we seemed to have lights everywhere. 

St Mary’s Church started its programme of services with the Bulphan School service on 

Friday 13th December and this was followed by the Christingle service on Tuesday 17th 

December. Both services were very well attended. At The Christingle service with over 50 

Christingle candles lit and most of the church in darkness quite a moving moment.  The 

next service at St Marys Church was on Christmas Eve at 10.00 pm which took us all into 

Christmas. 

We are blessed in that we have received suUicient donations to place the order for a new 

sound system The existing system was installed when the church was renovated in 

1998/1999 and did not serve all the church and the microphones were not really suitable 

for school services and the like. Electronic equipment in the last 30 years has progressed 

significantly and it is important that everyone can hear what is said. We have placed the 

order with the company that installed the system at Orsett Church and who are 

recommended by The Diocese. The work is planned to start from about the 10th April next 

year. Ron is investigating the purchase of a new lectern to ensure greater stability for the 

new set up which will need approval. We are also considering buying a new post box as 

just recently some important mail addressed to the church was returned to the Post 

OUice, this created a delay on an urgent letter. 

There are ups and downs in church life and the down is that the three churches combined 

can only aUord to pay about 75% of its Family Purse, and remember this payment pays 

for our clergy. Perhaps we can all look at our giving in The New Year. 

It is a time to thank so many people for all the work they carry out in maintaining our 

Churchyard and Church which does look amazing. 

Wishing everyone a Happy and Joyous Christmas and a Healthy New Year. 

Frank Woollard 

Bulphan Churchwarden’s Report 



  

Bulphan  

Community  

Café  and Post Office 

A warm welcome to all. 
Comprehensive Post Office services; 

hot and cold drinks; 
licensed bar; 

cakes(including gluten free), 
crisps and biscuits 

free Wi-Fi 
Thursdays & Fridays from 1.30 - 4.30pm 

Local councillors Barry and Dave visit 

regularly. A social worker visits on the 

2nd & 4th Friday of the month from 2-4pm 

for adult care and support drop-in sessions. 

Regular visits from the Community Police. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month for anyone 

who would like a cuppa and a chat. Everyone is welcomed! 
 

Bring & Buy and Raffle 
 

All proceeds go to the J’s Hospice in Essex,  

providing hospice and  respite  care  for  young  adults  

with  life threatening and life limiting conditions 
 

 
For further details contact  

Beverley on 01375 671 474 

 
 

 

 

‘Forget-Me-Not’ 
Coffee morning 

 

In Horndon Woolmarket 
from 10.00 am  - 12.00 pm 

 

 

The Games Café  
at 

Horndon on the Hill Village Hall 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 

7.30pm to 9.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

We are all ‘have a go’ amateurs  

who welcome and encourage all new-comers. 

We have 2 Short Mat Bowls carpets 

so up to 12 people in teams of         

2 or 3 can play together. 

No previous experience 

needed. 

We play cards and board games: 

SkyJo, Sequence, Dobble, Trominoes, 

Bananagrams and many others. 

Guest games always welcome! 

Please text or call Allison for more information 07773539345 

£5 per week.  Just drop-in.   

No need to book. 

Come alone or  

with friend or partner. 

Please note: There is a £10 joining fee payable on your third visit, to cover set up costs, 

replacement games and low attendance weeks.  Thank you. 

 

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month for anyone 

who would like a cuppa and a chat. Everyone is welcomed! 
 

Bring & Buy and Raffle 
 

All proceeds go to the Havens Hospices in Essex. 

Havens Hospices provide specialist care and support for  people of 

all ages, and their families, who are living with incurable conditions  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

HORNDON ON THE HILL CHURCHWARDEN LOOKBACK 2024 

 

What a busy year 2024 has been.   

 

The year started with a visit from Revd Mike Nelson from Gillingham who came to visit in order to talk to 

us about his church’s journey to become part of the Inclusive Church.  It was a decision made, not only by 

their PCC but the congregation as a whole.  All those present were able to discuss, with Mike, any questions 

they had.  Food for thought, the subject was also discussed at the PCC Awayday at Mulberry House, 

Brentwood in February.  Another PCC awayday, this time nearer (Bulphan Parish Room) will take place mid-

January with Inclusivity as one of the topics for discussion. 

