
 

 



 

 

 

 
Open Church means that the Church is open for private prayer, refreshments are available at all sessions except Thursdays at Bulphan. 

SERVICES – April 2025  HORNDON ORSETT BULPHAN 
Tuesday 1st April   Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments   

Thursday 3rd    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 4th    
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 5th April   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments  4pm Forest Church 

Sunday 6th April   
5th Sunday of Lent  10am All Together 

 Holy Communion Service  

Monday 7th       Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 8th   
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments   

2pm Holy Communion Service, at the Whitecroft 

Thursday 10th     Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 11th    No Oasis Café or Edward Bear  

Saturday 12th   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Sunday 13th April 
Palm Sunday   8.45am CW Holy Communion Service   

10am Family Service   

Monday 14th       Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 15th    Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

7.30pm Taizé Service 
with prayers for healing  

Thursday 17th  
Maundy Thursday  

7.30pm Holy Communion 
 with Foot washing  Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 18th  
Good Friday  No Oasis Café or Edward Bear  

Saturday 19th   Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments   

Sunday 20th April 
Easter Sunday 

10am All Together 
 Holy Communion Service   

Monday 21st  
Easter Monday          Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 22nd   
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments   
12noon Holy Communion Service 

Thursday 24th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 25th    
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 26th  Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Sunday 27th April 
 2nd Sunday of Easter  8.45am CW Holy Communion Service 

10am Family Service  

Monday 28th     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 29th   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Thursday 1st May     Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 2nd     
9-11.30am Oasis Café  

Edward Bear 9.30-11am at  
Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 3rd   

Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   
4pm Forest Church 

Sunday 4th May 
3rd Sunday of Easter   10am All Together 

 Holy Communion Service 



 

 

On 16th March, we held our Annual Church Meeting, (APCM,) in Orsett Church after the 10am service, 

when we received reports of all that has been happening at Church and in the Parish over the past year 

and I would just like to share one or two highlights. 
 

It was a busy year in the Parish and thank you, so much, to everyone who works hard to enable things to 

run smoothly. Thank you to Revd Max, our Wardens, Assistant Warden, PCC and Action Groups, our 

Musicians, our Finance Team, our Parish Administrator and everyone who works hard behind the scenes. 

Thank you, too, to all, those who work so hard to keep our churchyards under control and help in 

maintaining our buildings.  It is impossible to thank everyone individually but please know that your hard 

work and commitment to our vision of ‘Knowing and Sharing the Love of Jesus in the Church and 

Community’ are greatly appreciated and you are all very much in my prayers as together you serve God. 

Felicity Tarbard has decided to step down from being on the PCC, and Ron Porter has also decided to step 

down. Between them their years of service amount to over 60 and these have included time spent being 

Warden and Assistant Warden as well. We are hugely indebted for all that they have both done and hope 

that they are able to have a little more time to spend with friends and family. 
 

At Church, we always endeavour to be a welcoming place for everyone and the PCC has been working hard 

to consider how we might develop our ministry of hospitality further to ensure that people of all 

backgrounds and abilities are catered for. 
 

This year, David Ferguson, who has been our Church Architect for many years retired and we are very 

appreciative of his many years of service. John Bailey, from Thomas Ford and Partners, who has been 

working with the PCC recently on a number of projects has now been appointed by the PCC as our new 

Church Architect and we are grateful to John for agreeing to undertake this role. Thank you, also, to Diane 

Moorse who has stepped down from her role distributing the Hobnob. We are very grateful for her many 

years of service and to Sharon Long who has kindly taken this role on. 
 

As I write this, we are moving closer to Easter. Some of you will have been following the Living Hope 

readings and reflections produced by the Church of England and Easter itself is a story of Hope - Hope in 

the risen Lord Jesus who is available for each one of us if we invite him into our hearts. 
 

The following prayer is written for Holy Week as part of the Living Hope resource. 
 

Dear God, 

thank you for the outpouring of love 

we see in Jesus’ cross and resurrection. 

In this most transformative of all weeks, 

help us to discover afresh the life-changing hope 

of Good Friday and Easter. 

Amen 
 

There is plenty going on at church at Easter and you are welcome at any or all of the services. 

I look forward to seeing you soon and wish you a blessed and joyful Easter. 

Take care and God bless, 

Sue  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

      THE PARISH REGISTERS
 

 

Baptisims 

9th March   Pippa Jessica Ettridge     (H) 

    Marnie Jacqueline Ettridge    (H) 

Interment of ashes 

8th March   Ed and Doris Stoddart (82)    (O) 

10th March   Wilfred and Freda Kent (101)           (Herongate Woods) 

24th March   David and Doreen Feltham                (H) 

28th March   Betty Mary Heath (96)                (B)

    

 

Wedding Enquiries 

If you would like to enquire about booking a wedding at:  
Horndon, Orsett or Bulphan churches,  

please contact: Revd Sue Mann: 01375 891254 

rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 
 

 

 

Baptism Enquiries 
To arrange a baptism you will need to attend a Baptism 

Preparation Meeting, where we will discuss the meaning of 

Baptism, the responsibilities of parents and Godparents, go 

through the Baptism service and give you the opportunity to ask 
questions. At the end of the meeting we can check the diary and 

you will be able to book your Baptism. 

