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Open Church means that the Church is open for private prayer, refreshments are available at all sessions except Thursdays at Bulphan. 

SERVICES – February 2025  HORNDON ORSETT BULPHAN 
Saturday 1st February  

Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   
4pm Forest Church 

Sunday 2nd February 
Candlemas   10am All Together  

Holy Communion Service   

Monday 3rd     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 4th    Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Thursday 6th     Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 7th   
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 8th   Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments   

Sunday 9th February 
4th Sunday before Lent   8.45am CW Holy Communion Service 

10am Family Service 

Monday 10th          Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 11th  
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments   

2pm Holy Communion Service, at the Whitecroft 

Thursday 13th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 14th    
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 15th  Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Sunday 16th February 
 3rd Sunday before Lent 

8.45am BCP Holy Communion Service 
10am Holy Communion Service 

4pm Refresh Service 
  

Monday 17th     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 18th   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Thursday 20th     Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 21st    School holiday-no Oasis or Edward Bear  

Saturday 22nd   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Sunday 23rd February 
2nd Sunday before Lent  8.45am CW Holy Communion Service 

10am Family Service  

Monday 24th     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 25th    
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments   
12noon Holy Communion Service 

Thursday 27th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 28th    
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 1st March   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 4pm Forest Church  

Sunday 2nd March   
Sunday before Lent   10am All Together 

 Holy Communion Service 

Monday 3rd     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 4th   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Wednesday 5th   7.30pm Ash Wednesday Service  

Thursday 6th     Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 7th    
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 



The following are events organised by the Parish 

As things are arranged they will be added 
We hope you will be able to support us at these 

If you feel you can assist or contribute, please contact Lynda Robertson 

l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk

Date Event Location Time 

Friday  
28th February 

Coffee with Cops 
Oasis Café 

Orsett Churches’ Centre 
10 - 11am 

Saturday 
8th March 

Quiz Night Horndon Village Hall 
7 for  

7.30pm start 

Monday 
21st April 

Easter Antics Bulphan Village Hall TBA 

Friday 
16th May 

Big Brekkie  
(Christian Aid) 

Oasis Café  
Orsett Churches Centre 

9 – 11.30 am 

Sat 28th & Sun 29th 
June 

Horndon 
Feast & Fayre 

Horndon 
10am – 5pm 

both days 

Have a fun night full of challenges on our Quiz Night.  Please book a table
 for this fun-filled night by ringing. Christine or David on 01375 641485

THE PARISH OF HORNDON, ORSETT AND BULPHAN

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community
Registered charity number: 1199779



 

RECTOR Reverend Sue Mann    email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk            01375 891 254 
 

PTO*  Reverend Max Blake    email: max@hobnob.org.uk          07716 969 772 

*(permission to officiate) 

 
 

 

PARISH CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS        

Churchwardens Alastair Macrae, Beverley Macrae, Christine Mortimer, 

David Mortimer,  Sonia Ward, Frank Woollard. 

  Treasurer      Lynn Bennett 

  Secretary     Beverley Macrae     

  Parish Administrator    Lynda Robertson. 

Deanery Synod Representatives   Karen Collier, Alastair Macrae, Janet Wilkins,  

Frank Woollard 

  Lay Representatives    Jane Barry, Sandra Billinger, Felicity Tarbard,  

Samantha Pankhurst, Ron Porter 

 

CHURCH OFFICERS AND CONTACT DETAILS 

St Peter & St Paul Horndon-on-the-Hill 

 Churchwardens     Sonia Ward            01375 674212 

       Beverley Macrae            01375 673 327 

 Deputy Churchwarden    Felicity Tarbard            01375 677581  

 Sacristans     Jane Barry. Judy Rood. Beverley Macrae  

     

St Giles & All Saints Orsett 

 Churchwardens     Christine Mortimer           01375 641 485 

       David Mortimer            01375 641 485 

 Sacristan     Janet Wilkins 

 Vergers     Jo Metcalf 

       Libby Seggons 

 Mothers’ Union contact    Lucy Bubb            07970 728 673 

 Edward Bear Toddler Group   Karen Collier                     01375 370 441 

 Tower Captain     Judith Church            01375 891 556 

 Oasis Café     Sandra Billinger            01375 891 040 

 Churches’ Centre Bookings   Gary Jones           bookings@orsettchurches.co.uk  

 

St Mary-the-Virgin Bulphan 

 Churchwardens     Frank Woollard            01375 891 034 

       Alastair Macrae            01375 673 327 

 Verger      Ron Porter            01375 891 697 

 Parish Room Bookings    Traudi Porter            01375 891 697  

 

Parish Administrator 

 Lynda Robertson: l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk             07974 803 471 

 

Parish Baptism Co-ordinator 

 Christine Mortimer: c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk                                01375 641 485 

 

Musicians 

 Jane Barry                   07552 199 697 

 Janet McCheyne                   07752 836 902   

 

 

To arrange Weddings, please contact Rev. Sue Mann on 01375 891 254 or email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 

 

 

THE PARISH OF 

HORNDON, ORSETT AND BULPHAN 
www.hobnob.org.uk Facebook: @HOBNOBchurches 



It was a privilege, on the third Sunday in January to lead, in addi7on to our morning services, a 4pm Refresh 

Service at Horndon Church, followed by a 6pm Discovery Bible Group at OrseE Churches Centre. 
 

Our Refresh Services are informal acts of worship, with contemporary worship songs,  and give people an 

opportunity to share. On this par7cular occasion, our theme was the Week of Prayer for Chris7an Unity and 

the contribu7ons were many and diverse with much to give thanks to God for as well as many things to think 

about on the subject of unity and what it means for us as a church both locally and globally. 
 

The Discovery Bible Study Group, which is a joint venture with the Wellcome Church, was on the theme of  

the Tempta7on of Jesus and the Bible passage was MaEhew 4:1-11 

The Temptation of Jesus 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He 

fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came 

and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 

bread.’ But he answered, ‘It is written, 

“One does not live by bread alone, 

    but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”’ 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying 

to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 

“He will command his angels concerning you”, 

    and “On their hands they will bear you up, 

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”’ 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 

world and their splendour; and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall down 

and worship me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 

“Worship the Lord your God, 

    and serve only him.”’ 

