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Open Church means that the Church is open for private prayer, refreshments are available at all sessions except Thursdays at Bulphan. 

SERVICES – August 2025 

 HORNDON ORSETT BULPHAN 

Friday 1st August  
9-11.30am Oasis Café 

At Orsett Church 
 

Saturday 2nd      

Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments   

4pm Forest Church 

Sunday 3rd August 

7th Sunday after Trinity 

10am All Together Holy Communion 

Service 
   

Monday 4th        
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 5th   
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
  

Thursday 7th      Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 8th     
9-11.30am Oasis Café 

At Orsett Church 
 

Saturday 9th  
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
  

Sunday 10th August 

8th Sunday after Trinity 
 

8.45am CW Holy Communion Service   

10am Family Service   
 

Monday 11th        
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 12th    

Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
  

2pm Holy Communion Service at The Whitecroft 

Thursday 14th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 15th     
9-11.30am Oasis Café 

At Orsett Church 
 

Saturday 16th     
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
  

Sunday 17th August 

9th Sunday after Trinity 

  
 

8.45am CW Holy Communion Service   

10am Holy Communion Service   4pm Refresh Service 

Monday 18th       
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 19th   
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
  

Thursday 21st       Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 22nd    
9-11.30am Oasis Café 

At Orsett Church 
 

Saturday 23rd    
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
  

Sunday 24th August 

5th Sunday after Trinity 

8.45am BCP Holy Communion Service   

10am Family Service   

  

 
  

Monday 25th        
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 26th     

Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
  

12noon Holy Communion Service 

Thursday 28th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 29th   
9-11.30am Oasis Café 

At Orsett Church 
 

Saturday 30th     
Open Church 10am-noon 

 with refreshments 
  

Sunday 31st August 

11th Sunday after Trinity 
 

10am All Together Holy Communion 

Service     
 

Monday 1st September    
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 2nd       
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
  

Thursday 4th    Open Church 10am-noon 



Earlier in the year, my husband and I went to see a show in London called ‘The Curious Case of Benjamin 

Button.’ It’s a story about a man who is born at the end of his life, rather than at the beginning, and the 

relationship complications that arise as a result of this. 

It was a great musical, made even better by the fact that the actors were also the band so, not only did 

they act, but they played their instruments live on stage, with some fantastic music.   

Of course it was fictitious.  In reality we all get older; none of us get any younger as Benjamin Button did! 

One of the joys of ministry is the opportunity to spend time with people of all ages. On one day I will be 

sitting on the floor playing with toddlers at the Edward Bear Toddler Group and on another day leading 

a Holy Communion Service in a residential care home for the elderly. 

The story of Benjamin Button is really one of someone searching for their place in the world, for the 

meaning in life. And it is something that most of us do at some stage, whether we are 8 years old or 88 

years old. 

I firmly believe that God has a purpose for us, whatever age we are, and he goes with each one of us 

wherever we go. 

In July it was sad to see two of our young members of the Edward Bear Toddler Group leave us to go to 

school, but the time is right, and God will go with them as they begin in their respective Reception 

classes at their new schools. 

Similarly, it was sad to see the Year 6 pupils from the 3 schools move on to pastures new, but again the 

time was right. 

Wherever we are in life, and whatever age, God is there for us and, as Orsett and Bulphan’s School 

Vision says, 

‘God’s word is a lamp to guide our feet and a light for our path.’ (Psalm 119:105)  

And Horndon School’s Vison statement is based upon the verse from 1 Corinthians 12:27, which says, 

 ‘All of you together are Christ's body, and each of you is a part of it.' 

 Each one of us is created in the image of God, and, as Phil Anderson said when he preached at one of 

our recent services, ‘None of us are too old or beyond the reach of God and his love for us.’ 

I hope we can all take encouragement from these verses from scripture. 

Several people have been asking when my final service in the Parish will be. It will be on Sunday 31st 

August at 10am in Orsett Church. It would be lovely to see you if you are able to come along; you are all 

very welcome. 

Take care and God bless, 

Sue  



 

RECTOR Reverend Sue Mann    email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk            01375 891 254 
 

PTO*  Reverend Max Blake    email: m.blake@hobnob.co.uk          07716 969 772 

*(permission to officiate) 

 
 

 

PARISH CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS        

Churchwardens Alastair Macrae, Beverley Macrae, Christine Mortimer, 

David Mortimer,  Sonia Ward, Frank Woollard. 

  Treasurer      Lynn Bennett 

  Secretary     Beverley Macrae     

  Parish Administrator    Lynda Robertson. 