 

Lent lunches were again on offer throughout the parish with all monies raised going to Water Aid.  This 

year we were delighted to raise over £1,200 for this cause.  The lunches continue in 2025 but will be held 

just once in each village, proceeds going to the Bishops’ Easter Appeal. 

 

Our lime trees were in urgent need of a haircut this year (as were Orsett’s). The way they are cut back is 

drastic but necessary and can sometimes bring negative comments.  By summer the trees were looking a 

lot better and with the extra branches cut off in early autumn it’s hoped it will be a good more years before 

they need another cut back. 

 

The World Day of Prayer on 1st March was held in the Methodist church, Horndon with the service being 

produced by Christian women in Palestine.  The theme being ‘I beg you, bear with one another in love’ , 

which has heart breaking poignancy with what is still occurring in the Middle East.  In 2025 the World Day 

of Prayer will be held at the little Zion church over in Bulphan on 7th March, being written by the women 

of the Cook Islands. 

 

Back in June and just prior to the Feast and Fayre Sonia and Janet gave a lunchtime concert after a Tuesday 

Open Church and called it ‘Indulgence’.  it was a roaring success with over £900 being raised.  The subject 

of the Flower Festival was ’50 years of Flower Festivals’.  The Feast and Fayre theme for 2025 is 500 years 

of the Woolmarket.   

 

Open Church held every Tuesday and Saturday continues to attract over 50 people on a Tuesday and 

around 20 on a Saturday.  Bacon rolls are joined by a home-made cake or two (or three) but best of all, lots 

of chatting.  Following on from last’s year’s Christmas party another was held on 10th December with 

mulled wine, mince pies carol singing and general good cheer.   

 

Revd Sue had the second half of her sabbatical in October using it to walk another part of the Camino de 

Santiago.  Her flock were looked after in her absence by Max and Wendy Mott. The Autumn Book Fayre 

was well attended and Robin has advised he will be holding a Spring fayre in March. 

 

And finally, both Sonia and I would like to wish everyone a very happy and prosperous New Year 

 

 

Bev Macrae - Churchwarden 



 

ORSETT  

CHURCHWARDENS’ 

REPORT 
 

 

 

 

We hope everyone was able to attend a church service over the advent and Christmas period. With 

lots of different services to choose from, I’m sure we all had our favourites. We hosted the Pound 

Nativity, which, due to insurance costs, has now moved to the church building. It was lovely to see 

the village come together for a service with readings, carols and costumes galore! Our thanks go to 

Jackie and her team of helpers in keeping this much loved tradition alive and also to Orsett in Bloom 

for supplying mulled wine and mince pies for all. 

 

This report cannot be written without saying a huge ‘Thank you’ to Orsett School for a wonderful 

carol service; it was without doubt the best school service that we have ever seen. The children 

behaved impeccably, showing respect to Rev Sue and all the Year 6 readers, and the singing was 

second to none. A special mention to Mr Foster for leading the reception class, who sang the first 

verse of Away in a Manger on their own (not a dry eye in the house) and for the solo performances 

in Sparkle and Shine! Mr Dickson, you must be very proud. 

 

We were not able to attend the advent course led by Rev Sue but Christine attended Hush the noise 

run by the Methodist church in Horndon and led by Fiona. A different carol was chosen each week 

to sing and reflect upon. Singing is a big part of our worship and it is easy to sing along to the old 

favourites without really taking in their meaning and the influences that are behind them, so this 

was a chance to look deeper into familiar Christmas music.  

 

A lot of this has involved music and we would like to finish with a few lines from Something Special 

which Orsett School sang. 

 

Something special is happening in my heart tonight 

Peace and love are stirring in my heart tonight 

Baby Jesus born for me 

A saviour and king for eternity. 

 

 

We hope this New Year brings you both peace and love. 

Christine and David Mortimer 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community

In the 
Orsett Churches' Centre

 
Every Friday during term time

9.00-11.30am
 

Everyone is welcome
 

The perfect place to go after
the school run!