 
 

 
Forthcoming Baptism Preparation Dates: 

 

Mon 7th April - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 
Sat 10th May - 12 noon at Horndon Church 

Mon 9th June - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 

Sat 12th July - 12 noon at Horndon Church 
Mon 11th August - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 

Sat 13th September - 12 noon at Horndon Church 

Mon 13th October - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 
Sat 8th November - 12 noon at Horndon Church 

Monday 8th December - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 

 
For more information, please contact:  

Christine Mortimer: 01375 641485  
c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk 

 

mailto:rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk


  

Bulphan  

Community  

Café  and Post Office 

A warm welcome to all. 
Comprehensive Post Office services; 

hot and cold drinks; 
licensed bar; 

cakes(including gluten free), 
crisps and biscuits 

free Wi-Fi 
Thursdays & Fridays from 1.30 - 4.30pm 

Local councillors Barry and Dave visit 

regularly. A social worker visits on the 

2nd & 4th Friday of the month from 2-4pm 

for adult care and support drop-in sessions. 

Regular visits from the Community Police. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month for anyone 

who would like a cuppa and a chat. Everyone is welcomed! 
 

Bring & Buy and Raffle 
 

All proceeds go to the J’s Hospice in Essex,  

providing hospice and  respite  care  for  young  adults  

with  life threatening and life limiting conditions 
 

 
For further details contact  

Beverley on 01375 671 474 

 
 

 

 

‘Forget-Me-Not’ 
Coffee morning 

 

In Horndon Woolmarket 
from 10.00 am  - 12.00 pm 

 

 

The Games Café  
at 

Horndon on the Hill Village Hall 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 

7.30pm to 9.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

We are all ‘have a go’ amateurs  

who welcome and encourage all new-comers. 

We have 2 Short Mat Bowls carpets 

so up to 12 people in teams of         

2 or 3 can play together. 

No previous experience 

needed. 

We play cards and board games: 

SkyJo, Sequence, Dobble, Trominoes, 

Bananagrams and many others. 

Guest games always welcome! 

Please text or call Allison for more information 07773539345 

£5 per week.  Just drop-in.   

No need to book. 

Come alone or  

with friend or partner. 

Please note: There is a £10 joining fee payable on your third visit, to cover set up costs, 

replacement games and low attendance weeks.  Thank you. 

 

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month for anyone 

who would like a cuppa and a chat. Everyone is welcomed! 
 

Bring & Buy and Raffle 
 

All proceeds go to the Havens Hospices in Essex. 

Havens Hospices provide specialist care and support for  people of 

all ages, and their families, who are living with incurable conditions  
 

 



Horndon on the Hill  

Churchwarden’s Write Up  
 

Hello all! 

 

How lovely to have that warmth in the air and the gardens springing into life.  

 

Upcoming events in our church for May are:- 

 

Organ Recital 

by Matthew McCombie 
On Saturday May 3rd 

 At 12 noon 

Tickets £10 and a sandwich lunch is included 
Contact Sonia Ward 01375 674212  

or at any service or Open Church  
 

Our organ has recently been overhauled and Matthew is going to give the first recital 

to thank our benefactor for their generous gift, enabling the organ to be brought back 

to its former glory.  

 

Please do always dispose of your unwanted items in our recycling page.  

Just send details to me and I will enter them in the HOBNOB.  
 

Finally ….. a usual request for help with our church grounds.  Any help, 

however small, is always appreciated.  We all want our village church 

grounds and cemetery to look cared for.  Just give me a ring.  
 

God bless 

 

Sonia Ward, Churchwarden  
email  sonia51anne@yahoo.co.uk 
Telephone  01375 674212 
  

mailto:sonia51anne@yahoo.co.uk


 

HORNDON-ON-THE-HILL 
 

We meet at the Welcome Club 
1, Victoria Road, Stanford-le-Hope 
At 8.00pm on the last Tuesday  
each month except in December. 
 
New members welcome 
Enquiries to the Secretary 
Sec.hothrbl@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

BULPHAN SHORT MAT BOWLS 

 Meetings are in Bulphan Village Hall every 
 Tuesday from 1.45 - 4.15pm and 
 Fridays from 7.00 - 9.00pm 
 New members are welcome and no experience is necessary 
 as friendly advice and tuition can be given 
 

 For further information telephone Lesley on 07766 505 755 

 

 

 

Horndon-on-the-Hill 

BRIDGE CLUB 

In Horndon Village Hall  

Every Friday from 1.30 - 4.30pm  

Admission £2.00 (includes tea/coffee biscuits) 

Very friendly atmosphere 

Intermediate standard basic ACOL played 

For details telephone: Stuart Cameron 01375 673 237 
 

 

 

 
ADVERTISING POLICY 

 

If space is available, new HOBNOB adverts 

are reserved for local 

contractors/organisations within a 15m 

radius of the Parish, excluding the area 

South of the Thames…… 
 

And it is expected that any advertiser 

upholds 

ethical working practices and is in 

sympathy 

with the ethos of the church. Ultimately 

the decision will rest with the PCC.’ 



 

ORSETT 

CHURCHWARDENS’ 

REPORT 
 

 

 

We have been fortunate to have another Year 9 pupil coming along on a Saturday afternoon to 

fulfil the volunteering section of his Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
 

It has been a pleasure to show Freddy some of the jobs involved in preparing the church for 

Sunday services. He has helped out with various tasks including; taking down Christmas 

decorations, sorting out hymn books and service sheets, putting up hymn numbers, refilling the 

candles with oil, changing the altar frontal and setting up the altar for a Holy Communion service. 

His cleaning skills are getting a good workout by using the vacuum cleaner, brandishing a duster 

and cleaning the toilet. He has also helped to tidy up the churchyard by removing dead and 

decaying flowers. 

 
We would like to thank Freddy for all his hard work over the past few months and wish him every 

success for the future. 

 

If you know of anybody else who needs to complete the volunteering section of their DofE award, 

please get in touch, we would be happy to help out. 

 

God Bless 

 

Christine and David Mortimer 



  



It's All Right to Dream Again 
 

Matthew 28:1 says:- 

"As the new day was dawning...." 

 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, and Mary Magdalene have come to the tomb to place 

warm oil on a cold body and bid farewell to the one man who gave reason to their 

hopes. 