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 

The paEern for Discovery Bible Study is that the passage is read and re-read several 7mes and involves 

retelling it in our own words. We think about what it says about God, Jesus or his plan, about people, what 

it might say to each one of us and what we might tell other people as a result of this. And we had some great 

discussions about the different tempta7ons we all face in our daily lives and how praying, spending 7me 

drawing close to God, and familiarising ourselves with the scriptures, as Jesus did, can help us to resist 

tempta7ons. 
 

I really recommend coming along to Refresh or the Discovery Bible Study Group. All are welcome. No previous 

knowledge is necessary, and both are held on the third Sunday of the month- Refresh at 4pm at Horndon 

Church and Discovery Bible Study at 6pm at OrseE Churches Centre. 

I look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Take care and God bless, 

Sue  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

      THE PARISH REGISTERS
 

 

Interment of cremated remains 

18th January    Richard Robertson (64)   (B) 

Funerals  

3rd February    Yvonne East (84)    (B)

  

 

 

Wedding Enquiries 

If you would like to enquire about booking a wedding at:  
Horndon, Orsett or Bulphan churches,  

please contact: Revd Sue Mann: 01375 891254 

rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 
 

 

 

Baptism Enquiries 
To arrange a baptism you will need to attend a Baptism 

Preparation Meeting, where we will discuss the meaning of 

Baptism, the responsibilities of parents and Godparents, go 

through the Baptism service and give you the opportunity to ask 
questions. At the end of the meeting we can check the diary and 

you will be able to book your Baptism. 
 

 

 
Forthcoming Baptism Preparation Dates: 

 

Mon 10th February - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 
Sat 8th March - 12 noon at Horndon Church 

Mon 7th April - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 

Sat 10th May - 12 noon at Horndon Church 
Mon 9th June - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 

Sat 12th July - 12 noon at Horndon Church 
Mon 11th August - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 

Sat 13th September - 12 noon at Horndon Church 

Mon 13th October - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 
Sat 8th November - 12 noon at Horndon Church 

Monday 8th December - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 

 
For more information, please contact:  

Christine Mortimer: 01375 641485  

c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk 

 

mailto:rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HORNDON ON THE HILL CHURCHWARDEN’S REFLECTIONS 

 

Hello All 
 

A month of 2025 already gone, but that’s one month nearer to Spring and all the new life we 

welcome into our gardens and countryside. 
 

After a very hectic Christmas season in the parish the first two months of the year are quiet 

with no special activities or fundraising events.  Behind the scenes however we have 

continued to plan and prepare.  Our APCM is in March this year with many reports to collate, 

and the Archdeacon’s Visitation in June; again, many reports to prepare.  Our Fundraising 

group have already organised two events for March.  The first is a Quiz Evening that will be 

held in Horndon Village Hall at 7pm for a 7.30pm start on Saturday 8th March.  The second is 

a Spring Book Fair held in the village church on Saturday 22nd March from 10am to Midday.  

We are again holding Lent Lunches in all three villages with proceeds going to the Bishop’s 

Lent Appeal.  The Horndon lunch will be at midday in the Woolmarket on Saturday 29th March. 
 

What is OPEN CHURCH ?? 
 

Our village church is open every Tuesday and Saturday morning from 10am until 12pm for 

free tea / coffee, biscuits and the occasional homemade cake in a lovely welcoming warm 

space.  Bacon rolls are £2 ! You will be made most welcome and it’s a great place to make 

friends; especially if you are new to the village.  There is a quiet area for prayer and reflection.  

Rev Sue or Max are usually available to talk to if required.  We also have a large selection of 

jigsaws and books to purchase.  We currently also have homemade marmalade made from 

Christingle oranges for sale.   

If you are unable to get to the church unaided but would love to get out for a natter, do not 

hesitate to phone me for a lift.  
 

Returning to the subject of Spring, why not keep fit and adopt a small flower bed .  We have 

a few still available.  Not only will you feel the benefits of the exercise, you’ll also be helping 

keep our church looking lovely.  As the church is in the middle of the village you’ll definitely 

bump into a few villagers for a chat.  If this is something you’d be interested in please either 

phone me on the below number or pop into Open Church. 
 

God Bless 

 

Sonia Ward – Churchwarden 

 

 

Telephone: 01375 674212.    Email: Sonia51anne@Yahoo.co.uk 

 

mailto:Sonia51anne@Yahoo.co.uk


 



 

 

ORSETT  

CHURCHWARDENS’ 

REPORT 
 

 

 

 

Now that the busyness and excitement of Christmas and New Year seem but a distant memory, 

our attention focuses on the more mundane issues of general maintenance and servicing.  

 

The fire extinguishers have had their yearly check-up and are all in good working order and the 

lightning conductor is due to be tested this month. We have replaced the old and broken 

lighting in the bell ringing chamber with new LED lighting, making it brighter and more efficient.  

 

Unfortunately, a small hole has been discovered in one of our stained glass windows and we 

are awaiting information as how to best repair this. We are unsure of how this has occurred 

but would be grateful if neighbours and villagers alike could keep an eye out for any suspicious 

activity in the future. Thankfully this has not caused any damage to the interior of the church 

building and any repair is covered by our insurance policy. 

 

Those visiting the churchyard cannot fail to have noticed how tidy it is currently looking. The 

Community Payback Workers have been coming every three weeks and, with very kind 

weather, have managed to carry out much needed maintenance at the back of the church. We 

are extremely grateful for all their hard work. 

 

The weather wasn’t quite so kind for our service on 12th January. With temperatures reaching 

-6 degrees centigrade all of our water pipes froze. This meant that we were unable to provide 

refreshments after the service and weren’t even able to flush the toilet. Thankfully, this didn’t 

affect the heating pipes enabling us to reach the magnificent temperature of 12 degrees inside 

the church. Needless to say nobody removed their coat that morning and all were glad to go 

home for a hot drink. The next morning saw temperatures much more conducive, which 

thawed all the pipes and, thankfully, without any damage.  

 

 

God Bless 

Christine and David Mortimer 

 



 

 

 

It has been a very quiet start to 2025. 