 

 

Edward Bear
Toddler Group

 
Edward Bear welcomes his little friends 
and their accompanying adults in the 

Orsett Churches' Centre Chapel
 

There is no charge for this Toddler Group
 

Every Friday during term time
9.30-11.00am

 
 

        For further details 
           please contact
         Karen Collier on 
            01375 370441

 

The dates of Edward Bear and Oasis Cafe are on our website www.hobnob.org.uk, on the 'What's on' page

 

 

Every Friday during term time 

9.30 am – 11.00 am 

 



 



 

 

PRAYER DIARY 
      Some thoughts to include in your daily prayers 

 

 

 
 
 
January 1st  For all our hopes for the New Year 
January 2nd  For those living on Hornsby Lane, Orsett 
January 3rd  For people we have not yet met 
January 4th  For the homeless and hungry 
January 5th  For those living on Horndon Road, Horndon 
January 6th  For those living on Nelson Road, Orsett 
January 7th  For family and friends overseas 
January 8th  For those who suffer in Ukraine 
January 9th  For the Deanery Synod 
January 10th  For those who are victims in the Middle East conflict 
January 11th  For those living on North Hill, Horndon 
January 12th  For our patrons, the Dean & Chapter of St Paul's 
January 13th  For those living on The Paddocks, Orsett 
January 14th  For our twin dioceses in Romania, Sweden, and Kenya  
January 15th  For those living on Annabell Avenue, Orsett 
January 16th  For those living on Pound Lane, Orsett 
January 17th  For those attending our village schools 
January 18th  For those living on Fen Close, Bulphan 
January 19th  For those living on Ridgwell Avenue, Orsett 
January 20th  For those living on South Hill, Horndon 
January 21st  For those living on Robinson Road, Horndon 
January 22nd  For those experiencing financial hardship 
January 23rd  For those living on Sandown Road, Orsett 
January 24th  For St Luke’s and all hospices throughout the land 
January 25th  For the leaders of nations 
January 26th  For those living on Randall Drive, Orsett 
January 27th  For those living on Saffron Close, Horndon 
January 28th  For those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 
January 29th  For those living on Southview Cottages, Orsett 
January 30th  For those living on Vincent Avenue, Horndon 
January 31st  For the church musicians 
 
 
 

Living God of all that is new, 
 

we ask that this year you will help us to carry your light into every place we go 
 

and share your good news with those we meet. 
 

May we walk and work in unity to reveal your love and goodness. 

 

 



The Right Revd Dr Guli Franics-Dehqani, 

the Bishop of Chelmsford has written a 

New Year reflection for 2025:  

For many people, celebrations at New Year 

are marked by grand gestures: large 

gatherings and spectacular fireworks; 

lavish feasts and late nights. There’s 

probably something about wanting to 

recognise the significance of the past year 

and properly mark its ending; but also a 

deliberate leaning into that which lies 

ahead – eager anticipation for what the 

New Year might bring. There’s nothing wrong with a good party at New Year, but many of 

us will also recognise how the glitz and glamour can sometimes provide a cover for the 

deeper complex of emotions we often experience as the old year passes to the new: 

those little successes and failures, joys and sorrows, hopes and regrets that have shaped 

us.  
 

The truth is that, whether it’s New Year or any other time of year, if we focus too much on 

the extravagant and large scale we might just miss some of the poignancy contained in 

the smaller treasures: the sight of the first tiny bulbs poking through the soil, hints of a 

lighter evening sky, a small act of kindness from a friend, gentle signs of healing in a 

relationship that’s been damaged.  
 

In the life of the church, too, as we look for the signs of the coming of God’s kingdom, it’s 

perhaps natural to seek out the exciting and remarkable. The prophecy of Jesus, 

recorded in Matthew’s Gospel, about “the son of man seated at the right hand of power 

and coming on the clouds of heaven” (Matt 26:64) would seem to speak to this. Again, 

there’s nothing wrong with this and it’s part of the Christian story. At the same time, it’s 

perfectly possible to catch glimpses of the kingdom in the smaller, more ordinary things 

of life. And to notice these we have to resist being dazzled by those things which appear 

impressive and successful and we must be open to seeing God in the small and marginal. 

To recognise Christ in unlikely people and places is to be alive to the signs of God’s 

presence which might otherwise easily pass us by.  
 

My sense is that much of the church’s life is like this. Small things, acts of love and 

generosity which may not, by themselves, feel particularly significant, but gathered 

together transform the worlds we inhabit. These are tangible reminders of God’s ongoing 

love and presence in our communities.  
 

So as the first bulbs begin to poke their way through the Spring soil, beautiful in their 

fleeting vulnerability, I give thanks for the small and fragile ways in which God’s kingdom 

is evident here in Chelmsford Diocese. These are signs which require us to slow down, 

stay awhile, and look closely. As we do so this New Year, may we be encouraged and 

renewed in faith and may our hearts be filled with joy for the many ways in which God is 

at work in the world.  