Deanery Synod Representatives   Karen Collier, Alastair Macrae, Janet Wilkins,  

Frank Woollard 

  Lay Representatives    Jane Barry, Sandra Billinger, Samantha Pankhurst. 

        Wayne Beadle-Phelps (co-opted). 

 

CHURCH OFFICERS AND CONTACT DETAILS 

St Peter & St Paul Horndon-on-the-Hill 

 Churchwardens     Sonia Ward            01375 674212 

       Beverley Macrae            01375 673 327  

 Sacristans     Jane Barry. Judy Rood. Beverley Macrae  

 Vergers     Robin Clark, Felicity Tarbard, Sonia Ward  

  

St Giles & All Saints Orsett 

 Churchwardens     Christine Mortimer           01375 641 485 

       David Mortimer            01375 641 485 

 Sacristan     Janet Wilkins 

 Vergers     Jo Metcalf, Libby Seggons,  

       Christine Mortimer 

 Mothers’ Union contact    Lucy Bubb            07970 728 673 

 Edward Bear Toddler Group   Karen Collier                     01375 370 441 

 Tower Captain     Judith Church            01375 891 556 

 Oasis Café     Sandra Billinger            01375 891 040 

 Churches’ Centre Bookings   Gary Jones           bookings@orsettchurches.co.uk  

 

St Mary-the-Virgin Bulphan 

 Churchwardens     Frank Woollard            01375 891 034 

       Alastair Macrae            01375 673 327 

 Verger      Ron Porter, Frank Woollard             

 Parish Room Bookings    Traudi Porter            01375 891 697  

 

Parish Administrator 

 Lynda Robertson: l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk             07974 803 471 

 

Parish Baptism Co-ordinator 

 Christine Mortimer: c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk                                01375 641 485 

 

Musicians 

 Jane Barry                   07552 199 697 

 Janet McCheyne                   07752 836 902   

 

 

To arrange Weddings, please contact Rev. Sue Mann on 01375 891 254 or email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 

 

 

THE PARISH OF 

HORNDON, ORSETT AND BULPHAN 
www.hobnob.org.uk Facebook: @HOBNOBchurches 

mailto:rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk
mailto:bookings@orsettchurches.co.uk
mailto:l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk
mailto:c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk
http://www.hobnob.org.uk/


 
 
 
 
 

THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 
 
 
 

Baptisms 
20th July 
27th July 
Weddings 
5th July 
Interments 
12th July 
2nd August 

 
Wrenley Ella Hard                                                             (O) 
William and Henry Scott                                                  (B) 
 
Emma Leanne Bridges and Brett John Hudson (H) 
 
Robert Frederick Brown (81)                                          (H) 
Roger John Pipe (81)                                                        (O) 

 

Wedding Enquiries 
 

If you would like to enquire about booking a wedding at: 
Horndon, Orsett or Bulphan churches, 

please contact: Revd Sue Mann: 01375 891254 
rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 

 
 
 
 

Baptism Enquiries 
 

To arrange a baptism you will need to attend a Baptism 
Preparation Meeting, where we will discuss the meaning of 

Baptism, the responsibilities of parents and Godparents, go 
through the Baptism service and give you the opportunity to ask 
questions. At the end of the meeting we can check the diary and 

you will be able to book your Baptism. 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Baptism Preparation Dates: 
 

Mon 11th August - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 
Sat 13th September - 12 noon at Horndon Church (CANCELLED) 

Mon 13th October - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 
Sat 8th November - 12 noon at Horndon Church 

Monday 8th December - 7.30pm at Orsett Church 
 

For more information, please contact: 
Christine Mortimer: 01375 641485 

c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk 



 

 

We owe a huge thank you to Bulphan in Bloom for their 
continued dedication to our beautiful churchyard. 

 
Thanks to their tireless efforts, the grounds remain a 
vibrant and welcoming space for all who visit. Each year, 
they brighten the winter months with pansies, then refresh 
the beds in spring and summer with colourful geraniums, 
ensuring the churchyard looks its best in every season. 

 
However, we are aware that Bulphan in Bloom have other commitments (namely the 
rest of Bulphan!) and have therefore reached out to the Community Payback team in 
order to use their services to keep the bulk of the grounds tidy.  This will allow the 
Bulphan in Bloom team to focus on other parts of the village requiring their help.  We’re 
currently completing Risk Assessments before we can get the team on site. 

Following Frank’s report last month, we’d like to provide an update regarding the 
structural condition of the floor joists near the main entrance. Upon further inspection, 
it became evident that the joists have deteriorated significantly - likely due to moisture 
ingress, and inadequate below floor ventilation. This has resulted in noticeable 
movement and instability in the flooring, raising safety concerns for anyone entering 
the building. 