I am catching up on a year lost. I was reminded by Christine 

Mortimer that we should have organised the servicing of the 

fire extinguishers and this is taking place on 22nd January. 

Lynda Robertson is organising the renewal of The Electoral Roll which can be carried out 

online at https://www.hobnob.org.uk/joinroll/ but for those who do not have computer 

access, there are forms at the back of the Church. 

The Church continues to have that Christmas feel with the fantastic tree and crib, we are 

removing them on Candlemas which is 2nd February. We open The Church on Monday and 

Thursday morning and the Christmas Tree and Crib are lit on those mornings, this means 

that they have been available to see over quite a long period. 

With the cold snap it is important that we keep an eye on the Church. 

With The Archbishop of Canterbury standing down in early January and his position being 

taken by The Archbishop of York, The Most Reverend & Right Honourable Stephan 

Cottrell, someone we know very well from when he was Bishop of Chelmsford. With all 

the diSiculties and pressures The Archbishop is under, we should all pray for him and his 

family. Over the period he was at Chelmsford he did good works and I am sure many 

walked with him when he came to Thurrock, certainly I did and enjoyed the conversation. 

We must thank Christine Mortimer for the Sunday School that she provides, It was Rector 

Sue who said at the last Sunday School at Bulphan, that if you did not get the message 

from her you certainly got it from the children. 

It has not been a good month for most of us Healthwise as so many of us were suSering 

with the terrible cough and cold. Hopefully we have all recovered and are ready to face 

the New Year. 

Thanks to everyone who helps to keep the Church looking so good, so many people do so 

much. 

Wishing everyone a Healthy and Happy 2025 

 

Frank Woollard 

 

 

Bulphan Churchwarden’s Report 

https://www.hobnob.org.uk/joinroll/


  

chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk  |  sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk

Boiler Installs, Servicing & 

Repairs

New Heating Systems

Plumbing Repairs

Electrical Services

Air-con & Renewables

D All calls are answered personally

D Confirmed bookings given

D No job too small!

D Work covered by  12-month
        guarantee

A trustworthy family run business 

specialising in Gas, Oil, LPG, Electrical, 

Plumbing, Air-con and Renewables.



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4, High Road, Horndon-on-the-Hill 

https://www.southessexmethodist.org.uk 

Minister: Reverend Fiona Smith 

Senior Steward: Mr Graham Hodgson 

graham.hodgson122@btinternet.com 
 

     Sunday 10:30am Worship 

Services February 2024 
 

  2nd February Revd Fiona Smith Holy Communion  

  9th February Local Arrangement  

16th February Mrs Maureen McPherson  

23rd February Revd Brenda Gutberlet  

 

Coffee mornings and lunch 

All are welcome to our Community Cuppa and Chat in the Methodist Church Hall. We meet 

between 10:00 – 12:00 noon for the coffee morning with drinks, savouries and biscuits and 
continue for a soup and a roll between 12:00 noon - 13:00.  
 

Monthly Email Reflections 
You can receive a Monthly Bible Reflection written by Maureen McPherson by sending her 

your email. (mail@south-fields.com) Hard copies can be handed out if you don't have email.  
 

 

Zion Hall Mission, Bulphan 

Interdenominational 

Church Road, Bulphan 
 

https://zhm100.wixsite.com/zionhallmission 

zionhallmission@outlook.com 
 

We enjoy meeting every Sunday evening and extend a warm welcome to all to 
our services. Please feel free to drop in and join us for worship and fellowship. 

 

The services for February are as follows: 
 

February  2nd     6:30 pm Revd Pholani Ncube 

February  9th 6:30 pm Revd Fiona Smith  

February 16th  6:30 pm David Raj 

February 23rd     6:30 pm Lee Woodward 
 

If you live locally and would like to come along to a service but need transport, 
or for any other information on our Church or our services please contact the 
Secretary: Ian Blackburn on 01375 891522, 07880 235140 or at 

zionhallmission@outlook.com 

https://www.southessexmethodist.org.uk/
mailto:graham.hodgson122@btinternet.com
mailto:mail@south-fields.com
https://zhm100.wixsite.com/zionhallmission
https://zhm100.wixsite.com/zionhallmission
https://zhm100.wixsite.com/zionhallmission
mailto:zionhallmission@outlook.com


 

PRAYER DIARY 
      Some thoughts to include in your daily prayers 

 

 

 
 
February 1st  For the innocents caught in the conflict in the Middle East 
February 2nd  For St Luke's Hospice & all carers 
February 3rd  For humanitarian organisations here and abroad 
February 4th  For those living in Baker Street in Orsett 
February 5th  For those who mourn  
February 6th   For those living in The Spinney in Orsett 
February 7th  For those living in South Hill Crescent in Horndon 
February 8th  For those living in Stanford Road in Orsett 
February 9th  For those living in Church Lane in Bulphan 
February 10th For those living in Mill Lane in Horndon 
February 11th For our clergy in this Deanery 
February 12th For members of our congregations who live in Grays 
February 13th For those living in Prince Charles Avenue in Orsett 
February 14th For our Orthodox brothers and sisters on the Feast of  

SS Cyril & Methodius 
February 15th For those living in Albert Road in Bulphan 
February 16th For physicians and all health care professionals  
February 17th For those living in Doesgate Lane in Bulphan 
February 18th For those living in Gordon Road in Horndon 
February 19th For those living in the High Road in Horndon 
February 20th For those living in Farm Road in Orsett Heath 
February 21st  For those living in Penn Close in Orsett 
February 22nd For those living in Orsett Road in Horndon 
February 23rd For those living in Church Road in Bulphan 
February 24th For those living in The Green in Orsett 
February 25th For those living in Victoria Road in Horndon 
February 26th For our twin dioceses in Romania, Sweden, Kenya and  

Trinidad & Tobago 
February 27th For the work of Chelmsford Cathedral 
February 28th For those we remember but will never see again 
 

 
“To see a world in a grain of sand 

And a heaven in a wild flower 
Hold infinity in the palm of your hand 

and Eternity in an hour” 
 

William Blake 

 



 

BULPHAN VILLAGE SHOP 

      Bulphan Village Hall, Church Road, Bulphan RM14 3RU 

 

                                     Free delivery to local customers: call 07429 295505 

 

With a wide variety of groceries, fresh vegetables, fresh meat, fresh-baked bread, off licence, greetings cards and all household 

essentials, you can also make bill payments for water, electricity and gas with key and card top ups, replacement gas/electricity 

keys and cards, mobile phone top ups, the Health Lottery and National Lottery and a hot drinks machine.  