 

 



 



 

 

Christingle Service in Bulphan 



  

chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk  |  sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk

Boiler Installs, Servicing & 

Repairs

New Heating Systems

Plumbing Repairs

Electrical Services

Air-con & Renewables

D All calls are answered personally

D Confirmed bookings given

D No job too small!

D Work covered by  12-month
        guarantee

A trustworthy family run business 

specialising in Gas, Oil, LPG, Electrical, 

Plumbing, Air-con and Renewables.



       

 

 

 

Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas! We finished 

the year with the Christmas and Christingle Services, carol singing at Lakeside, a 

whole school trip to the Panto, wonderful Nativity performances and breakfast 

with Santa! 

We are looking forward to everything the New Year brings! 

Enjoy these photos of all our festivities!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

God’s word is a lamp to guide our feet and a light for our path’ 
Inspired by Psalm 119:105                                                  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Chelmsford Diocese Mothers’ Union (CDMU):  

It was great to hear that the Mothers’ Union Big Give Christmas Appeal raised over £88,000, which was then match 

funded. The money raised will be used to empower women to build a brighter future! Thank you to everyone who 

made a donation, no matter what size. 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 18 – 25 January 

Mothers’ Union members around the world will be joining in worship for the week 

of prayer for Christian unity. The resources this year have been crafted by the 

community of Bose in northern Italy and are based around John 11:17-27 and the 

question posed by Jesus to Martha: “Do you believe this?”. 

This also coincides with the 1700th anniversary of the Nicene Creed, the detailed 

summary of what we, as Christians, believe. 

 

Prayer Diary 2025: January 

The theme for January in our 2025 Prayer Diary is ‘Unity in Diversity: In January we celebrate 

the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Very often unity is seen as working hard to be the same 

as everyone else. We are all unique, created that way by our Heavenly Father. We all have 

different cultures and experiences and approach worship in different ways, but we worship the 

same God who loves us and died for us on the cross. As we begin a new year, with all that it 

will bring, let us be united in prayer and worship and step forth together in faith. 

Monthly Prayer: Father, grant us grace to dwell and grow in the knowledge of your love for all people and nations, 

and in all circumstances. We lift our voices in praise and thanksgiving for the beautiful tapestry of diversity woven 

into the fabric of unity. In the kaleidoscope of cultures, languages, and traditions, we see your boundless creativity 

and love. Help us to embrace diversity with open hearts, celebrating the unique gifts each individual brings. Amen. 

Creative Prayer: As you visit the countryside or a park, look around at the diversity of trees and bushes. They look 

different – different varieties, colours, leaves, size and shape – but they all grow beside each other. While looking at 

the trees and bushes, think of the many countries and nations in the world, all different but each one has many 

people living side by side. As you notice each different tree or bush, pray for unity among the many countries and 

nations in the world and thank God for each one of them. 

An Epiphany Poem by Ivor Hancock 

Sorry, Lord, there’s not much cooking;  Morally improved I’m not:  

Up is not what things are looking.   What I was is what I’ve got. 

In the spiritual game     Can’t help wishing there was more 

Things last year were much the same.  Real success to thank you for. 

Sometimes did what I’d been told.   Vaguely want what you prefer. 

 Will that do instead of gold?    Will that do instead of myrrh? 

Still found other people wearing,    Sun of Gentiles, born a Jew, 

Still not all that good at sharing;   Somehow hope you’ll bring me through. 

Got more wary, got more guarded –    Not much else to offer you. 

Otherwise just plain retarded.   Will it do 

Maybe got more common sense:   Lord? 

 Will that do for frankincense    Will it do? 

 

Lucy Bubb, Mothers’ Union contact. 



       

 

 

Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas! We finished the year with a Carol Service at Church 

and at school, spectacular Nativity performances, a Christmas Disco run by the PTA, carol singing at Thurrock Garden 

Centre and Orsett Hospital and our Christmas Party Afternoon!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very proud of so many of our children and families taking part in the Nativity on the Pound! It was also a 

great joy to be back at the Oasis Cafe and are very much looking forward to being their more often in the new year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking forward to everything the new year brings! 