 

The women think they are alone. They aren't. They think their journey is unnoticed. 

They are wrong. God knows. And he has a surprise waiting for them. 

 

"An angel of the LORD came down from heaven, went to the tomb, and rolled the 

stone away from the entrance" (Matthew 28:2).   

 

Why did the angel move the stone? For whom did he roll away the rock? 

 

For Jesus? That's what I always thought. But think about it. Did the stone have to be 

removed in order for Jesus to exit? Did God have to have help? Was the death 

conqueror so weak that he couldn't push away a rock? 

 

I don't think so. The text gives the impression that Jesus was already out when the 

stone was moved! For whom, then, was the stone moved? 

 

Listen to what the angel says: "Come and see the place where his body was" 

(Matthew 28:6). 

 

The stone was moved - not for Jesus - but for the women; not so Jesus could come 

out, but so the women could see in! 

 

Mary looks at Mary Magdalene, and Mary is grinning the grin she had when the 

bread and fish kept coming out of the basket. Suddenly it's all right to dream again. 

 

"Go quickly and tell his followers, 'Jesus has risen from the dead. He is going to 

Galilee ahead of you, and you will see him there,'" the angel says (Matthew 28:7). 

 

Mary and Mary don't have to be told twice. They turn and start running to Jerusalem. 

The darkness is gone. The sun is up. The SON is out. 

 

Do you know this SON who is out? Is he in your life?  

 

                            Gerald Toop 



 

We continue to travel through Lent and the parish is busy 

o6ering many services during each week.  

Bulphan and Horndon o6er Open Church during the week, 

which are very welcoming. I have been attending The Edward 

Bear Club on Friday mornings at Orsett with my grandson 

and the Lent Course on Monday evenings. So plenty to do before we arrive at the many 

Easter services. The Easter Sunday service will be held at Horndon Church this year, 

while at Bulphan Church there will be the Palm Sunday Service and on Good Friday the 

Stations of The Cross at 10.00am and the Walk of Witness at 2.00pm. 

Good news and not so good news at Bulphan Church. The good news is that a new sound 

system was installed on Monday and Tuesday 10th and 11th March and commissioned on 

Wednesday 12th. The first time the system will be used is on Sunday 23rd March. The new 

system replaces the old one installed in 1998 and means that everyone in every part of 

The Church will be able to hear what is said. We are grateful to Debbie and Sean the family 

of the late departed Dr John Benjafield who made the generous donation possible 

enabling us to have the new equipment installed. It was always John’s wish that Bulphan 

had a good sound system as he struggled to hear with the old system. We are also grateful 

to Julian Macalle and his family for a donation that enabled the old redundant electrics 

to be stripped out and new wiring to be installed for the new system. The induction loop 

is state-of-the-art which will be much welcomed be those who wear hearing aids. 

The sad news for me, is that Ron Porter has stood down from the PCC. I moved to Bulphan 

in 1981 and can only remember Ron being part of The Church. Ron’s architectural skills 

and knowledge have been employed in so many of the works that have been carried out 

during the past forty plus years. I have relied on his knowledge and advice on so many 

occasions. We thank Ron and his wife Traudi for all their work over the years. Felicity 

Tarbard from Horndon has also stepped down so we do need some new members for the 

PCC. 

Furthermore, I thank Alastair for his continued support and invaluable contribution as 

Churchwarden  

The Bulphan churchyard is always looking good, and we thank members of Bulphan in 

Bloom for all that they do in this respect. We are trying to secure the services of The 

Unpaid Labour Section of The Probation Service to help but due to pressures on them 

they are only able to provide a team for Orsett at this time Horndon church also needs 

help in this respect. It is easy for people to moan about the state of the churchyards but 

due to their size it is an enormous job, and any assistance would be appreciated. 

 

Frank Woollard 

Bulphan Churchwarden’s Report 



 

PRAYER DIARY 
      Some thoughts to include in your daily prayers 

 

 

 
 
April 1st For those living in Hew Watt Close, Orsett 
April 2nd For the berieved   
April 3d For those living in Lodysons Close, Orsett 
April 4th For neighbours we do not yet know 
April 5th For our Bellringers 
April 6th For those who will die this month 
April 7th For the communities in Palestine 
April 8th For those living in Daltons Shaw, Orsett 
April 9th For Christians around the world 
April 10th For those preparing for marriage 
April 11th For Whitecroft, those who live and work there 
April 12th For the work of all retired clergy 
April 13th For Clergy serving the Parish 
April 14th For those living in Victoria Road, Bulphan 
April 15th For those living in Kirkham Road, Horndon 
April 16th For the Christian Church in its many denominations 
April 17th For those living in Bloomfield Walk, Orsett 
April 18th For Pleshey and all retreat houses throughout the land 
April 19th For those living in Shelford Close, Orsett 
April 20th For those living in York Road, Horndon 
April 21st For the Ukraine  
April 22d For those living in Cassell Close, Orsett 
April 23d For St George, the patron of England 
April 24th For those struggling with great transitions 
April 25th For His Majesty's Forces serving overseas  
April 26th For those living in Church Close, Horndon 
April 27th For those living in Brentwood Road, Orsett 
April 28th For the Orsett Churches’ Centre 
April 29th For the work of the Diocese in Europe 
April 30th For the homeless and hungry 
 
 

 
 

Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: open the doors of our 
hearts, that we may seek the good of others and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and 

peace, to the praise of God the Father 
 



 

RECTOR Reverend Sue Mann    email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk            01375 891 254 
 

PTO*  Reverend Max Blake    email: max@hobnob.org.uk          07716 969 772 

*(permission to officiate) 

 
 

 

PARISH CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS        

Churchwardens Alastair Macrae, Beverley Macrae, Christine Mortimer, 

David Mortimer,  Sonia Ward, Frank Woollard. 