 

 

LOTS OF FREE PARKING 

 

Stamps are always available for sale at the till and there are main Post Office services at the 

hall next door on Thursday and Friday afternoons, 1.30 – 4.30pm 

 

IT'S ONLY A LITTLE SHOP, BUT IT CERTAINLY OFFERS A LOT. 

 

 

 

 

 

Orsett Village Dental Surgery  

is a long established family 

practice offering all dental 

treatments, including 

intravenous sedation for the 

nervous patient, laser 

surgery for most dental 

procedures, 

hygienist/therapist services 

and dental implants all 

carried out by highly trained 

practitioners. 

 
website: www.ssdental.co.uk 

email: sunnysidedentist@btconnect.com 

Dental treatment delivered 

by conscientious, experienced 

and very caring staff 

55 High Road Orsett RM16 

3HB 



 

Date  Location  Topic 

Saturday 1st February Horndon  Wassailing

Saturday 1st March Orsett  Ash Wednesday

Saturday 5th April Bulphan  Palm Sunday

Saturday 3rd May Horndon  Hearing Impairment Awareness

Saturday 7th June Orsett  World Environment Day

Saturday 5th July Bulphan  International Mud Day

Saturday 2nd August Horndon  International Left Handers’ Day

September no Forest Church due to Orsett Show

Saturday 4th October Orsett  St Francis Pet Service

Saturday 1st November Bulphan Apple Day

Saturday 6th December Horndon Advent

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community

Encounter God in the great outdoors: in the sky, the earth, the trees and the wildlife. This service is for
all, old and young and includes outdoor fun activities on a Biblical theme and worship around a fire. 

 

The service will carry on even if it is raining so please dress appropriately.

Forest Church - 2025
The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER        
 (A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT) 

Our sisters in The Cook Islands are sending us blessings with the service they have
prepared for World Day of Prayer 2025. 

The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120 countries. It begins in Samoa and prayer in
native languages travels throughout the world - through Asia, Africa, the Middle East,

Europe and the Americas before finishing in American Samoa some 38 hours later. 

The theme is ‘I made you wonderful’

The Parish of 
Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community

 FRIDAY 7th MARCH 2025
11am at the Zion Church, Bulphan

A service for everyone followed by a light lunch
All Welcome

More information can be found on the World Day of Prayer website
https://www.wwdp.org.uk/2025-theme-and-country-cook-islands/



 

 

 

 

Chelmsford Diocese Mothers’ Union (CDMU):  

We are looking forward to our Members’ Day, which is being held on Wednesday 12th February at St Clements, Leigh 

on Sea, SS9 1PG and is open to any MU member in the diocese. At the time of writing the programme for the day is 

not available but you can bet it will be fun and prayer filled! 

Midday Prayers 

Did you know that every day at 12 noon Mothers’ Union members across the world stop and pray. This means that 

there is a continual wave of prayer throughout the day and night! If you would like to join in and be with others, even 

though you may be sitting alone at home, why not join Mothers’ Union Midday Prayers on Facebook? Here’s the link: 

https://www.facebook.com/MothersUnion and you can find the liturgy that we use on the Mothers’ Union website 

here: https://www.mothersunion.org/what-we-do/faith-and-prayer/midday-prayers-wave-prayer 

This month, Lucy will be leading our online prayers on 20 Feb. 

 

MU Retail – something for everyone! 

There really is something for everyone available on the Mothers’ Union retail online shop! There 

are books for Spring/Summer like Birds and Us, which is ideal for nature lovers and history 

enthusiasts alike. This is a perfect gift idea for loved ones and even for yourself. 

There are also cards for every occasion and lots of bargains to be had in the current Sale! 

https://mueshop.org/ 

 

 

Prayer Diary 2025: February 

The theme for February in our 2025 Prayer Diary is ‘Membership’ and the monthly reflection 

is as follows: ‘May we bloom where we are planted.’ As we take a moment to think of the 

impact that we have around the world as Mothers’ Union, may we remember the lives that are 

touched daily, at all hours of the day when we pray for one another. God has planted each of 

us where we need to be. He has placed us here in his time and in his way. As we are scattered 

like seeds in our communities, we are part of the new growth springing t life. He brings us new 

growth through the resurrection power of Christ and through the strength of the Holy Spirit. 

We are a people of hope. Let’s reflect this unshakeable hope together as Mothers’ Union. 

Monthly Prayer: We give thanks to you, Lord for our membership in the global Mothers’ Union. May we be blessed 

with a sense of connection and belonging. May we accept the call in the power of the Holy Spirit to grow in faith. May 

we be empowered in all that we do and say to help others. May we bloom where you plant us, O Lord. Amen. 

Creative Prayer: Seek the power of the Holy Spirit as we spread the message of Mothers’ Union. Pray for an increase 

in our membership. Plant a seed or bulb and nurture it. You could even grow some mustard or cress on cotton wool 

or re-purpose an egg shell by putting cotton wool inside the shell and draw a face on it. Imagine a new face as a new 

member. As your seeds or bulb grows, pray that others see us as a force for good in our world, by the work of our 

hands, the words we speak, the actions we take and the prayers we breathe. Amen. 

 

Lucy Bubb, Mothers’ Union contact. 

https://www.facebook.com/MothersUnion
https://www.mothersunion.org/what-we-do/faith-and-prayer/midday-prayers-wave-prayer
https://mueshop.org/


His Life Means Life 
                 
 
John 10:10 says:- 
 
"My purpose is to give life?" 
 
The heart of Jesus was pure. The Saviour was adored by thousands, yet 
content to live a simple life. He was cared for by women (Luke 8:1-3), yet 
never accused of lustful thoughts; scorned by his own creation, but willing 
to forgive them before they even requested his mercy. Peter who travelled 
with Jesus for three and a half years, describes him as a "lamb 
unblemished and spotless" (1 Peter 1:19). After spending the same amount 
of time with Jesus, John concluded, "And in him is no sin" (I John 3:5). 
 