Enjoy these photos of all our festivities 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Mr J Dickson 

Head of School 



 

 

ORSETT STORES 

YOUR LOCAL AND FRIENDLY VILLAGE STORE 
41 High Road Orsett, Essex Telephone: 01375891242 

Open from 6.30am until 9.30pm Monday-Saturday 7.00am until 9.30pm Sundays 

Suppliers of Groceries, Fresh Bread, Milk, Fruit, Vegetables, Chilled and Frozen Foods, Fresh Meat,  

Off Licence, Tobacco, Cards and Stationery, Confectionery,  

Fresh Flowers and Plants, Daily Newspapers and magazines. 

 

Free local home delivery on 

Tuesdays & Fridays,  

please call to place your order. 
 

Services: 

Dry Cleaning, Photocopying,  

National Lottery Outlet,  

Newspaper delivery. 
 

Post Office Local In-Store   

Open from 8.30am until 1.00pm  

Monday-Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The churches in this Parish are committed to 
the safeguarding, care and nurture of 

everyone within the church community; 
especially children, young people and 

vulnerable adults. 
 

The Parish Safeguarding Representative is 
Janet McCheyne, who can be contacted on: 

0775 283 6902 
or 

janetmcc101@gmail.com 
 

The Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be 
contacted on: 
01245 294 444 

or 
safeguarding@chelmsford.anglican.org 



 

 

Pictures from  
The Nativity on the Pound ;  

Carols in the Barn @ Arden 
Hall Farm  

&  
Family Carol Service @ Orsett 



 

POLICE          Community Officer: PC Javier Rodriguez-Perez   

at Grays      email: thurrockcommunitypolicingteam@essex.police.uk     101 or 999 

 

DOCTORS  Horndon-on-the-Hill                                           01375 642 362 

  Orsett & Bulphan (Orsett Surgery)                 01375 892 082 

  Bulphan   (Ockendon Surgery)                01708 852 318  

     (West Horndon Surgery):               01277 811 770 

 

LOCAL COUNCILLORS   Mr Barry Johnson                           07831 609714 
      

     Mr David Day                 07355 924 361 

 

LOCAL MP James McMurdock  Email: james.mcmurdock.mp@parliament.uk 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

      

SCHOOLS Horndon C of E Primary  Headteacher: Mrs. D. Bradley.                                       01375 673 260 

 Orsett C of E Primary  Head-of-school: Mr Dickson                           01375 891 383 

 Bulphan C of E Academy Head-of-school: Mr Dickson                               01375 891 220 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION FOR 

HORNDON - ORSETT - BULPHAN  

 

mailto:thurrockcommunitypolicingteam@essex.police.uk
mailto:james.mcmurdock.mp@parliament.uk


Ecology & Social Jus/ce Ac/on Group 

Happy New Year … 
 

As we enter a new year, it is tradi.onal to take stock and consider what improvements we can make to our lives.  New 

Year’s Resolu.ons are o=en self-focused and notoriously short-lived but if we choose simple achievable changes we 

can maintain the good inten.on.  This year, consider resolu.ons that will have a posi.ve impact on the wider 

community or environment.  Here are some ideas:   

 

1. Use your local Library  

2. Walk more 

3. When making a purchase consider second-hand  

4. Dispose of one item from your wardrobe for every new item you get   

5. Buy environmentally friendly paper including Toilet Tissue / Kitchen Roll  

6. Use more public transport 

7. Bring your own water boSle (everywhere) 

8. Use your voice to advocate for the environment or against injus.ce 

9. Choose clean energy  

10. Eat a vegetarian meal at least once a week 

11. Go paperless for bills and statements 

12. Buy local, seasonal produce 

13. Support businesses that care about the environment  

14. Use more cash rather than card payments for smaller traders 

15. Grow your own veg or fruit in pots or in the garden 

16. Use LED bulbs 

 

A reminder … 

When the song of the angels is s.lled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost,  

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the na.ons, 

To bring peace among people, 

To make music in the heart. 