  Treasurer      Lynn Bennett 

  Secretary     Beverley Macrae     

  Parish Administrator    Lynda Robertson. 

Deanery Synod Representatives   Karen Collier, Alastair Macrae, Janet Wilkins,  

Frank Woollard 

  Lay Representatives    Jane Barry, Sandra Billinger, Felicity Tarbard,  

Samantha Pankhurst, Ron Porter 

 

CHURCH OFFICERS AND CONTACT DETAILS 

St Peter & St Paul Horndon-on-the-Hill 

 Churchwardens     Sonia Ward            01375 674212 

       Beverley Macrae            01375 673 327 

 Deputy Churchwarden    Felicity Tarbard            01375 677581  

 Sacristans     Jane Barry. Judy Rood. Beverley Macrae  

     

St Giles & All Saints Orsett 

 Churchwardens     Christine Mortimer           01375 641 485 

       David Mortimer            01375 641 485 

 Sacristan     Janet Wilkins 

 Vergers     Jo Metcalf 

       Libby Seggons 

 Mothers’ Union contact    Lucy Bubb            07970 728 673 

 Edward Bear Toddler Group   Karen Collier                     01375 370 441 

 Tower Captain     Judith Church            01375 891 556 

 Oasis Café     Sandra Billinger            01375 891 040 

 Churches’ Centre Bookings   Gary Jones           bookings@orsettchurches.co.uk  

 

St Mary-the-Virgin Bulphan 

 Churchwardens     Frank Woollard            01375 891 034 

       Alastair Macrae            01375 673 327 

 Verger      Ron Porter            01375 891 697 

 Parish Room Bookings    Traudi Porter            01375 891 697  

 

Parish Administrator 

 Lynda Robertson: l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk             07974 803 471 

 

Parish Baptism Co-ordinator 

 Christine Mortimer: c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk                                01375 641 485 

 

Musicians 

 Jane Barry                   07552 199 697 

 Janet McCheyne                   07752 836 902   

 

 

To arrange Weddings, please contact Rev. Sue Mann on 01375 891 254 or email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 

 

 

THE PARISH OF 

HORNDON, ORSETT AND BULPHAN 
www.hobnob.org.uk Facebook: @HOBNOBchurches 



 

HORNDON-ON-THE-HILL 

METHODIST CHURCH 
4, High Road. Horndon-on-the-Hill 

Minister: Reverend Fiona Smith 

Senior Steward: Mr Graham Hodgson 

https://www.southessexmethodist.org.uk/ 
 

All are welcome to our services and other activities. 

 
   

    Services April 2025 
 

Sunday 6th April        
10:30am Chapel Preacher Mr Ian Brown 
 
Sunday 13th April Palm Sunday  Holy Communion  

10:30 am     Chapel Preacher Revd Fiona Smith  
 
Monday 14th April   Prayer Service   
7:00 pm      Chapel  Preacher Mrs Maureen McPherson  
 

Friday    18th April  Good Friday 
5:00pm   Afternoon Tea Methodist Hall * 
6:30pm Service  Chapel  Preacher Revd Kathleen Allen 
*Please let Graham know if you plan to come: graham.hodgson122@btinternet.com   

07775 8613222  

 
Sunday 20th April   Easter Sunday 
10:30am Chapel  Preacher Mrs Maureen McPherson 
 

Sunday 27th April   
10:30 am     Chapel Preacher Revd Fiona Smith  
 

Good Friday Tea 
 

All are welcome to our traditional Good Friday afternoon tea be held at 5:00pm in the 
Methodist Hall. we enjoy an afternoon with a range of drinks, savouries and cakes followed 

by a service in the chapel. To help with arrangements please let Graham know if you plan 
to come graham.hodgson122@btinternet.com or 07775 8613222. 
 

Following the tea, we look forward to a service led by a guest speaker at 6:30 pm and this 
year we welcome Revd Kathleen Allen. 
 

Coffee mornings and lunch 
 

All are welcome to our Community Cuppa and Chat in the Methodist Church Hall. We meet 

between 10:00 – 12:00 noon for the coffee morning with drinks, savouries and biscuits and 
have extended this to continue for a soup and a roll between 12:00 noon - 13:00.  
 

Monthly Email Reflections 
 

You can receive a Monthly Bible Reflection written by Maureen McPherson just by sending 
her your email. (mail@south-fields.com) Hard copies can be handed out if you don't have 

email but would be interested in receiving the monthly reflection. 

https://www.southessexmethodist.org.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Ian/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/graham.hodgson122@btinternet.com
mailto:mail@south-fields.com


 



 

Zion Hall Mission, Bulphan 
Church Road, Bulphan 

 

www.zhm100.wix.com/zionhallmission 
 

 

 

 

We enjoy meeting every Sunday evening for worship and are very pleased to 

see newcomers. We extend a warm welcome to all. The Sunday services for 
April are as follows:  

 

 6th April      6:30 pm Rev Pholani Ncube  

13th April   6:30 pm Rev Brenda Gutberlet Palm Sunday 

20th April     6:30 pm Neil Hunt Easter Day 

27th April     6:30 pm David Raj  

 

World Day of Prayer  
 

This year we were very pleased to be chosen to host the 

World Day of Prayer for Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan. The 

Ecumenical service which had been prepared by Christian 

Women from the Cook Islands was held on 7th March. As 
the service unfolded we learnt 

something about the beauty of 

this group of Pacific islands and 

also of some of the challenges 
that have faced and still face 

their people.  
  
We also learnt the Māori 

greeting kia orana which we exchanged with one 

another. This greeting is richer than our ‘hello’ and means: May you live long, 

may you live well, may you shine like the sun and may you dance with the 
waves. 
 