Jesus' heart was peaceful. The disciples fretted over the need to feed the 
thousands, but not Jesus. He thanked God for the problem. The disciples 
shouted for fear in the storm, but not Jesus. He slept through it. Peter drew 
his sword to fight the soldiers, but not Jesus. He lifted his hand to heal. His 
heart was at peace. When his disciples abandoned him, did he pout and 
go home? When Peter denied him, did he lose his temper? When the 
soldiers spat in his face, did he breath fire in theirs? Far from it. He was at 
peace. He forgave them. He refused to be guided by vengeance. 
 
He also refused to be guided by anything other than his high call. His 
heart was purposeful. Jesus aimed at one goal - to save humanity from its 
sin. He could summarize his life with one sentence: "The Son of man 
came to seek and to save the lost" (Luke 19:10). 
 
The same one who saved your soul longs to remake your heart. God is 
willing to change us into the likeness of the Saviour. 
 
Shall we accept his offer?   
 
 
 

by Gerald Toop 



  

Bulphan  

Community  

Café  and Post Office 

A warm welcome to all. 
Comprehensive Post Office services; 

hot and cold drinks; 
licensed bar; 

cakes(including gluten free), 
crisps and biscuits 

free Wi-Fi 
Thursdays & Fridays from 1.30 - 4.30pm 

Local councillors Barry and Dave visit 

regularly. A social worker visits on the 

2nd & 4th Friday of the month from 2-4pm 

for adult care and support drop-in sessions. 

Regular visits from the Community Police. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month for anyone 

who would like a cuppa and a chat. Everyone is welcomed! 
 

Bring & Buy and Raffle 
 

All proceeds go to the J’s Hospice in Essex,  

providing hospice and  respite  care  for  young  adults  

with  life threatening and life limiting conditions 
 

 
For further details contact  

Beverley on 01375 671 474 

 
 

 

 

‘Forget-Me-Not’ 
Coffee morning 

 

In Horndon Woolmarket 
from 10.00 am  - 12.00 pm 

 

 

The Games Café  
at 

Horndon on the Hill Village Hall 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 

7.30pm to 9.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

We are all ‘have a go’ amateurs  

who welcome and encourage all new-comers. 

We have 2 Short Mat Bowls carpets 

so up to 12 people in teams of         

2 or 3 can play together. 

No previous experience 

needed. 

We play cards and board games: 

SkyJo, Sequence, Dobble, Trominoes, 

Bananagrams and many others. 

Guest games always welcome! 

Please text or call Allison for more information 07773539345 

£5 per week.  Just drop-in.   

No need to book. 

Come alone or  

with friend or partner. 

Please note: There is a £10 joining fee payable on your third visit, to cover set up costs, 

replacement games and low attendance weeks.  Thank you. 

 

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month for anyone 

who would like a cuppa and a chat. Everyone is welcomed! 
 

Bring & Buy and Raffle 
 

All proceeds go to the Havens Hospices in Essex. 

Havens Hospices provide specialist care and support for  people of 

all ages, and their families, who are living with incurable conditions  
 

 



   

 

 

 Horndon on the Hill Church of England Primary School                       
Head of School Mrs. D. Bradley 

 Address Hillcrest Road, Horndon on the Hill, Essex.  SS17 8LR   Telephone 01375 673260 

Email admin.hps@osborne.coop     Website www.horndononthehill.org.uk 

We are all part of God’s family.  Through trying our best in all that we do, we find a sense of belonging. 

             1 Corinthians 12:27 ‘All of you together are Christ’s body and each of you is a part of it’. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear All, 

 

Senior Citizens Tea Party  

Each year we hold a tea party for the valued members of 

our community and this year we decided that Christmas 

would be a great time to welcome in our guests. The year 6 

children excelled in their roles as waiters and waitresses 

and made sure that they took time to engage in 

conversations with everyone, whilst serving them. The rest 

of the school provided the entertainment in the form of 

Christmas songs with each class performing their own 

rendition of some Christmas classics. I’m not sure who 

enjoyed the afternoon the most; those invited to attend, or 

our own pupils! 

 

Elf Run 

Our School Councillors nominated St Luke’s Hospice as a charity 

that they would like to raise money for. We contacted St Luke’s 

and they told us about the Elf Run. The school were sent enough 

elf hats for every child to receive one. The only condition was 

that they then completed a sponsored ‘Elf Run’ to raise money. 

It was a freezing cold day, but the children taking part in the Elf 

Run did not let this deter them, they even asked if they could run 

extra laps. Thanks to our amazing pupils, we were able to donate 

a considerable amount of money to this worthy cause! 

         

 

Thurrock Food Bank 

We are proud donators to the Thurrock Food Bank and were awarded a certificate for 

achieving the Bronze level. Whilst were are pleased that this was recognised, we are now on 

a mission to achieve Silver level and then Gold level. We have begun work on this project and 

we will keep you updated on our progress!     

                                                                                                             

 

Warmest wishes 

 
Mrs D Bradley 

Headteacher  

  

http://www.horndononthehill.org.uk/


This article was written prior to the announcement of a ceasefire agreement and published in the early 

days of the implementation of the ceasefire 

THE HOLY LAND 

As the sounds of Little Donkey, and, O Little Town of Bethlehem, become a distant memory, we are reminded 

that The Holy Land is at war. This was my intended start to this article however Rector Sue removed the carol, 

O Little Town of Bethlehem rightly from this December’s Carol Services because Bethlehem is very far from 

being still at this time.  

The next intention was to challenge the reader to indicate on a map where the following are, Israel, The Gaza 

Strip, The West Bank, Nazareth and Bethlehem. 

Bethlehem is in The West Bank and to visit it today you would have to enter via a major security post which is 

surrounded by a massive wall. Bethlehem is where Jesus was born and The Church of The Nativity is built over 

the grotto that is believed to be the site of the manger in which Jesus was born. Nearby is Manger Square which 

is normally the centre of all the festive events, but in December there was neither Christmas Tree nor tourists 

and the shops and surrounding areas that would be bustling were very quiet. 