By Howard Thurman 

Philip Mann  

Ecology & Social Jus4ce Ac4on Group                  



New Year Resolutions 
By the time many read this they may have made a New Year’s resolution and some already 
abandoned the idea.  The general perception through history of the new year is a time for 
reflection on your life and doing things to make it better.  This manifests in resolutions. 
But when and where does this tradition originate? 
The ancient Babylonians (from southern Mesopotamia, today's southern Iraq) are said to have 
been the first people to make New Year’s resolutions, some 4,000 years ago. They were also the 
first to hold recorded celebrations to mark the new year, although their year began in mid-March, 
when the crops were planted. 
During a 12-day religious festival known as Akitu, the Babylonians crowned a new king or 
reaffirmed their loyalty to the reigning king. They also made promises to the Gods to pay their 
debts and return any objects they had borrowed. These promises are considered the forerunners 
of our New Year’s resolutions. The Babylonians kept to their word, so their Gods would bestow 
favour on them for the coming year. If not, they would fall out of the Gods’ favour, a place no 
one wanted to be.  Individuals would also likely make sacrifice to their Gods. 
A similar practice was adopted in ancient Rome, when Julius Caesar established January 1st as 
the beginning of the year in around 46 BC. Named for Janus, the two-faced God whose spirit 
inhabited doorways and arches, January had special significance for the Romans. Believing that 
Janus symbolically looked backwards into the previous year and ahead into the future, the 
Romans offered sacrifices to the deity and made promises of good conduct for the coming year. 
In the early Medieval period, celebrating the New Year was not common in Europe. However, by 
the late Medieval times, clergy asked their congregation to use the New Year as a time of 
reflection and to correct mistakes of the past to live a better, less sinful life.  
In 1740, John Wesley, founder of Methodism, created the Covenant Renewal Service, most 
commonly held on New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day. Also known as watch night services, they 
included readings from Scriptures and hymn singing, and served as a spiritual alternative to the 
raucous celebrations normally held to celebrate the coming of the new year. Watch night services 
remain popular within evangelical Protestant churches, held on New Year’s Eve are often spent 
praying and making resolutions for the coming year. 
Despite the tradition’s religious roots, New Year’s resolutions today are a mostly secular.  The 
primary focal points are personal finance or self-improvement, which may explain why such 
resolutions seem difficult to maintain.  

The following are events organised by the Parish 
As things are arranged they will be added 

We hope you will be able to support us at these 
If you feel you can assist or contribute, please contact Lynda Robertson 

l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk 
 

Date Event Location Time 
Saturday 
8th March Quiz Night Horndon  

Village Hall 
7pm for 

7.30pm start

 



 

BULPHAN VILLAGE SHOP 

      Bulphan Village Hall, Church Road, Bulphan RM14 3RU 

 

                                     Free delivery to local customers: call 07429 295505 

 

With a wide variety of groceries, fresh vegetables, fresh meat, fresh-baked bread, off licence, greetings cards and all household 

essentials, you can also make bill payments for water, electricity and gas with key and card top ups, replacement gas/electricity 

keys and cards, mobile phone top ups, the Health Lottery and National Lottery and a hot drinks machine.  

 

 

LOTS OF FREE PARKING 

 

Stamps are always available for sale at the till and there are main Post Office services at the 

hall next door on Thursday and Friday afternoons, 1.30 – 4.30pm 

 

IT'S ONLY A LITTLE SHOP, BUT IT CERTAINLY OFFERS A LOT. 

 

 

 

 

 

Orsett Village Dental Surgery  

is a long established family 

practice offering all dental 

treatments, including 

intravenous sedation for the 

nervous patient, laser 

surgery for most dental 

procedures, 

hygienist/therapist services 

and dental implants all 

carried out by highly trained 

practitioners. 

 
website: www.ssdental.co.uk 

email: sunnysidedentist@btconnect.com 

Dental treatment delivered 

by conscientious, experienced 

and very caring staff 

55 High Road Orsett RM16 

3HB 



 

 

In 2025 the Woolmarket  

will be 500 years old. 

Chapter 4 of the history in  

five chapters by Jane Barry 

 

 

Restoration 

Up to the 1900s the building continued to be both a dwelling for the John 
Poley Charity and a community hall. In 1908 a Royal Commission scheduled 
it as an ancient building deserving preservation. However by the 1960s the 
structure was dilapidated and the last two resident families were re-housed. 
For a few years the building was unused and boarded up. 

Grants were sought and eventually Thurrock Council agreed to provide 
finance for restoration. It is reported that Cllr. WG Tolley, was terminally ill and 
on his death bed he made his council colleagues promise to see the project 
completed. In his memory the downstairs room is named the Tolley Room.  