We’ve contacted our architect to assess the situation in detail and have asked Phil M 
to investigate the root cause and recommend remedial works. This will likely involve 
lifting sections of the flooring, replacing damaged joists, and improving ventilation to 
prevent future issues. As this work is complex and requires careful planning, it will take 
time to complete properly. 

In the interim, we’ve called upon Colin L and Kevin H, who have kindly stepped in to 
carry out temporary repairs. Their work includes reinforcing the affected area with 
additional timber joists, securing loose boards, and ensuring the entrance remains 
safe and accessible for all visitors. 

We extend our sincere thanks to Colin and Kevin for their swift response and 
generosity in helping us - quite literally - out of a hole! Their efforts have made a real 

difference while we await the full repair works. 

We recently hosted Bulphan School’s end-of-year service at the church. 
It was a pleasure to welcome students and staff for this annual event. We wish all 
those moving on to secondary school the very best in their next steps, and hope 
everyone enjoys a well-earned summer break. 

 

God Bless 

 

Alastair 

 
 

Bulphan Churchwarden’s Report 



  

Bulphan  

Community  

Café  and Post Office 

A warm welcome to all. 
Comprehensive Post Office services; 

hot and cold drinks; 
licensed bar; 

cakes(including gluten free), 
crisps and biscuits 

free Wi-Fi 
Thursdays & Fridays from 1.30 - 4.30pm 

Local councillors Barry and Dave visit 

regularly. A social worker visits on the 

2nd & 4th Friday of the month from 2-4pm 

for adult care and support drop-in sessions. 

Regular visits from the Community Police. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month for anyone 

who would like a cuppa and a chat. Everyone is welcomed! 
 

Bring & Buy and Raffle 
 

All proceeds go to the J’s Hospice in Essex,  

providing hospice and  respite  care  for  young  adults  

with  life threatening and life limiting conditions 
 

 
For further details contact  

Beverley on 01375 671 474 

 
 

 

 

‘Forget-Me-Not’ 
Coffee morning 

 

In Horndon Woolmarket 
from 10.00 am  - 12.00 pm 

 

 

The Games Café  
at 

Horndon on the Hill Village Hall 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 

7.30pm to 9.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

We are all ‘have a go’ amateurs  

who welcome and encourage all new-comers. 

We have 2 Short Mat Bowls carpets 

so up to 12 people in teams of         

2 or 3 can play together. 

No previous experience 

needed. 

We play cards and board games: 

SkyJo, Sequence, Dobble, Trominoes, 

Bananagrams and many others. 

Guest games always welcome! 

Please text or call Allison for more information 07773539345 

£5 per week.  Just drop-in.   

No need to book. 

Come alone or  

with friend or partner. 

Please note: There is a £10 joining fee payable on your third visit, to cover set up costs, 

replacement games and low attendance weeks.  Thank you. 

 

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month for anyone 

who would like a cuppa and a chat. Everyone is welcomed! 
 

Bring & Buy and Raffle 
 

All proceeds go to the Havens Hospices in Essex. 

Havens Hospices provide specialist care and support for  people of 

all ages, and their families, who are living with incurable conditions  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Peter and St. Paul Horndon on the Hill 
 

Churchwarden’s Musings 
 

Hello all, 
 

Firstly, Thank you all so much for all your hard work over the weekend of the Feast 

and Fayre this year.  It was very successful and we had hundreds of people come 

into the church to see the flower displays, sample our refreshments and listen to 

the music.  We were very lucky this year to have a large group of singers from the 

Buskerteers choirs from around the county perform for us on the Sunday.  It was 

wonderful to see the enjoyment they have singing and performing. 
 

We often hear on the news and from friends and family about our poor NHS.  Well 

I cannot praise them enough for their service over the past few weeks having had 

a knee replacement.  From going to see the village doctor to the physios that I am 

now seeing, their service has been impeccable, and this has all been within 7 

weeks.  THANK YOU NHS. 
 

As the schools finish for the summer holidays, we wish children, parents and of 

course teachers a well earned break.   
 

Our Tuesday and Saturday Open Church from 10 am-12 noon will remain open all 

through the summer, so do come along and avail yourself of a cake and drink all 

for free, and of course my £2 bacon rolls are a bargain!!! 
 

Its a great place to make new friends and meet up with old ones.  The sound of 

laughter and chatter is wonderful to hear each session.  If you would like a lift to 

either of these days do phone me 01375 674212. 
 

Well that's about it.  Have a great Summer. 