Nazareth where Mary and Joseph travelled from is now a City in Northern Israel, about 95 miles from 

Bethlehem and it is estimated that it would have taken four days on a donkey to arrive at Bethlehem, travelling 

through Samaria which in those days was “Bandit Country”. Today it seems you would have to travel through 

fifteen check points to make the same journey. Why all the trouble? Bethlehem is in The West Bank and so 

part of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, a decades-long dispute between the State of Israel and the Palestinian 

people. It is a dispute over who controls the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem.  

The history is complicated and dates back to before the first and second World Wars. Solutions have 

suggested separate Jewish and Arab States in that territory. Currently there is no two- state solution proposal 

being negotiated between Israel and The Palestinians. The Palestinian Authority supports the idea of a Two 

State solution, Israel rejects it. 

The Gaza Strip is a small piece of land which abuts Egypt and Israel and has a long coastline with The 

Mediterranean Sea. It has a troubled history and in 2005 Israeli soldiers were withdrawn from Gaza but 

civilians who had built their homes there were ordered to leave.  It was left under the control of The Palestinian 

Authority. In the elections held in The Palestinian Parliament in 2006 Hamas won and subsequently took over. 

The Gaza Strip is one of the most densely populated areas in the world with over two million people estimated 

in 2024. 

To the North of Israel lie the two countries that border it Syria and Lebanon. Syria has just been taken over and 

The Southern part of Lebanon is controlled by Hezbollah. Hezbollah and Israel are e]ectively at some sort of 

war both sides attacking each other. 

Remember that the Holy Land has been in turmoil for a very long period, when Jesus Christ was born there it 

was under Roman occupation.  There have been many crusades, most ending in disaster. The Ottoman Turks 

invaded and occupied Palestine from 1516-1918, a period of 402 years. 

The Holy Land is a beautiful country that abuts the Mediterranean Sea with a wonderful climate, we can only 

pray that somehow peace can be achieved to the benefit of all the people. 

Frank Woollard 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decade
https://simple.wiktionary.org/wiki/dispute
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_people
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_people


 



Ecology & Social Jus/ce Ac/on Group 

Informa(on is Beau(ful 

Mainstream news can be depressing with its focus, mostly, on the 

nega8ve stories.  Informa(on is Beau(ful is a UK based 

organiza8on that seeks to promote informa8on in a posi8ve and 

easy to understand format.  Their newsle@er and social media 

posts have focused on the reduc8on in Amazon deforesta8on, 

tripling of the size of Norway’s forests, EU countries that have 

already reached their 2030 sustainable energy targets, zero cases 

of cervical cancer in HPV-vaccinated women, curing of HIV 

pa8ents, etc.  Very refreshing!  

Melt our cold hearts 

At our Refresh Service on Sunday 19 January (every third Sunday of the month at Horndon Church), we sang God of 

the Poor (Beauty for Brokenness) by Graham Kendrick.  

It was a reminder that God calls us to be an ac8vist, to challenge poli8cal decisions, to speak up for those who may 

not have a voice or have a comfortable lifestyle.  It is challenging and can take us out of our comfort zone, but what 

we are willing to do for our immediate loved ones we should be willing to do for all.  All the major faiths stress the 

need for us all to be good to and love our neighbours. Some of the verses are reproduced below: 

Beauty for brokenness 

Hope for despair 

Lord in the suffering 

This is our prayer 

Bread for the children 

Jus8ce Joy Peace 

Sunrise to sunset 

Your Kingdom increase  

Shelter for fragile lives 

Cures for their ills 

Work for the cra^sman 

Trade for their skills 

Land for the dispossessed 

Rights for the weak 

Voices to plead the cause 

Of those who can't speak 

 

Refuge from cruel wars 

Havens from fear 

Ci8es for sanctuary 

Freedoms to share 

Peace to the killing-fields 

Scorched earth to green 

Christ for the bi@erness 

His cross for the pain 

Rest for the ravaged earth 

Oceans and streams 

Plundered and poisoned 

Our future, our dreams 

Lord, end our madness 

Carelessness, greed 

Make us content with 

The things that we need 

God of the poor 

Friend of the weak 

Give us compassion we pray 

Melt our cold hearts 

Let tears fall like rain 

Come, change our love 

From a spark to a flame 

Philip Mann  

Ecology & Social Jus(ce Ac(on Group              

 

 

 

 

Starter Drum Kit  

Available free to a good home.   

Kit by Performance Percussion.  

Image for illustra8on only but contains all you can see plus s8cks and a 

stool.   

Contact The Rectory 01375 891254.        



 

POLICE          Community Officer: PC Javier Rodriguez-Perez   

at Grays      email: thurrockcommunitypolicingteam@essex.police.uk     101 or 999 

 

DOCTORS  Horndon-on-the-Hill                                           01375 642 362 

  Orsett & Bulphan (Orsett Surgery)                 01375 892 082 

  Bulphan   (Ockendon Surgery)                01708 852 318  

     (West Horndon Surgery):               01277 811 770 

 

LOCAL COUNCILLORS   Mr Barry Johnson                           07831 609714 
      

     Mr David Day                 07355 924 361 

 

LOCAL MP James McMurdock  Email: james.mcmurdock.mp@parliament.uk 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

      

SCHOOLS Horndon C of E Primary  Headteacher: Mrs. D. Bradley.                                       01375 673 260 

 Orsett C of E Primary  Head-of-school: Mr Dickson                           01375 891 383 

 Bulphan C of E Academy Head-of-school: Mr Dickson                               01375 891 220 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION FOR 

HORNDON - ORSETT - BULPHAN  

 

mailto:thurrockcommunitypolicingteam@essex.police.uk
mailto:james.mcmurdock.mp@parliament.uk


 

 

 

In 2025 the Woolmarket  

will be 500 years old. 

Chapter 5 of the history in  

five chapters by Jane Barry 

 

The present day 
 

When we celebrate the 500th year of the Woolmarket, we will be pleased that 
it continues the hopes of the original charitable trustees to host community 
activities. In 2008 Horndon Gardeners’ Club negotiated a grant to provide 
disabled access by a pavement level door, to build a well equipped kitchen 
over what was once an outdoor yard, and to change the former small kitchen 
into a modern toilet. Eighteen local residents came to help to repaint the 
Tolley Room. New door curtains were made by Angela Collier. 
 