 A highly skilled group were employed under the direction of local architect 
John Graham. The team included a carpenter, a  glazier and the village 
blacksmith, Alan Theobald. A small excavation by Randal Bingley, from 
Thurrock Museum, found only a few medieval artifacts. 

Later additions including wooden cladding, facing brick work and a domestic 
chimney and fireplace were removed. As the original structure was uncovered 
it showed the upper floor rested on 10 oak posts, with large cantilevered 
beams and arched braces. Some timbers were rotten beyond use were 
replaced by beams from a barn and a jetty pier from Grays riverside. Using 
the same methods as in the fifteenth century, all joints are secured with oak 
pins. The building now restored to its original form has a strong and attractive 
open arcade. A modern extension with a kitchen made it suitable  for use  as 
a community hall.  

The official opening was held on Saturday 13th June 1970. 



  

Well House Gallery 
  High Rd, Horndon on the hill, SS178LF 

www.wellhousegallery.co.uk 

info@wellhousegallery.co.uk                    

07946530379 

Happy New Year to you all ! 

We reopen on 6th January with new  

colourful fused glass plates and 

coasters. And new oil paintings 

Please note that that on Saturdays we 

will be closed. For reserving and 

collecting stock please email 

info@wellhousegallery.co.uk  or 

telephone: 07946 530 379  

Thank You                      

Discovery Bible Study Evenings
6-7pm on the 3rd Sunday of each month beginning on 

Sunday 19th January 2025 at the Orsett Churches Centre

T H E  P A R I S H  O F  H O R N D O N ,  O R S E T T  A N D  B U L P H A N  
A N D  T H E  W E L L C O M E  C H U R C H

if you want to learn more about the Bible come along to our

All Welcome
19th January

16th February
16th March
20th April
18th May
15th June

http://www.wellhousegallery.co.uk/
mailto:info@wellhousegallery.co.uk
mailto:info@wellhousegallery.co.uk


 



 

 

 

FAMOUS PERSON IN JANUARY 
 

DAME FREYA MADELINE STARK 
 

January 31st 1893 – May 9th 1993 
 

Freya Stark was a British explorer and travel writer. During her 
100-year life, she travelled to repressed regions and wrote about her 

experiences. She was one of the first Westerners to visit the Elburz 
Mountains in Iran and from the experience she wrote The Valleys of 
the Assassins. Stark served as a nurse in World War I and an activist 
in World War II. She received the Royal Geographical Society’s Back 
Award in 1933, the Mungo Park Medal in 1935, the Founder’s Gold 
Medal in 1942, and was knighted in 1972. 

Dame Freya Madeline Stark was born on January 31, 1893, in Paris, but spent most of 
her childhood in Asolo in northern Italy. She was often confined to her home due to illness and 
took an interest in reading. Stark received no formal education as a child but enjoyed reading 
French and taught herself Latin. In 1912, she enrolled at Bedford College in London to study 
history. 

At the start of World War I, she left school to work as a nurse in Bologna. She then 
moved to London and worked as a censor of international correspondence. Stark then trained 
with the Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) and worked in Italy from 1917 until the war ended. 
At thirty, Stark enrolled at Bedford College and the School of Oriental and African Studies 
(SOAS) to study languages and focused on Arabic and Persian. 

In 1927, Stark took her first trip to the East and travelled to Beirut, Lebanon. Much of 
her journey was in secret, on a donkey, with a Druze guide and an Englishwoman. Travel was 
not allowed in the region due to the Mandate for Syria and Lebanon. Even though they 
travelled at night and in remote areas, they were caught by French Army officers. The officers 
thought the women were spies, but then released them after three days. Following the journey, 
in 1928, Stark published her first magazine article and wrote about the abuse experienced by 
the Syrian people by the French régime. 

In 1930, Stark set out to find the Valleys of the Assassins in what’s now western Iran. 
At the time this area was hardly explored by Europeans and she wanted to carry out 
geographical and archaeological studies. After three trips, she wrote The Valleys of the 
Assassins (1934). 

In 1934, Stark set out for the ancient city of Shabwa. Sailing down the Red Sea, she 
hoped to trace the frankincense route of the Hadhramaut. While she did explore the region 
more widely than any other Westerner, she fell ill and had to cut her trip short. She still was 
able to publish three books, The Southern Gates of Arabia: A Journey in the Hadhramut 
(1936), Seen in The Hadhramaut (1938), and A Winter in Arabia (1940). In 1942, Stark 
received the Royal Geographical Society’s Founder’s Gold Medal. 