 

God Bless 

Sonia Ward   

Churchwarden 



 

HORNDON-ON-THE-HILL 
 

We meet at the Welcome Club 
1, Victoria Road, Stanford-le-Hope 
At 8.00pm on the last Tuesday  
each month except in December. 
 
New members welcome 
Enquiries to the Secretary 
Sec.hothrbl@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

BULPHAN SHORT MAT BOWLS 

 Meetings are in Bulphan Village Hall every 
 Tuesday from 1.45 - 4.15pm and 
 Fridays from 7.00 - 9.00pm 
 New members are welcome and no experience is necessary 
 as friendly advice and tuition can be given 
 

 For further information telephone Lesley on 07766 505 755 

 

 

 

Horndon-on-the-Hill 

BRIDGE CLUB 

In Horndon Village Hall  

Every Friday from 1.30 - 4.30pm  

Admission £2.00 (includes tea/coffee biscuits) 

Very friendly atmosphere 

Intermediate standard basic ACOL played 

For details telephone: Stuart Cameron 01375 673 237 
 

 

 

 
ADVERTISING POLICY 

 

If space is available, new HOBNOB adverts 

are reserved for local 

contractors/organisations within a 15m 

radius of the Parish, excluding the area 

South of the Thames…… 
 

And it is expected that any advertiser 

upholds 

ethical working practices and is in 

sympathy 

with the ethos of the church. Ultimately 

the decision will rest with the PCC.’ 



 

ORSETT 

CHURCHWARDENS’ 

REPORT 
 

 

 

We hope you have been managing to stay cool, calm and collected during the recent spells of 

extremely hot weather. One benefit of having old churches with thick walls is they keep nice and 

cool during the summer months – another good reason to visit any of our open church events. 

 

Those eagle eyed visitors to St Giles can’t fail to 

notice the absence of our brass eagle lectern. But 

please don’t worry, it has not been stolen, it is on a 

long term loan to St Michael’s, Fobbing. The 

transportation of which was achieved by 2 very able 

removal men, lots of blankets, rope and a very 

sturdy sack barrow.  

 

We would like to extend our thanks to all who 

helped or attended our pudding evening last month. 

Various desserts were tasted but the best appetite 

has to go to Peter Woodard who managed to eat 8 

and even had room for cheese and biscuits! The best 

loved pudding was Jackie Firman’s spotted dick, 

congratulations Jackie. Various items were also up 

for auction which helped us raise a total of £463. 

 

Orsett School provided yet another superb service, 

celebrating Year 6 leavers who are all moving on to 

secondary school in September, where each pupil 

was given a bible donated by Lord Wharton’s Bible Charity. We wish them all the best for their 

future. 

 

A reminder that the Oasis Café will again be moving to the church building during the 6 week 

holiday starting from 25th July. All the usual refreshments will be on offer and we hope to see you 

there. 

 

 

God Bless 

 

Christine and David Mortimer 



 



 

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Table Top Sale

on Saturday 20th September 2025
12 noon to 4pm at

 Orsett Churches Centre, High Road, Orsett. RM16 3ER

If you would like to book a table the cost is £15 please
contact Christine Mortimer on 01375 641485.

There will also be tea, coffee, bacon rolls and cake on offer.

Please come along and support this event.

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community

Registered charity number: 1199779



 

Please help raise funds for our churches 

Thank you to everyone who has 
already donated coins or notes. 

Since August 2021 we have 
raised, for church funds

£2,210.57 

Please ask friends, family and work
colleagues if they have any 

unwanted coins or notes.

Donations can be taken to one of our
churches or you can email Lynda at

l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk 
and she can arrange collection.

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community
Registered charity number: 1199779

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Would you consider donating to support the work of the 
Parish and help us maintain our three churches? 

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan is registered with the Parish Giving Scheme
 (PGS) which allows you to give to this Parish securely and safely online. 

Give monthly, quarterly or annually by Direct Debit
Give One-Off amounts by Credit/Debit cards and Apple/Google pay wallets
You have the option to sign up to inflation-linked giving annually
If you pay tax you can enhance your gift by having Gift Aid at 25% added to your giving
You may give securely and donate anonymously, if you prefer

You can set up Parish Giving in three different ways 
set up your Direct Debit online, www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/parish-
horndon-orsett-bulphan-essex/
Fill in a gift form at church
Or call PGS on 0333 002 1271 and they will take you through it, step by step.