Nowadays a management group administers day to day bookings and 
finances utility bills, insurance, furnishings and decorative features. Groups 
meeting here regularly include Horndon Society/Community Forum, Feast 
and Fayre Committee, Gardeners and Beekeepers. Woolmarket Ladies have 
organised talks and activities for over thirty years. Woolmarket Music is in its 
fifth decade of monthly varied recitals and concerts, often using our fine grand 
piano. Other groups include singers and artists, meditation and wine tasting. 
The Forget Me Not coffee mornings provide company for anyone and support 
and consolation for those recently bereaved. 
 
Thurrock Council leases the building from the Horndon on the Hill Relief in 
Need Charity and has full responsibility for repairs and maintenance. A 
heritage building company has been engaged and started with the work of 
replacing a structural beam which was infested by wood boring beetles. 
The Woolmarket and its five hundred years of history is going to be the theme 
of the Feast and Fayre 2025. 
 
 

Jane Barry 



 

On Thursday, 9th January we were treated to a fantastic recital from Benjamin Carnell 

on the cello and piano and Lucy Ruuskanen on the violin.  Both are currently studying 

at the Royal College of Music and were amazing musicians in all respects.  

The programme varied from Bach (two part inventions) to Walton (Passacaglia for the 

unaccompanied cello) to a minuet by Boccherini and Morricone’s Cinema Paridoso 

theme.   The theme from Schindler’s List as an encore had the audience enthralled. 

Next month, on Thursday 13th February in the Woolmarket, will see the return of the 

concert pianist, David Silkoff.  We look forward to welcoming David back to Horndon.  



 

HORNDON-ON-THE-HILL 
 

We meet at the Welcome Club 
1, Victoria Road, Stanford-le-Hope 
At 8.00pm on the last Tuesday  
each month except in December. 
 
New members welcome 
Enquiries to the Secretary 
Sec.hothrbl@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

BULPHAN SHORT MAT BOWLS 

 Meetings are in Bulphan Village Hall every 
 Tuesday from 1.45 - 4.15pm and 
 Fridays from 7.00 - 9.00pm 
 New members are welcome and no experience is necessary 
 as friendly advice and tuition can be given 
 

 For further information telephone Lesley on 07766 505 755 

 

 

 

Horndon-on-the-Hill 

BRIDGE CLUB 

In Horndon Village Hall  

Every Friday from 1.30 - 4.30pm  

Admission £2.00 (includes tea/coffee biscuits) 

Very friendly atmosphere 

Intermediate standard basic ACOL played 

For details telephone: Stuart Cameron 01375 673 237 
 

 

 

 
ADVERTISING POLICY 

 

If space is available, new HOBNOB adverts 

are reserved for local 

contractors/organisations within a 15m 

radius of the Parish, excluding the area 

South of the Thames…… 
 

And it is expected that any advertiser 

upholds 

ethical working practices and is in 

sympathy 

with the ethos of the church. Ultimately 

the decision will rest with the PCC.’ 



FAMOUS PERSON IN FEBRUARY 
 

LORD ROBERT BADEN POWELL 
 

February 22nd 1857 – January 8th 1941 

 

Robert Baden-Powell, 1st Baron Baden-Powell Born 

London, England, died Nyeri, Kenya, was a British 

army officer who became a national hero for his 217-

day defense of Mafeking (now Mahikeng) in the South 

African War of 1899–1902. He later became famous as 

the founder in 1908 of the Boy Scouts and as cofounder 

in 1910 of a parallel organization for girls, the Girl 

Guides. The American Girl Guide organization was 

founded in 1912 and soon changed its name to the Girl 

Scouts of the United States of America. n 1884–85 

Baden-Powell became noted for his use of observation 

balloons in warfare in Bechuanaland (now Botswana) 

and the Sudan. From October 12, 1899, to May 17, 

1900, he defended Mafeking, holding off a much 

larger Boer force until the siege was lifted. After the 

war he recruited and trained the South African 

constabulary. On returning to England in 1903, he was 

appointed inspector general of cavalry, and the following year he established the Cavalry 

School, Netheravon, Wiltshire. He was promoted lieutenant general in 1907. 

Having learned that his military textbook Aids to Scouting (1899) was being used for training 

boys in woodcraft, Baden-Powell ran a trial camp on Brownsea Island, off Poole, Dorset, in 

1907, and he wrote an outline for the proposed Boy Scout movement. Scout troops sprang 

up all over Britain, and for their use Baden-Powell’s Scouting for Boys was issued in 1908. He 

retired from the army in 1910 to devote all his time to the Boy Scouts, and in the same year 

he and his sister Agnes Baden-Powell (1858–1945) founded the Girl Guides. His wife, Olave, 

Lady Baden-Powell (1889–1977), also did much to promote the Girl Guides. In 1916 he 

organized the Wolf Cubs in Great Britain (known as Cub Scouts in the United States) for boys 

under the age of 11. At the first international Boy Scout Jamboree (London, 1920), he was 

acclaimed chief scout of the world. 

A baronet from 1922, Baden-Powell was created a baron in 1929. He spent his last years 

in Kenya for his health. His autobiography, Lessons of a Lifetime (1933), was followed 

by Baden-Powell (1942, 2nd ed. 1957), by Ernest Edwin Reynolds, and The Boy-Man: The Life 

of Lord Baden-Powell (1989), by Tim Jeal. 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Nyeri
https://www.britannica.com/topic/British-Army
https://www.britannica.com/topic/British-Army
https://www.britannica.com/place/Mahikeng
https://www.britannica.com/event/South-African-War
https://www.britannica.com/event/South-African-War
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Boy-Scouts
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Girl-Guides-and-Girl-Scouts
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Girl-Guides-and-Girl-Scouts
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Girl-Guides-and-Girl-Scouts
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Girl-Guides-and-Girl-Scouts
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-States
https://www.britannica.com/place/Botswana
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sudan
https://www.britannica.com/event/Siege-of-Mafikeng
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Boer-people
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/siege
https://www.britannica.com/place/England
https://www.britannica.com/topic/general
https://www.britannica.com/topic/lieutenant
https://www.britannica.com/topic/armed-force
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-Kingdom
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Agnes-Baden-Powell
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Wolf-Cubs
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Cub-Scouts
https://www.britannica.com/topic/baronet
https://www.britannica.com/topic/baron
https://www.britannica.com/place/Kenya


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well House Gallery 
High Road, Horndon on the Hill, Essex , SS178LF 
info@wellhousegallery.co.uk  07946530379 See our opening times for 2025 

Local Photographer David Dent – We are stocked up on several photos by David please 

do visit us during January & February to see a selection of photos of our local Churches 

in Horndon, Orsett & Bulphan.    