Our thanks go to Jane Barry and the many helpers who put the service together 

and provided the excellent refreshments afterwards. 
 

Easter Greetings  
 

At this greatest time in the Christian calendar, we pray that all readers of 

HOBNOB may find Peace, Joy and Love in the knowledge and experience of our 

risen Saviour. We extend a particular welcome to visitors to share with us in our 
Easter Day evening service when token Easter eggs will be given out after the 

service. 
 

 

If you live locally and would like to come along to a service but need transport, 
or for any other information on our Church or our services please contact the 

Secretary: Ian Blackburn at the e mail above or on 01375 891522. 

http://www.zhm100.wix.com/zionhallmission
http://www.zhm100.wix.com/zionhallmission


 

In our Parish, we welcome all gifts in wills, however large or small and we promise to use 
your gift to make a difference to our Parish.

 

A charitable legacy is a gift of money and this type of giving is commonly referred to as 
gifts in wills. Gifts in wills can be left to The Parish or an individual church and are 

exempt from inheritance tax. 
 

Since needs change over the years, we encourage you to leave a gift in your will for the
 general purposes of the parish rather than for a specific purpose. 

 

You can be confident that your gift will be used to make a real difference
 to the work of the Church.

 

We acknowledge gifts in whatever way the donor and/or their executors feel most 
appropriate. Equally, we can make sure that gifts remain anonymous if the donor prefers. 

Further guidance can be found on the Church of England’s website
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-life/church-legacy

 

If you wish to talk to someone in confidence about the sorts of purposes your gift might fund, 
and how/if you would like your gift to be acknowledged, please contact Revd Sue.

 

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community

GIFT IN WILLS



 

SERVING FAMILIES IN AND AROUND ORSETT

dignityfunerals.co.uk/local
Proud to be a Dignity Funeral Director, providing  
exceptional services to families across the UK.

We’re here for you anytime.  
Whatever your wishes or budget,  

we can provide a funeral to suit you. 

W HOWARD & SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

32 High Road, Orsett,  
Essex RM16 3HB

01375 891238

YOUR FUNERAL 
WISHES
our local experts

Attended Funerals

Memorials

Unattended Funerals



https://www.mothersunion.org/news/why-lady-day-important-mothers-union
https://mueshop.org/collections/make-a-mothers-day-2025
https://www.facebook.com/MothersUnion
https://www.mothersunion.org/what-we-do/faith-and-prayer/midday-prayers-wave-prayer
https://www.mothersunion.org/what-we-do/faith-and-prayer/midday-prayers-wave-prayer


 

EASTER SERVICES 2025

Tuesday 15th April
at Orsett Church

7.30pm Taizé Service with prayers for healing

Maundy Thursday - 17th April
at Horndon Church

7.30pm Holy Communion Service with Foot Washing

Good Friday - 18th April
at Bulphan Church

10am Stations of the Cross
2pm Walk of Witness followed by Hot Cross Buns

Easter Sunday - 20th April 
at Horndon Church

10am All Together Holy Communion Service 

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community



 

MESSY EASTER

FUN EASTER ACTIVITIES

T H E  P A R I S H  O F  
H O R N D O N ,  O R S E T T  A N D  B U L P H A N

EVENT IS FREE OF CHARGE AND INCLUDES
LUNCH 
FOR AGES 0-11 YEARS
PARENT/CARER TO STAY
DONATIONS ARE WELCOME

ORSETT CHURCHES CENTRE, HIGH ROAD 
ORSETT RM16 3ER

FRIDAY 11TH  APRIL 2025   10 AM TO 1.30 PM

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community

RSVP: PLEASE LET REVD SUE KNOW IF YOU CAN ATTEND  BY APRIL 7TH  
BY EMAIL AT RECTORSUE@HOBNOB.ORG.UK 

OR CALL 01375 891254



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month we welcomed the London Gallery Quire to Horndon and as they preferred 

to perform earlier than our usual evening concerts, we decided that an Afternoon Tea 

event would be a good idea – enjoyed by all who attended.  

What’s the difference between a ‘choir’ and a ‘quire’? I hear you ask. 

There’s a huge difference when we look closely. So, the noun “choir” means a group 

of singers singing in harmony, usually related to churches or an organized group. It 

can consist of both professional singers and amateur singers alike. 

But the noun “quire” has been assigned several meanings over time. First, it can refer 

to a smaller group of people or singers, usually four or fewer. It’s also used to describe 

a small stack of papers folded together to create a book of sorts. It derives from 

the Latin word quaterni, meaning four each or four at a time. 

Well, there were certainly more than four in this instance and with their small band of 

accompanying instrumentalists, they performed music from their repertoire of “West 

Gallery Music”.  So described because it was often performed by instrumentalists and 

singers from a raised gallery at the west (back) of the church.  All the music was drawn 

from this once vanished repertoire and much of it has been little sung for over 200 

years.   

We’ll be back in the Woolmarket on Thursday April 10th at 8pm when the pianist, 

Russell Thompson, will be entertaining us. 

This will be Russell’s first visit to Woolmarket Music and we look forward to hearing 

him.  As always, he’ll be assured of a warm welcome – and so will you at just £7.50 

entry on the door. See you there! 

https://www.wordsense.eu/quaterni/


 

 

ORSETT STORES 

YOUR LOCAL AND FRIENDLY VILLAGE STORE 
41 High Road Orsett, Essex Telephone: 01375891242 

Open from 6.30am until 9.30pm Monday-Saturday 7.00am until 9.30pm Sundays 

Suppliers of Groceries, Fresh Bread, Milk, Fruit, Vegetables, Chilled and Frozen Foods, Fresh Meat,  

Off Licence, Tobacco, Cards and Stationery, Confectionery,  

Fresh Flowers and Plants, Daily Newspapers and magazines. 