During World War II, Stark joined the Ministry of Information and helped create Ikhwan 
al Hurriya which was a propaganda network trying to get Arabs to support the Allies or remain 
neutral. Stark described her experiences in Letters from Syria, and East is West. 

Stark’s first post war travels were to Turkey which she wrote about in Ionia a Quest, 
The Lycian Shore, Alexander’s Path, and Riding to the Tigris. In 1968, at age 75, Stark made 
her last expedition to Afghanistan. She visited the Minaret of Djam and wrote The Minaret of 
Djam: An Excursion into Afghanistan. 

Stark retired in Asolo, Italy where she worked on a short survey, Turkey: A Sketch of 
Turkish History, and a new volume of essays: A Peak in Darien, Letters, and The Journey’s 
Echo. Stark was knighted in 1972 and became known as Dame Freya Stark. Dame Freya 
Madeline Stark died at the age of 100 on May 9, 1993, in Asolo. Stark authored over two dozen 
books on her travels throughout the Middle East and Afghanistan as well as numerous 
autobiographical works and essays. 



Bulphan WI 
At the end of November, some members of Bulphan WI performed a 

Murder Mystery play at the village hall in conjunc>on with Romford Lions.  

The cast enjoyed the evening, and we hope the audience did as well!  All of 

the proceeds from the event were shared equally between Bulphan WI and 

the Lions, a great example of the two organisa>ons working together. 

At our December mee>ng we were entertained by a magician, who as well 

as performing tricks, outlined his career so far.  We enjoyed a ‘bring and 

share’ buffet, and mulled wine, and are always amazed that we get to share such a variety of sweet 

and savoury dishes.  A few days before, Chadwell St Mary WI had hosted a carol concert for WIs in 

Thurrock and it proved to be an enjoyable event. 

Next year’s programme is already being planned, with a variety of speakers and events, and we 

welcome guests to any mee>ng.  Next mee>ng on 8 January 2025 at 7.30 pm we have Brian Stock 

from a local undertaker speaking. 

Lesley Crisp 

 

 



 

 

 

On 12th December we held our annual Christmas get together with members of 

the Horndon Community Forum and Horndon Gardeners’ Club and enjoyed a 

really lovely social evening.  We were entertained by the U3A ukulele band and 

some solos and poems, all Christmas related. A big thank you to Janet McCheyne 

who also provided accompaniment to carol singing.  Thank you to the 

Gardeners’ Club for a glass (or two) of wine, members of Woolmarket Music for 

some party food and to the Forum for the church hire charge. It was a really 

good start to Christmas! 

The new year with Woolmarket Music starts on  

£7.50 admission, or if you’re under 18 or a WM member FREE! 

When Benjamin and Abbie will be playing their cello and violin for us.  It will be 

Abbie’s first visit so we hope to see you all there to appreciate some fantastic 

music.   

 

 



 

HORNDON-ON-THE-HILL 
 

We meet at the Welcome Club 
1, Victoria Road, Stanford-le-Hope 
At 8.00pm on the last Tuesday  
each month except in December. 
 
New members welcome 
Enquiries to the Secretary 
Sec.hothrbl@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

BULPHAN SHORT MAT BOWLS 

 Meetings are in Bulphan Village Hall every 
 Tuesday from 1.45 - 4.15pm and 
 Fridays from 7.00 - 9.00pm 
 New members are welcome and no experience is necessary 
 as friendly advice and tuition can be given 
 

 For further information telephone Lesley on 07766 505 755 

 

 

 

Horndon-on-the-Hill 

BRIDGE CLUB 

In Horndon Village Hall  

Every Friday from 1.30 - 4.30pm  

Admission £2.00 (includes tea/coffee biscuits) 

Very friendly atmosphere 

Intermediate standard basic ACOL played 

For details telephone: Stuart Cameron 01375 673 237 
 

 

 

 
ADVERTISING POLICY 

 

If space is available, new HOBNOB adverts 

are reserved for local 

contractors/organisations within a 15m 

radius of the Parish, excluding the area 

South of the Thames…… 
 

And it is expected that any advertiser 

upholds 

ethical working practices and is in 

sympathy 

with the ethos of the church. Ultimately 

the decision will rest with the PCC.’ 



 