You will need the following information to hand:
Parish code = 080608339
Your personal bank account details
You will need to confirm if you want to increase your gift in line with inflation each year
Confirm if you are a UK taxpayer and therefore eligible for gift aid

Should you have any questions or need help please contact Lynda Robertson 
by email: l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk or by phone on 07974 803471



 



 

PRAYER DIARY    
Some thoughts to include in your daily prayers 

 

 

August 1st  For the Parish of Orsett, Bulphan & Horndon-on-the-Hill 

August 2nd  For those whose holidays have had to be cancelled this month 

August 3rd  For humanitarian organisations here and abroad 

August 4th  For those living in Baker Street in Orsett 

August 5th  For Reverend Sue and Reverend Max 

August 6th   For those living in The Spinney in Orsett 

August 7th  For those living in South Hill Crescent in Horndon 

August 8th  For our own personal needs 

August 9th  For those living in Church Lane in Bulphan 

August 10th  For those living in Mill Lane, Horndon 

August 11th  For our Parochial Church Council 

August 12th  For members of our congregations who live in Grays 

August 13th  For those living in Prince Charles Avenue in Orsett 

August 14th  For St Luke's Hospice & all carers 

August 15th  For those living in Albert Road in Bulphan 

August 16th  For physicians, health care professionals and the front line workers 

August 17th  For those in crisis of faith 

August 18th  For those living in Gordon Road in Horndon 

August 19th  For those living in the High Road in Horndon 

August 20th  For the work of Chelmsford Cathedral 

August 21st  For those living in Penn Close in Orsett 

August 22nd  For those living in Orsett Road in Horndon 

August 23rd  For those living in Church Road in Bulphan 

August 24th  For those living in The Green in Orsett 

August 25th  For those living in Victoria Road, Horndon 

August 26th For our twin dioceses in Romania, Sweden, Kenya & Trinidad & Tobago 

August 27th  For those living on Doesgate Lane, Bulphan 

August 28th  For those living on Rectory Road, Orsett 

August 29th  For those living on Orsett Road, Orsett 

August 30th  For our friends and neighbours 

August 31st  For family living abroad 

   
 

 

Alone with none but thee, my God, 

I journey on my way. 

What need I fear, when thou art near 

O king of night and day? 

 

More safe am I within thy hand 

Than if a host did round me stand. 

– St  Columba 



 

SERVING FAMILIES IN AND AROUND ORSETT

dignityfunerals.co.uk/local
Proud to be a Dignity Funeral Director, providing  
exceptional services to families across the UK.

We’re here for you anytime.  
Whatever your wishes or budget,  

we can provide a funeral to suit you. 

W HOWARD & SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

32 High Road, Orsett,  
Essex RM16 3HB

01375 891238

YOUR FUNERAL 
WISHES
our local experts

Attended Funerals

Memorials

Unattended Funerals



VJ 80 
IN THE PARISH 

 
Victory over Japan (VJ) Day, 15th August 1945 marked the end of WW2, with the 
Japanese surrender.   
To commemorate this, following will be taking place in the parish. 
 
Thursday 14th 

Horndon Methodist Church – Coffee morning 10 am to Noon 
 
VJ Day  Friday 15th   

Orsett Church - Buffet Lunch from 1130 to 2 pm 
   With music and displays of the era 
   Will include the national two-minute silence 12 noon 
    

Bulphan Village Hall  
Church bells ring at 6.30pm: come along help to ring 
Cash bar opens 7pm at Bulphan Village Hall 
Bluegrass band The One Tree Hillbillies from 8.30pm 
Beacon-lighting at 9.30pm in the recreation ground at the village hall 

 Bar closes 10.30pm. 
 
Saturday 16th 

Annual VJ Day Commemoration Parade  
Burma Star Rose Garden, Hew Watt Close, Orsett - 1030 am 
Followed by refreshments at Orsett Masonic Hall, Rectory Road, 
Orsett 
 

Any one with memories or stories of the day are welcome to any event 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When you go home tell them of us and say;  

for your tomorrow we gave our today 
Kohima Epitaph 



Allied Prisoners of War Leaflet Drop 
 

This is a scan of a leaflet dropped by the RAF in August 1945 over Burma, advising 

allied prisoners of war, that the war had ended. The interesting part is the expected 

behaviour advised to Japanese soldiers and how to treat POWs. 
 



 

 

ORSETT STORES 

YOUR LOCAL AND FRIENDLY VILLAGE STORE 
41 High Road Orsett, Essex Telephone: 01375891242 

Open from 6.30am until 9.30pm Monday-Saturday 7.00am until 9.30pm Sundays 

Suppliers of Groceries, Fresh Bread, Milk, Fruit, Vegetables, Chilled and Frozen Foods, Fresh Meat,  

Off Licence, Tobacco, Cards and Stationery, Confectionery,  

Fresh Flowers and Plants, Daily Newspapers and magazines. 