 

Free local home delivery on 

Tuesdays & Fridays,  

please call to place your order. 
 

Services: 

Dry Cleaning, Photocopying,  

National Lottery Outlet,  

Newspaper delivery. 
 

Post Office Local In-Store   

Open from 8.30am until 1.00pm  

Monday-Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The churches in this Parish are committed to 
the safeguarding, care and nurture of 

everyone within the church community; 
especially children, young people and 

vulnerable adults. 
 

The Parish Safeguarding Representative is 
Janet McCheyne, who can be contacted on: 

0775 283 6902 
or 

janetmcc101@gmail.com 
 

The Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be 
contacted on: 
01245 294 444 

or 
safeguarding@chelmsford.anglican.org 



       

 

 

 

Happy New Year! Here is a roundup of the new year so far at Orsett and an update from Christmas! We finished the 

year with Carol Service at Church and at school, spectacular Nativity performances, a Christmas Disco run by the 

PTA, carol singing at Thurrock Garden Centre and Orsett Hospital and our Christmas Party Afternoon! 

We are very proud of so many of our children and families taking part in the Nativity on the Pound! It was also a 

great joy to be back at the Oasis Cafe and are very much looking forward to being their more often in the new year! 

So far this year we have observed our Ash Wednesday Service at St Giles. These children sang beautifully and acted 

respectfully as they received the sign of the cross in ash. Many thanks to Revs Sue and Max for joining us in worship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We love World Book Day so much at Orsett we spend a whole week celebrating! The children took part in a range of 

activities throughout the week – some of which you can find on our Facebook page! Of course, we had the big 

dressing up day on World Book Day itself with our Book Day Catwalk in the hall. It’s a real party atmosphere! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       

 

 

 

Most recently we had ‘Night Owls’ in for the morning! A wonderful company who brings stunning owls into school 

for an assembly to learn all about them and see them fly; and then had the opportunity to have a photo taken with 

an owl. The children were in awe, it was a really special day and hopefully some core memories created for lots of 

our children. 

 

  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Mr J Dickson 

Head of School 



FAMOUS PERSON IN APRIL 
 

Hertha Ayrton  
 

28th April 1854 - 26th August 1923 

 

Hertha Ayrton is one of the great heroes, not only of Science itself but of 

Mathematics. Educated by her aunts who ran a school in northwest 

London, and at Girton College Cambridge , supported by the generosity 

of Barbara Bodichon and George Eliot, she studied Mathematics (1876–

1881) and was coached by physicist Richard Glazebrook. She went on to 

become one of the most influential British women scientists. 

During her time at Cambridge, Hertha constructed a sphygmomanometer 

(blood pressure meter), led the choral society, founded the Girton fire 

brigade, and, together with Charlotte Scott  formed a mathematical club.  

Though the University did not grant her a degree Hertha went on to 

demonstrate that a woman was capable of excelling most of the men in her chosen fields, in spite of 

the institutionalised prejudice that tried to hold her back. She excelled not only as a scientist and 

mathematician but also as an inventor. By the time she died in 1923 she had patented no fewer than 

26 new inventions.  

One of Hertha's important contributions was to the study of electric arcs, used in the late 1800s and 

1900s for indoor and outdoor lighting. Her work on understanding electric arcs led her to being the 

first woman elected to the Institution of Electrical Engineers, now the IET. In 1902, she was prevented 

from joining the Royal Society as at the time married women had no standing in law, so she was 

deemed ineligible. In 1906, however, she was the first female recipient of the Royal Society’s Hughes 

Medal. It would be a further 102 years before another women won the award.  

Hertha’s later research into water and air vortices, inspired by the formation of ripples in the sand 

made by wave motions on the beaches of Kent, resulted in a life-saving application, the ‘Ayrton anti-

gas fan’. The fan was a simple hand-held device used to clear gases from frontline trenches during 

World War I.  

In addition to her scientific achievements Hertha was a stalwart of the women's movement. She 

supported the suffragists and marched in all the suffrage processions. She also made her home 

available to nurse campaigners recovering from hunger strikes before they were returned to prison 

under the ‘Cat and Mouse Act’—the Prisoners (Temporary Discharge for Ill-Health) Act of 1913.  

Hertha is remembered to this day in College thanks to the generosity of her friend Ottilie Hancock (d. 

1929) who endowed the Hertha Ayrton Science Fellowship in her memory. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlotte_Scott


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community

In the 
Orsett Churches' Centre

 
Every Friday during term time

9.00-11.30am
 

Everyone is welcome
 

The perfect place to go after
the school run!

 

 

Edward Bear
Toddler Group

 
Edward Bear welcomes his little friends 
and their accompanying adults in the 

Orsett Churches' Centre Chapel
 

There is no charge for this Toddler Group
 

Every Friday during term time
9.30-11.00am

 
 

        For further details 
           please contact
         Karen Collier on 
            01375 370441

 

The dates of Edward Bear and Oasis Cafe are on our website www.hobnob.org.uk, on the 'What's on' page

 

 

Every Friday during term time 

9.30 am – 11.00 am 

 



   

 

 

Horndon on the Hill Church of England Primary School 
We are all part of God’s family.  Through trying our best in all that we do, we find a sense of belonging. 

             1 Corinthians 12:27 ‘All of you together are Christ’s body and each of you is a part of it’. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear All, 

Two of our pupils, Madison and Darcey went to the Houses 

of Parliament to speak to MPs to discuss Climate Change. 

They visited the Houses of Parliament to talk about the 

dangers of climate change and what MPs should do next.  

Here they are speaking to Kerry McCarthy, the Minister for 

Climate Change.   