Bulphan WI 
On an extremely cold and icy evening in January we had a visit from a local 

undertaker to explain his role in the company, and how they can provide a 

range of services.  It can be a di>icult subject for discussion, but Brian gave 

an insight into funerals generally, and answered questions posed around 

such things as why there can be lengthy waits for funerals and their cost. 
 

This month we were tasked with voting for one of four Resolutions that had 

made the shortlist for 2025.  The top one for us at Bulphan was ‘Bystanders 

can be Lifesavers’ - which is around improving access to defibrillators and 

CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) training and delivery.  A sobering statistic is that less than one 

in ten people survive the 30,000 out-of-hospital cardiac arrests each year.  All the votes from WIs 

across the country will be collected, and in May we vote again for the one that has received most 

support. 
 

We had two visitors at the meeting, and we hope they had a great time.  Next month, Wednesday 12 

February at 7.30 pm, we will be getting into shape by doing some chair exercise to music with Karen 

Lawrie, and visitors are most welcome. 

Lesley Crisp 

 

mailto:info@wellhousegallery.co.uk


 

Oasis Café. Orsett Churches’ Centre 

High Road, Orsett. RM16 3ER  

Friday 28th February 2025 

10:00 -11.00 hours 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community

In the 
Orsett Churches' Centre

 
Every Friday during term time

9.00-11.30am
 

Everyone is welcome
 

The perfect place to go after
the school run!

 

 

Edward Bear
Toddler Group

 
Edward Bear welcomes his little friends 
and their accompanying adults in the 

Orsett Churches' Centre Chapel
 

There is no charge for this Toddler Group
 

Every Friday during term time
9.30-11.00am

 
 

        For further details 
           please contact
         Karen Collier on 
            01375 370441

 

The dates of Edward Bear and Oasis Cafe are on our website www.hobnob.org.uk, on the 'What's on' page

 

 

Every Friday during term time 

9.30 am – 11.00 am 

 



February might be the shortest month but it is packed with traditions and festivals. 

 

Candlemas Day 
February 2nd is known as Candlemas Day (the Christian festival of lights). 
How did  2nd February come to be called Candlemas? 
It was the day of the year when all the candles, that were used in the church during the 
coming year, were brought into church and a blessing was said over them - so it was the 
Festival Day (or 'mass') of the Candles. 
Candles were important not only because there was no electric lights, also some thought 
candles gave protection against plague, illness and famine. For Christians, candles were 
(and still are) a reminder of something even more important. 
 

 

End Of Christmas 
In the past many people said that the Christmas season lasted for 40 days from Christmas 
Day - until the second day of February. 
 

 

Winter Peak 
February 2nd is the Winter Peak also called 'Imbolc'. This ancient festival marks the midpoint 
of winter in the northern hemisphere, halfway between the Winter solstice (shortest day) 
and the Spring equinox.  In Britain, Imbolc is often associated with snowdrops. 
 

 

St Valentine’s Day 
Valentine's Day, or St Valentine's Day, or the Feast of St Valentine, is celebrated annually 
on February 14th.  It began as a Christian feast day for one or two early Christian martyrs 
named St Valentine. 
The celebration of romance and love now found in many places around the world happened 
later through folk traditions.  It’s popularity and commercialisation increased with the 
invention of the Penny Post in Britain when expressions of love in the form of romantic verse, 
sometimes saucy, could be sent anonymously, although over years the anonymity angle has 
been lost.  In the UK, Valentine’s Day is worth over a billion pounds. 
 

 

Leap Day 
Once every 4 years February has 29 days.  Which brings its own traditions and superstitions. 
In Scotland it was considered unlucky to be born on a Leap Day. 
Centuries ago in traditional English law, February 29th was not recognised and ‘leapt over; 
hence Leap Year. Without a legal bar on women proposing (at the time only men were 
allowed), it may have begun the tradition that women could propose marriage. 



 

 

ORSETT STORES 

YOUR LOCAL AND FRIENDLY VILLAGE STORE 
41 High Road Orsett, Essex Telephone: 01375891242 

Open from 6.30am until 9.30pm Monday-Saturday 7.00am until 9.30pm Sundays 

Suppliers of Groceries, Fresh Bread, Milk, Fruit, Vegetables, Chilled and Frozen Foods, Fresh Meat,  

Off Licence, Tobacco, Cards and Stationery, Confectionery,  

Fresh Flowers and Plants, Daily Newspapers and magazines. 

 

Free local home delivery on 

Tuesdays & Fridays,  

please call to place your order. 
 

Services: 

Dry Cleaning, Photocopying,  

National Lottery Outlet,  

Newspaper delivery. 
 

Post Office Local In-Store   

Open from 8.30am until 1.00pm  

Monday-Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The churches in this Parish are committed to 
the safeguarding, care and nurture of 

everyone within the church community; 
especially children, young people and 

vulnerable adults. 
 

The Parish Safeguarding Representative is 
Janet McCheyne, who can be contacted on: 

0775 283 6902 
or 

janetmcc101@gmail.com 
 

The Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be 
contacted on: 
01245 294 444 

or 
safeguarding@chelmsford.anglican.org 



 

SERVING FAMILIES IN AND AROUND ORSETT

dignityfunerals.co.uk/local
Proud to be a Dignity Funeral Director, providing  
exceptional services to families across the UK.

We’re here for you anytime.  
Whatever your wishes or budget,  

we can provide a funeral to suit you. 

W HOWARD & SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

32 High Road, Orsett,  
Essex RM16 3HB

01375 891238

YOUR FUNERAL 
WISHES
our local experts

Attended Funerals

Memorials

Unattended Funerals