 

Free local home delivery on 

Tuesdays & Fridays,  

please call to place your order. 
 

Services: 

Dry Cleaning, Photocopying,  

National Lottery Outlet,  

Newspaper delivery. 
 

Post Office Local In-Store   

Open from 8.30am until 1.00pm  

Monday-Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The churches in this Parish are committed to 
the safeguarding, care and nurture of 

everyone within the church community; 
especially children, young people and 

vulnerable adults. 
 

The Parish Safeguarding Representative is 
Janet McCheyne, who can be contacted on: 

0775 283 6902 
or 

janetmcc101@gmail.com 
 

The Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be 
contacted on: 
01245 294 444 

or 
safeguarding@chelmsford.anglican.org 



 

Ecology & Social Jus/ce Ac/on Group 

Data Centres and Our Digital & Carbon Footprint 

I happened to hear part of BBC Radio 4’s Rare Earth’s episode ‘Powering Our Robot Overlords’ recently 

h@ps://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m002dc92 - it was fascinaJng.  

Data centres are being built in vast numbers around the world. In the UK, Amazon has announced plans to invest £8bn 

over the next five years building new datacentres, £3bn has been spent in the UK by Amazon’s cloud compuJng 

business since 2020 and Google is spending millions on a new centre in HerXordshire. Digital Reef are planning to build 

the controversial East Havering Data Centre on our doorstep. 

Data handling is necessary because we're storing more of it and making more complex internet searches. The energy 

cost is so huge that some big tech companies are commissioning their own nuclear power staJons. Each data centre 

requires energy to run and vast quanJJes of water to cool it, at a significant environmental cost. Google's greenhouse 

gas emissions have increased by nearly 50% in the past five years, largely due to the energy demands of ArJficial 

Intelligence. 

How can we control the demand for data centres? 

Every Jme we visit a website, stream a TV show, use social media or join a video call, we’re using energy. Modern smart 

devices (such as fitness trackers, security cameras, doorbells, fridges, washing machines …) collect data. Saving 

documents & photos on the cloud means storing informaJon at data centres. This leaves a heavy footprint on the 

physical environment.  

If we use digital technology more efficiently we can reduce our environmental impact and cut demand for data centres.  

Here are some suggesJons from Which? h@ps://www.which.co.uk/news/arJcle/the-online-world-has-a-real-life-

environmental-impact-heres-how-to-reduce-it-aMv5Q2k1msgt 

1. Cut down social media use 

2. Reduce streaming 

3. Reduce video calls - The carbon footprint of our video calls increases with the number of participants on the call as well 

as by having your camera turned on. Switch off your camera unless you NEED to be seen. 

4. Manage emails – unsubscribe from markeJng emails, delete old emails, limit a@achments, keep your email 

signature small 

5. Avoid cloud storage – save documents and photos on your local computer or a physical hard drive. 

6. Avoid AI - a ChatGPT query uses around 10 Jmes more energy than a standard search query.  

 

Stag Beetle 

When I went to the bin this morning, I picked up some rubbish I dropped and 

was shocked to see this 5cm mini-beast!  This is the second Jme we have found 

a Stag Beetle in The Rectory garden - the last Jme was around 3 years ago.   

We have been keen to create bug-friendly habitats by leaving lawn perimeters 

uncut, building log piles, and leaving corners to grow wild. 

Philip Mann  

Ecology & Social JusJce AcJon Group              

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m002dc92
https://www.which.co.uk/news/article/the-online-world-has-a-real-life-environmental-impact-heres-how-to-reduce-it-aMv5Q2k1msgt
https://www.which.co.uk/news/article/the-online-world-has-a-real-life-environmental-impact-heres-how-to-reduce-it-aMv5Q2k1msgt


 



 

POLICE          Community Officer: PC Javier Rodriguez-Perez   

at Grays      email: thurrockcommunitypolicingteam@essex.police.uk     101 or 999 

 

DOCTORS  Horndon-on-the-Hill                                           01375 642 362 

  Orsett & Bulphan (Orsett Surgery)                 01375 892 082 

  Bulphan   (Ockendon Surgery)                01708 852 318  

     (West Horndon Surgery):               01277 811 770 

 

LOCAL COUNCILLORS   Mr Barry Johnson                           07831 609714 
      

     Mr David Day                 07355 924 361 

 

LOCAL MP James McMurdock  Email: james.mcmurdock.mp@parliament.uk 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

      