 

Madison said, "It 

was great fun 

because we went to London and we got to talk to the MPs.  I liked 

telling them about why climate change was an issue and why it was 

important to help countries adapt." Darcey added, "We got to see 

the House and Parliament.  I enjoyed showing the MPs our work 

and explaining what they could do help climate change.  Also, the 

biscuits in the House of Parliament were delicious."  

Work from Horndon's Creativity for Climate Change exhibition, held earlier in the year, was also on display.  
 

World Book Day was celebrated in school with all the children wearing hats they had made. The hat needed 

to relate to a book that they particularly enjoyed reading.   

   

 

The year is passing so quickly. Easter is fast approaching and then we begin our final term of the academic 

year. We have some exciting events planned for the summer term, so please check our website where all 

the important dates are listed. Perhaps we will see you at the school attending one of these celebrations. 

Wishing you all a very peaceful Easter holiday 

 

Kind regards 

    
Headteacher 

 



   Bulphan WI 
Sherry introduced our two speakers and Easter wreath 

demonstrators, Pat and Sam. Pat and Sam made two wreaths, 

one mainly foliage with a yellow bow and hanging loop and one 

with small flowering plants for a table or sideboard.  Everyone 

had been given a free raffle ticket, and the lucky winners went 

home with their beautiful prizes. 

We had been eagerly anticipating the release of the Bridget 

Jones film in February, and those members who went to see it found it funny and 

poignant, overall, a great watch. 

Bulphan WI plays in the Essex WI darts league, and although not through to the finals, 

two of our members were awarded trophies.  June for the highest individual score, and 

Tina for achieving the most doubles when checking out.   

In April Bulphan WI will have been around for 96 years, and we are having a party to 

celebrate.  Unfortunately, due to the logistics of catering and seating, this meeting.is 

for invited guests only, but women are very welcome to come along to our 14th May 

meeting. 

Lesley Crisp 

Easter Antics
EASTER MONDAY - 21ST APRIL, 2025    2PM - 5PM

BULPHAN VILLAGE HALL

See you there!

JOIN US FOR 

T H E  P A R I S H  O F H O R N D O N , O R S E T T  A N D  B U L P H A N

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community

EASTER HUNT FOR UNDER 8'S - £1 PER CHILD
TREASURE HUNT - £1 PER ADULT AND 50P PER
CHILD
CHUCK A CHICKEN
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
RAFFLE
CAKES AND REFRESHMENTS



       

 

 

 

 

It’s been a while since we’ve written – and so much has happened.  

Over the last couple of months, we have celebrated World Book Day – the children came in dressed up as a 

variety of book characters. During the morning the children were able to choose any member of staff to go 

to and have a story read to them.  

We went to St Mary’s Church for our Ash Wednesday Service and learnt about the period of Lent, and the 

ability to look to God to help us to resist temptation and make positive choices! 

Our Reception Class were visited by a dinosaur who hatched from an giant egg! The class collected 

materials from around the school to build a safe nest.  

             

Middle school collected soil samples and investigated what was in them including worms as part of their 

science topic this half term! 

   



       

 

 

 

World Book Day photos for you to enjoy 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



POLICE Community Officer: PC Javier Rodriguez-Perez   

at Grays email: thurrockcommunitypolicingteam@essex.police.uk     101 or 999 

DOCTORS  Horndon-on-the-Hill 01375 642 362 

 Orsett & Bulphan (Orsett Surgery)  01375 892 082 

 Bulphan  (Ockendon Surgery) 01708 852 318 

(West Horndon Surgery): 01277 811 770 

LOCAL COUNCILLORS Mr Barry Johnson 07831 609714 

Mr David Day   07355 924 361 

LOCAL MP James McMurdock Email: james.mcmurdock.mp@parliament.uk 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

SCHOOLS Horndon C of E Primary Headteacher: Mrs. D. Bradley.  01375 673 260 

Orsett C of E Primary  Head-of-school: Mr Dickson 01375 891 383 

Bulphan C of E Academy Head-of-school: Mr Dickson    01375 891 220 

VILLAGE FORUM EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Horndon:  

Orsett: 

Bulphan:   

 horndonchair@thurrockforums.org  

orsettcfchair@thurrockforums.org  

bulphaninfo@thurrockforums.org  

This page is for everyone to redistribute unwanted items for no 

charge. Just email details of any items you wish to give away to the 

address below, together with your telephone number and these will 

be published in the next issue of the Hobnob. All items must be fit 

for purpose. 

Mahogany Cased Grandmother Clock 

Contact Mr Robin Clark on 01375 678629 

To advertise here telephone 01375 674212 

Or email sonia51anne@yahoo.co.uk 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION FOR 

HORNDON - ORSETT - BULPHAN 

COMMUNITY RECYCLING 

mailto:thurrockcommunitypolicingteam@essex.police.uk
mailto:james.mcmurdock.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:horndonchair@thurrockforums.org
mailto:orsettcfchair@thurrockforums.org
mailto:bulphaninfo@thurrock.org


 

MUSIC IS THE VOICE OF THE SOUL  
 

 

Love singing? Need to relax?  

Introducing.. a soothing new class with experienced, 

accredited vocal coach & Singer Debbie Spice ……  

 HARMON EASE   

A mindful singing session using relaxation, vocal techniques, breathing and 

harmonised songs from around the world to help your day run with ease. 

 

Free Taster Session: Monday 28th April 6:30pm @ The Woolmarket, Horndon on the 

hill. Contact Debbie Spice on 07534 895700 or Debbiespice1@gmail.com to book 

& further details. 

 

 

Organ Recital by Matthew McCombie
using the recently refurbished church organ

Saturday, 3rd May 2025 at 12 noon.

At St Peter and St Paul Church, Horndon on the hill

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community

Tickets are £10 person and includes a buffet lunch

For tickets please contact Sonia Ward on 01375 674212 or
 by email sonia51anne@yahoo.co.uk



 
 

 
Why Does Easter Change  

Every Year? 
 
Since the days of early church history, determining the precise date of 
Easter has been a matter for continued argument. The biggest problem 
is, the followers of Christ neglected to record the exact date of Jesus' 
resurrection. From that point on the matter got more complex. 
 
A Simple Explanation 
The earliest believers in the church of Asia Minor wished to keep the 
observance of Easter correlated to the Jewish Passover. The death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ happened after the Passover, so followers 
wanted Easter always to be celebrated after the Passover. Since the Jewish 
holiday calendar is based on solar and lunar cycles, each feast day is 
movable, with dates shifting from year to year. 
 
Today in Western Christianity, Easter is always celebrated on the Sunday 
immediately following the Paschal Full Moon date of the year. The date of 
the Paschal Full Moon is determined from historical tables.  The Paschal 
Full Moon can vary as much as two days from the date of the actual full 
moon, with dates ranging from March 21st to April 18th. As a result, Easter 
dates in Western Christianity can range from March 22nd to April 25th. 



Ecology & Social Jus/ce Ac/on Group 

 

Lo# Insula+on – BEWARE 

There are companies who rely on cold calling to drum up business promo6ng government grant assisted lo8 

insula6on as a way to reduce energy bills and reduce the impact on the environment.   

I had a cold call from one such company, recently, enquiring about our lo8 insula6on. The pleasant lady was keen to 

take details and arrange a surveyor to visit. ‘Did I know that standard quilt insula6on can be an irritant?’ she asked. 

‘What are you proposing instead’, I replied. ‘Spray foam insula6on’ was the response. Unfortunately for her, she was 

not aware she had just rung a surveyor. Politely, but firmly, I con6nued the conversa6on. ‘Really? Have you not heard 

that in most cases that is NOT a recommended method of insula6on?’ I responded. ‘Have you not heard reports that 

most mortgage companies will not approve lending for the purchase of a property with spray foam lo6 insula7on, 

and that many people cannot sell their houses because of it?’ She thanked me for my 6me and cut the call!   

hNps://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ar6cles/cqjrpv218r0o  

hNps://www.rics.org/news-insights/rics-release-new-spray-foam-consumer-guide 

Please, be careful when responding to cold call offers.  Do research or get expert independent advice before you 

commit to anything.  

   

Making Us Think 

You may have seen the publicity about NeYlix’s new drama Adolescence telling the story of an ordinary family’s 

world being turned upside down when a 13-year-old boy is arrested for the murder of a teenage girl who goes to his 

school. It is a cau6onary tale about the affect on teenagers of social media and a reminder of the importance of 

human contact and family 6me.  

It is sparking important conversa6ons about the manipula6on and corrosive impact of social media generally and, 

par6cularly, the effect of misogynist influencers on some teenage boys, on male rage, and boys’ and young men's 

mental health. And how it affects girls and women too. Experts are encouraging us to have conversa6ons with our 

children and grand-children about these topics. 

More widely, it’s promp6ng ques6ons on how social media algorithms manipulate what we see, feeding us with an 

unbalanced view of news, issues or opinions. 

We are being encouraged to employ cri7cal thinking, whether we get our news and informa6on from tradi6onal 

sources such as newspapers, TV or radio, or from social media.  This involves ques6oning rather than simply 

accep6ng informa6on that we hear or read. It suggests seeking alterna6ve sources to enable us to iden6fy different 

points of view, so we can put together informed arguments, and evaluate the arguments made by others. 

Then we can see where there is social jus6ce or injus6ce, and where we as Chris6ans need to act.  

Speak up, for those who cannot speak for themselves,  

for the rights of all who are des7tute.  

Speak up and judge fairly;  

defend the rights of the poor and needy.  

                                                                         Proverbs 31:8-9 

Philip Mann  

Ecology & Social Jus6ce Ac6on Group              



 

BULPHAN VILLAGE SHOP 

      Bulphan Village Hall, Church Road, Bulphan RM14 3RU 

 

                                     Free delivery to local customers: call 07429 295505 

 

With a wide variety of groceries, fresh vegetables, fresh meat, fresh-baked bread, off licence, greetings cards and all household 

essentials, you can also make bill payments for water, electricity and gas with key and card top ups, replacement gas/electricity 

keys and cards, mobile phone top ups, the Health Lottery and National Lottery and a hot drinks machine.  

 

 

LOTS OF FREE PARKING 

 

Stamps are always available for sale at the till and there are main Post Office services at the 

hall next door on Thursday and Friday afternoons, 1.30 – 4.30pm 

 

IT'S ONLY A LITTLE SHOP, BUT IT CERTAINLY OFFERS A LOT. 

 

 

 

 

 

Orsett Village Dental Surgery  

is a long established family 

practice offering all dental 

treatments, including 

intravenous sedation for the 

nervous patient, laser 

surgery for most dental 

procedures, 

hygienist/therapist services 

and dental implants all 

carried out by highly trained 

practitioners. 

 
website: www.ssdental.co.uk 

email: sunnysidedentist@btconnect.com 

Dental treatment delivered 

by conscientious, experienced 

and very caring staff 

55 High Road Orsett RM16 

3HB 



  

chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk  |  sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk

Boiler Installs, Servicing & 

Repairs

New Heating Systems

Plumbing Repairs

Electrical Services

Air-con & Renewables

D All calls are answered personally

D Confirmed bookings given

D No job too small!

D Work covered by  12-month
        guarantee

A trustworthy family run business 

specialising in Gas, Oil, LPG, Electrical, 

Plumbing, Air-con and Renewables.