SCHOOLS Horndon C of E Primary  Headteacher: Mrs. D. Bradley.                                       01375 673 260 

 Orsett C of E Primary  Head-of-school: Mr Dickson                           01375 891 383 

 Bulphan C of E Academy Head-of-school: Mr Dickson                               01375 891 220 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION FOR 

HORNDON - ORSETT - BULPHAN  

 

mailto:thurrockcommunitypolicingteam@essex.police.uk
mailto:james.mcmurdock.mp@parliament.uk


MOTHERS’ UNION 

Chelmsford Diocese Mothers’ Union (CDMU):  

What a lovely day we had at the Commissioning Service at the end of June, especially admitting 

Bishop Adam (Bishop of Bradwell) as a member and hearing of his great enthusiasm for MU. All of 

the trustees and our new Chaplain, Revd Ruth, were commissioned.    

This month we will be celebrating Mary Sumner Day on Saturday 9 August. Mary Sumner was the 

founder of the Mothers’ Union. We will be having a service at Waltham Abbey at 2.30pm followed 

by refreshments – everyone is welcome to come along! 

Don’t forget that you can join Midday Prayers on the MU Facebook page every day. Lucy will be leading on Saturday 

23 August. 

Summer of Hope – Sow seeds of strength, faith and resilience 

In war-torn regions of the Democratic Republic of 

Congo, mothers and families are being forced to flee 

violence. In fear for their lives, they often leave 

everything familiar behind - except for their children 

and a handful of seeds. These seeds are not just for 

survival. They are a symbol of faith, a sign that hope 

can still grow, even in the harshest conditions. This 

summer, we invite you to take part in our Summer of Hope appeal — a season of giving, praying, planting and 

fundraising to support women who are rebuilding their lives through literacy, faith, and community. To make a 

donation, go to the Mothers’ Union website: https://www.mothersunion.org/donation 

Away From It All (AFIA)  

Away From It All (AFIA) is a Mothers’ Union holiday scheme, primarily funded by our 

members, to give the opportunity of a break to those who may be experiencing 

stress or difficulties in their family life. Here in Chelmsford diocese, alongside our 

existing holiday offer, we are now offering days out for families that are struggling 

financially, particularly those needing to access local foodbanks. We have suggested such places as Adventure Island 

in Southend with entry and a meal, Colchester Zoo or, a bit further afield a day out in London. Other ideas from the 

Leadership Conference, also included a trip to the pantomime later in the year. Please consider whether there are any 

families that might benefit from this option within your parish. Our new day-out referral form is available from our 

AFIA rep (afia@muchelmsford.org.uk).  

Prayer Diary 2025: August 

The theme for August in our 2025 Prayer Diary is ‘Mary Sumner Day’: Mary Sumner Day is on 9th 

August, leaving us with a model to follow, exemplified in her prayer, ‘All this day O Lord, let me 

touch as many lives as possible for thee, and every life I touch, do thou by thy spirit quicken, 

whether through the word I speak, the prayer I breathe or the life I live. Amen.’ Mothers’ Union 

began with the small seed of Mary Sumner’s vision and obedience to God; nearly one hundred 

and fifty years later we’ve grown into the huge international organisation that is Mothers’ Union 

today. Let each one of us follow Mary Sumner’s lead and support one another in prayer and 

action. 

Monthly Prayer: Loving Lord, we give you thanks for the vision of our founder as we celebrate her special day this 

month. Prayer is the foundation of Mothers’ Union and we pray for confidence and faithfulness to build on Mary 

Sumner’s legacy and all that has been achieved so far. As we support one another through prayer, may we touch many 

lives for God through our prayers, our words and our actions. Amen. 

Creative Prayer: Take a sweet in a wrapper. As you eat the sweet, keep the wrapper handy. As you taste its sweetness, 

thank God for the good things in your life and the world. Still with the sweet taste in your mouth, look at the wrapper. 

You are shortly going to dispose of it, but before you do, think of and pray for the many people in the world and society 

at large who feel discarded by society. Through Mothers’ Union, we can reach out in love to those less fortunate than 

ourselves, just as our founder Mary Sumner did.  

Lucy Bubb, Mothers’ Union contact. 

https://www.mothersunion.org/donation


 



FAMOUS PERSON IN AUGUST 

Sir Godfrey Newbold Hounsfield 
 

28th August 1919 - 12th August 2004 
 

Sir Godfrey Newbold Hounsfield was born 

in Newark, Nottinghamshire and died in 

Kingston upon Thames. He was an English 

electrical engineer who shared the 

1979 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine 

with Allan Cormack for his part in developing 

the diagnostic technique of computerized 

axial tomography (CAT), or computerized 

tomography (CT). In this technique, 

information obtained from X-rays taken by 

scanners rotating around the patient are 

combined by a computer to yield a high-

resolution image of a slice of the body. 

 

After studying electronics and radar as a 

member of the Royal Air Force during World War II and at Faraday House 

Electrical Engineering College in London, Hounsfield joined the research staff of 

EMI Ltd. in 1951. He led the design team that built the first all-transistor 

computer in Great Britain, the EMIDEC 1100, in 1958–59. Later, while 

investigating the problem of pattern recognition, he developed the basic idea of 

CAT.  

Hounsfield extended the capability of a computer so that it could interpret X-ray 

signals so as to form a two-dimensional image of a complex object such as the 

human head. He pursued the application of axial tomography to 

medical diagnosis, building a prototype head scanner and then a body scanner 

at EMI.  

Computers soon evolved to the stage needed for processing the signals from the 

scanners at the same rate they were obtained, and in 1972 the first clinical test 

of CAT scanning was performed successfully. 

For his work Hounsfield received numerous awards in addition to the Nobel 

Prize, and he was knighted in 1981.  

 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Nottinghamshire
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nobel-Prize
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Allan-MacLeod-Cormack
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/diagnostic
https://www.britannica.com/topic/computed-tomography
https://www.britannica.com/topic/computed-tomography
https://www.britannica.com/technology/radar
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Royal-Air-Force
https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-II
https://www.britannica.com/technology/pattern-recognition-computer-science
https://www.britannica.com/science/tomography
https://www.britannica.com/science/diagnosis
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/prototype


HORNDON ON THE HILL’S FLOWER FESTIVAL 

 

2025 is the 500th anniversary of Horndon’s Woolmarket building and the volunteer 

flower arrangers decided that this was a good theme to follow for the flower festival in 

St Peter & St Paul’s church.   

Ideas flowed and thanks to the generous donations from parishioners and also a 

generous donation of flowers from Danielle of Beans & Blooms, North Hill, we were 

able to stage another fantastic flower festival. 

Thanks must go to the arrangers who gave their time and talents to make this 

wonderful display of floral art.  Each year it seems to get better! 

                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Flower Festival!                         Mediaeval theatre 

                        

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Henry VIII and his wives           Jousting  



 

BULPHAN VILLAGE SHOP 

      Bulphan Village Hall, Church Road, Bulphan RM14 3RU 

 

                                     Free delivery to local customers: call 07429 295505 

 

With a wide variety of groceries, fresh vegetables, fresh meat, fresh-baked bread, off licence, greetings cards and all household 

essentials, you can also make bill payments for water, electricity and gas with key and card top ups, replacement gas/electricity 

keys and cards, mobile phone top ups, the Health Lottery and National Lottery and a hot drinks machine.  

 

 

LOTS OF FREE PARKING 

 

Stamps are always available for sale at the till and there are main Post Office services at the 

hall next door on Thursday and Friday afternoons, 1.30 – 4.30pm 

 

IT'S ONLY A LITTLE SHOP, BUT IT CERTAINLY OFFERS A LOT. 

 

 

 

 

 

Orsett Village Dental Surgery  

is a long established family 

practice offering all dental 

treatments, including 

intravenous sedation for the 

nervous patient, laser 

surgery for most dental 

procedures, 

hygienist/therapist services 

and dental implants all 

carried out by highly trained 

practitioners. 

 
website: www.ssdental.co.uk 

email: sunnysidedentist@btconnect.com 

Dental treatment delivered 

by conscientious, experienced 

and very caring staff 

55 High Road Orsett RM16 

3HB 



  

chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk  |  sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk

Boiler Installs, Servicing & 

Repairs

New Heating Systems

Plumbing Repairs

Electrical Services

Air-con & Renewables

D All calls are answered personally

D Confirmed bookings given

D No job too small!

D Work covered by  12-month
        guarantee

A trustworthy family run business 

specialising in Gas, Oil, LPG, Electrical, 

Plumbing, Air-con and Renewables.





 


SERVING FAMILIES IN AND AROUND ORSETT


dignityfunerals.co.uk/local
Proud to be a Dignity Funeral Director, providing  
exceptional services to families across the UK.


We’re here for you anytime.  
Whatever your wishes or budget,  


we can provide a funeral to suit you. 


W HOWARD & SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS


32 High Road, Orsett,  
Essex RM16 3HB


01375 891238


YOUR FUNERAL 
WISHES
our local experts


Attended Funerals


Memorials


Unattended Funerals







